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 Wondrous Woman of God 

     For as long as they have been on the mission 

field the Woman’s Board of Missions has supported 

Mark and Dayna Blair.  From Uganda to Kazakhstan 

to China the Blairs have integrated themselves into 

the society in which they were living to be shining 

witnesses to the Lord Jesus Christ with their loving, 

their teaching and their living.  Now, the Blairs are 

serving as Kahu and Mama Kahu at Kalahikiola 

Church in North Kohala. 

    Dayna was born in Hilo and raised at Haili Church 

where she dedicated her life to Jesus.  Committed to 

serving Him she graduated from Moody Bible 

Institute. 

     In all these places Dayna has seen herself, among 

other things, as Mama.  In Uganda Dayna taught the 

deep truths of the Scriptures to pastors’ wives so 

they could serve alongside their husbands.  Moving 

to Almaty, Kazakhstan she and Mark taught in 

theological seminaries, pastored in the International 

church and taught at the Tien Shan International 

school.  The hunger for the Word of God was 

insatiable and Dayna became not only teacher but 

Mama as well.   In China, the Blairs pastored the 

Beijing International Christian Fellowship which is 

surrounded by 82 universities.  She poured her life 

into 1000 students from those universities who 

lovingly called her “Mama Dayna” 

     Dayna is still Mama to kids in North Kohala as 

she leads an afternoon Bible class for kids.  Not only 

is Dayna a Mama to many she is the wizened mentor 

to her congregation wherever she is.   

GOD BLESS DAYNA BLAIR! 

WBM President Speaks 

     I am Melinda Ahn, and I embarked as WBM’s 

Acting President at the beginning of our fiscal year in 

July. I want to personally thank Linda Shigeta and 

Valrie Griffith for their unending support and help as I 

have transitioned to this honorable position.  I served 

the WBM as Missions Chair from 2010-2016 and from 

2016-2020 doing the Homeless Blessings, and this past 

year as Recording Secretary. We are a large group of 

Sisters and a brother who are committed and hard 

working to do the good works of our Lord Jesus to help 

women, children and people in need.  These needs range 

from small things to large projects all over the Pacific 

Rim.  We have been through a rough year with many 

challenges and changes, but we are a strong and 

resilient group!  Very soon we will have new and 

modern Bylaws. I hope to transition back to in person 

meetings with inspirational speakers and our potlucks 

that foster fellowship and bring new friendships.  Soon 

we will again be able to focus on mission work. 

     I would like to focus on Hawaii this year as we look 

for like-minded groups and organizations that work to 

help stop sex trafficking here in Hawaii.  Yes, it is 

happening here and we need to help the helpless 

children -both girls and boys – as well as women who 

are fighting not to live this kind of life.  There are so 

many pressing needs in Hawaii that need more attention 

than any one group can give.  The WBM is blessed with 

members and friends who give generously so we can 

carry out the caring ministries. 

     A phenomenal amount of good has been done to help 

others over our 153 years, and the works of so many 

strong caring women is a beacon that has shaped us.  

May we honor them with our continued good works! 



 
 
 

Let’s Hear It For Our Missions 
 

The Pagaragans 
The Vision of “The Neighborhood” is to make those on the 

outside, feel on the inside.  That is, to see young people and 

families in Japan supported and encouraged to build healthy 

communities by serving each other in a warm, loving and 

Christ-filled environment.  We’re Jeff, Kelly, Taylor, Bailey, 

Kendyl, Reagan, & Colson Pagaragan, missionaries to 

Japan and founders of The Neighborhood. We’ve spent the 

past four years in Tokyo loving students in Jesus’ name 

simply by living life with them. God has given us real joy in 

this type of hospitality evangelism and discipleship, and our 

passion for The Neighborhood is an expansion of the work 

God has already begun.  
     This photo represents a milestone for The Neighborhood Student and Ministry Center. It’s the second time 

that our local community of Itabashi, has invited us to share about Hawaii and our American culture. The 

relationship we have been able to develop with the leaders of the International Exchange Foundation in our area 

has been possible through attending local Japanese language and traditional dance classes for about 4 years. 

Jeff, Taylor and I went to the after-school class and taught this “small group” of kids, Pearly Shells, Hawaiian 

words, like aloha, mahalo, and humuhumunukunukuapuaa. We also told them about the different animals in 

Hawaii, like the Nene goose, the chickens, the monk seal, the green sea turtles, the chickens and mynah birds, 

oh, and the chickens. Then we invited them to come and visit us at The Neighborhood and to join us for our 

monthly kids’ English events.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 

“Building Lives, Building Hope” 
The WBMPI has long supported the UCC 

Transition House, which is a safe house for 

women and children who are survivors of 

domestic abuse.  Church of the Crossroads 

founded it in 1991, and currently churches 

across the Hawaii Conference UCC support it. 

The UCC Transition House mission is to 

provide quality transitional housing and 

compassionate care as they work to rebuild 

their lives.  At the House, women and their 

children receive long-term compassionate 

care as they work to recover, rebuild their lives 

and gain tools to live independently. 

The UCC Transition House will hold a benefit 

dinner on Thursday, October 17, from 5:30 

p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at Central Union Church. 

Tickets are $55.00 ($25 tax deductible) in 

advance by Sept. 23rd.  Please contact Susan 

Tengan at 808-292-8500 to get your tickets. 

Operation Christmas Child / Shoebox Project 

National Shoebox Collection Week is coming soon 

– November 11-18.  The WBMPI has participated in 

Operation Christmas Child, the shoebox ministry of 

Samaritan’s Purse, for many years.  Thanks to 

generous donations of members and friends, in 2022 

we packed 260 shoeboxes with school supplies, toys, 

hygiene items and other necessities for impoverished 

kids around the world.  Donations of toothbrushes, 

wash-cloths, pencils, crayons and plush toys are 

needed for every shoebox.  Jump-ropes, yo-yos, 

HotWheels and socks (white, for school uniforms) 

are also appreciated.  Donations can be dropped off 

at the office at Central Union Church.  Note on your 

donation bag “Rebecca Woodland” so she can pick 

them up.  And connect with the child personally by   

 

 

 

writing an encouraging note. 



 
 
 

ought  Mother Alice Would be Proud 

    This summer the Woman’s Board of Missions had 

the privilege of sending one of our own to summer 

school at Yale Divinity School.  Thanks to the Mother 

Alice Fund of the WBM Kauanoe Ho`omanawanui 

attended a week-long seminar dedicated to enriching 

the lives and Christian faith of those dedicated to 

serving God in ministry. 

     Kauanoe writes that the course, “A Journey of 

Transformation” guided by Dr. Jerry Streets allowed 

for reflecting theologically, thinking personally and 

listening to others deeply by using their own 

experiences.  “We also emphasized on short stories 

and theories, on why and how we may or may not 

change, and how that influences and contributes to our 

sense of being as a spiritual person.  We were also able 

to look at how we act in the world and review the tools 

that increase our awareness of change and 

transformation.  We also considered how to used them 

to enrich our understanding of faith in our own lives.  

Together we individually delved into these question 

that were posed by Dr. Streets: “What is meant by 

“Transformation”?  “How has our understanding of 

faith and what it means to live a faithful life changed 

over the years?”  And “How is our awareness of 

change affecting our Christian faith and how we are 

living today?”   

     “Prior to the course we were expected to have read 

the 9th chapter of the Book of Acts and about Saul’s 

conversion.  As with most of my exegetical study I 

read both the English translation of the New 

International Version alongside the Baibala Hemolele 

which is the Hawaiian language translation of the New 

American Standard Bible.  As I find myself always 

faith-seeking in my understandings; the instruction to 

read the conversion of Saul was inspiring in many 

ways.  Dr. Streets asked us, ‘what are some of the ways 

forgiveness is reflected or implied by the story of 

Saul’s conversion?’  This question changed my 

perspective in how I resonated with this conversion 

story.  I thought of Queen Liliuokalani and her many 

conversions among all the denominations of her 

islands and of her people abroad.  The spiritual 

thoughts, questions and learning I journeyed through 

filled me with a sense of transformation in all the 

things I do and am forever converting.” 

      

 

Edith Wolfe Would Be Proud 

     Also, this summer the WBMPI was able to award 

two scholarships from the Edith H. Wolfe Memorial 

Scholarship Fund.  This is an annual scholarship 

award and we are always very proud of the caliber 

of women to whom this scholarship is given.  Here 

we will give you a brief introduction to the two 

awardees we have this year. 

     Linda Kaauwai-Iwamoto is no stranger to our 

islands – especially Kauai, her home.  She is 

pursuing her Masters of Divinity degree at Pacific 

School of Religion with her goal of ordination.  She 

is already a familiar presence in the pulpit of her 

home church – Kapaa First Hawaiian, among 

several other churches who invite her to preach.  She 

is following in the footsteps of her grandfather, 

Isaiah Kaauwai who was Kahu there.  Her mother 

Daisy Kaauwai was her Sunday School teacher and 

mentor and was also a life-time member of the 

Woman’s Board.  Linda says, “It is important that I 

finish my MDiv program as soon as possible so I 

can serve God in a greater capacity.  He made the 

call and I’m here to do what He expects of me.”  

Linda’s goal is to complete her studies in just 3 

years. 

     Caley Chun is in her second year at the 

University of California – Davis pursuing a 

Bachelor’s Degree of Science in Clinical Nutrition.  

It is her desire to get her master’s degree and 

become a Registered Dietician returning to Hawaii 

to help those in her own state, especially those 

lacking opportunity for good nutritional education.  

She says, “As a year-round athlete, I wanted to 

experiment with how different foods affect my 

body.  I expanded my horizons and grew a deeper 

appreciation for how my health affects different 

parts of my life.”  Caley is committed Christian 

who’s desire is to make a spiritual impact on fellow 

students in this non-religious setting.  She believes 

God has led her to UC-Davis for a purpose where 

she can continue her involvement in lay Christian 

ministry.                ⧫ ⧫ ⧫ ⧫ ⧫ 

Applications for this scholarship are accepted each 

April thru June.  Announcements are made in 

newsletters, WBM our website and Facebook page. 
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Foodland’s Give Aloha  

It is Give Aloha time where Foodland 

Supermarket allows each shopper to 

assign a portion of Foodland’s profit to go 

to an organization of your choice. The 

WBM has an account!  During the 

month of September, you can donate up to 

$249 to each organization participating in 

the Give Aloha opportunity.  All you need 

is your Maikai card.  Donations are 

payable in the form of cash, credit card or 

check at the check-out counter.  If you 

don’t have a Maikai card, you may 

establish one at the same time at the 

check-out counter.  The donation amount 

and name of the organization will appear 

on your receipt.  Foodland will then pass 

on your gift to the organization along with 

an additional donation.  PLEASE 

CHOOSE THE WBM!  Our code is 

78471 which you will need to donate.  

Mahalo nui~ 

 

Where the Woman’s Board Stand Today 

     Many kudos to WBM Oahu Representative & Social 

Media Coordinator Phoebe Amodo, who has created a 

Woman’s Board of Missions account on Facebook.  Please 

check out our page where you will find the happenings of 

the WBM, a Bible verse of the week, a Member 

Application Form, photos and much more.  While you’re 

there, please give us a like and a comment.   

     We are in a new fiscal year, and until we are able to hold 

an annual meeting, we have elected Melinda Ahn as our 

Acting President.  She is a member of Kokokahi UCC and 

has served with the WBM for many years mostly in our 

missions through her monthly “Homeless Blessings” 

ministry.  Her team would gather sandwiches, hard-cooked 

eggs and other lunch items, socks and T-shirts, Bibles and 

other items that the homeless could need.  They distributed 

them throughout Oahu with their prayers for their friends 

and with their loving kindness.             

We are working to re-build our missions projects 

throughout Hawaii and beyond. 

STAY TUNED! 

 


