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OUR MISSION  

 
The Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands is 
a group of compassionate Christian women coming from 
a variety of churches and ethnic groups. Our purpose is:  
 

* to inspire and empower women to become   
   active Christians, nurturing the Spirit in     
   their individual lives, homes, community  
   and the entire world  
 
* to educate and encourage children in their  
   highest potential, and  
 
*  to be in partnership with sister     
     organizations sharing similar values.  

 
OUR CORE VALUES 

COMPASSION 
Galatians 5:22-23 
But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings 
gifts into our lives, much the same way that fruit appears 
in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance 
about life, serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with 
things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a 
conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and 
people. We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, 
not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and 
direct our energies wisely. 
 
COMPETENCE 
2 Corinthians 3:5 
Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything 
for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 
          
COMMITMENT 
Philippians 3:15-16 
So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want 
everything God has for us. If any of you have something 
else in mind, something less than total commitment, God 
will clear your blurred vision—you’ll see it yet! Now that 
we’re on the right track, let’s stay on it. 
 
CHARACTER  
Ephesians 4:24 
Take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned 
life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into 
your conduct as God accurately reproduces his character 
in you. 
                       
COMMUNITY 
Galatians 6:9-10 
So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At 
the right time we will harvest a good crop if we don’t give 
up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time we get the 
chance, let us work for the benefit of all, starting with the 
people closest to us in the community of faith.   
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            BICENTENNIAL COMMEMORATION 2020 
 

           Please Kokua 

In observance of the Bicentennial Commemoration of the arrival of the first Christian missionaries 
to these islands in 1820, the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands will place a lei on 
each of their gravestones at the Mission Cemetery behind Kawaiahao Church. The Missionary 
Cemetery is the final resting place for many of those missionaries and their descendants, including 
Clara Brewster Bingham, the first president of the Woman’s Board of Missions, and Mary 
Atherton Richards, the longest-serving president of the Woman’s Board of Missions. 

 
 This commemorative event will take place on Thursday, April 23, 2020. We will need 250 leis. 

 
Your donated leis can be dropped off at the Hawaii Conference United Church of Christ office 
located at 1848 Nuuanu Avenue anytime between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
22, 2020. Please contact Elly Chong at (808) 225-7175 or eleanorechong21@gmail.com if you 
have questions or to let her know you are able to help. 

 
  Mahalo!  
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MEMOIRS O f HENRYOBOOKIAH                                                                                                
 Known as the first fruit of the Christian faith amongst the Hawaiian people, 
this story is honest and untainted, as told through Opukaha'ia’s own 
perspective, as recounted through his personal diary entries and letters to 
close friends. It is a poignant narrative of suffering, pain and tragic death, 
but it is also a story of healing, renewal, joyous faith and a new life 
everlasting that inspired a generation of young missionaries to leave the East 
Coast and travel to the islands to fulfill Henry’s desire to have his people 
hear the gospel message.  

 
 The most current edition contains new pictures and an epilogue detailing 
how Henry’s body was brought home 175 years after his death in 
Connecticut.   

 
To purchase a copy for yourself or as a gift for someone else, you can visit 
http://www.henryobookiahmemoirs.com or contact our office at the  number listed above. The 
books are available in soft back copies for $15.   
 

  All proceeds from sales of this book are used to further the ministry of the Woman’s Board of 
Missions for the Pacific Islands.  
 



 

 

 
FROM OUR PRESIDENT:     

LORNA BUFIL  

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
 and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Jeremiah 29:11 
   
I am both humbled and pleased to resume serving as President of the Woman’s  
Board of Missions. I look forward to helping to further advance our ministry.  
 
My goals as WBM President 2020 include but are not limited to increasing our membership, working 
closely with our Executive Director, Clara, reaching out to West Hawaii for an Island VP Representative, 
planning a meet and greet in Hilo, and continuing the promotion of the Memoirs of Henry Obookiah.  
 
I want to welcome Loke Kamanu from Kalapana Mauna Kea Church who is our new Hawaii Island Co-
VP Representative. Loke and I have worked on various committees together. She is a great addition to the 
Woman’s Board of Missions. We currently serve together on the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical 
Church (AHEC) executive team. Loke is our Luna Hoomalu Hope (Vice President) and I serve as the 
Kakau Olelo (Secretary). Our schedules do become very hectic, but we are committed to serving God 
utilizing the spiritual gifts he has given us to reach out  and continue making a difference in our 
communities. 
 
In my home church at Haili Congregational Church, I continue to serve as the Missions President, Board 
Trustee, and member of our Church Council and Haili Cantata Choir.  The 2019 holiday season was a very 
busy time for us as we hosted our annual Shipman House Tour, Christmas Cantata and Candlelight Service.  
Mark and Dayna Blair, missionaries to Beijing, China, visited and shared a special sermon at Haili and 
Kuhio Chapel. Our Missions Committee participated in the Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox ministry and hosted a potluck as we filled shoeboxes.  
 
From June 26-30, 2019, I had the opportunity to join Rev. Phyllis Meighen, Rev. David Popham, and other 
church leaders at a retreat in Kalaupapa. It was an inspirational learning experience. We visited Kanaana 
Hou Church where I noticed a picture of Mother Alice, the first woman ordained by the Hawaiian 
Evangelical Association and only female Christian minister in the territory of Hawaii, gracing a wall. I 
learned that she spent a lot of years on Molokai in service to leprosy patients, though she never contracted 
the disease herself. She was known as “Mother Alice” on Molokai for her selfless caring of others. She was 
said to be “a Hawaiian of quiet distinction, a vigorous understanding woman of conviction and courage 
who never turned anyone away.” Her efforts in Molokai drew a lot of support from other churches and 
individuals. Her pastorate was primarily on Maui and Molokai, where she helped to restore the Siloama 
Church. While on Molokai, we visited the Siloama Church where we collaborated in service projects 
cleaning burial sites and the church. Our WBM continues her legacy through the Mother Alice Scholarship 
Fund.  
 
I ask for your continued support needed to our various missions projects and community outreach and thank 
you in advance.  
 
Wishing you a year of joy, prosperity and good health in 2020! 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Lorna  
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FROM  OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  

CLARA D. PRIESTER 
 
                       Doing nothing for others is the undoing of ourselves.  

        -Horace Mann 
 
Greetings to all of you. In this new year, I pray for God’s unparalleled peace,  
sustained health, and wisdom in all that you do.  
 
It is quite stunning how time seems to be moving more and more swiftly. In just three months, our WBM 
will celebrate our 149th year of compassionate ministry. With this in mind, I would like to begin by 
expressing my deepest gratitude for the faithfulness of our Cabinet, Committee Chairs, and all others who 
continue to support this ministry in the ways that you are able. It is only through our collective faithfulness 
that we have the capacity to continue this remarkable legacy. Further, and most importantly, God has made 
up the difference and sustained us during countless transitions.  

Toward the end of 2019, we were extremely pleased that a few of our members stepped in to fill vacant 
roles. It is with vigorous enthusiasm that I extend a warm welcome to Lorna Bufil who resumed her role 
as our WBM President, to Rev. Youlida Yoruw, our new Maui Co-VP Representative, to Loke Kamanu, 
our new Hawaii Island Co-VP Representative, and to Kelcey Bufil (son of WBM President, Lorna Bufil), 
our new Family Thank Offering Chair. We are immeasurably blessed that each of you have chosen to serve 
in your respective roles and I am eager to work with all of you you. Thank you to Alma Balatico and 
Carolyn Winston for their service as members of our Nominating Committee.  
 
Last year, we formed another new partnership with I Support the Girls, a national nonprofit organization 
with an official affiliate in Hawaii. Their mission is to promote menstrual equity by providing menstrual 
hygiene products to prisons, schools, shelters, and impoverished women and girls. Further, I Support the 
Girls-Hawaii (ISGH) seeks to eradicate the stigmatization around this life occurrence for women and girls. 
ISGH donated 1700 pieces of menstrual hygiene products to our WBM. Because of their astounding 
generosity, our WBM distributed 1000 pieces to the Women’s Community Correctional Center (WCCC), 
both to the Mental Health and Hina Mauka Units. An additional 700 pieces were transported by Kauanoe 
Hoomanawanui, WBM member on Kauai, to distribute to women who are homeless there. This is a critical 
ongoing need for many of our sisters in marginalized populations throughout our islands. I am grateful that 
our WBM was involved in a coordinated effort with ISGH to provide a little relief albeit momentarily. 
Assuredly, our work continues.  

In this new year, I anticipate spending some time on Maui, Hawaii Island and possibly Kauai to work 
collaboratively with our Island VP Representatives on expanding our membership. In the past couple of 
years, we have lost several of our beloved members. Others have endured illnesses or are caring for family 
members, precluding them from attending our meetings. Please pray for our members who are experiencing 
these life changes.  

Much of my time for the next couple of months will be expended in the final phase of planning for our 
149th Annual Meeting and Fellowship. We hope that you will join us and bring a friend or a few. This is a 
time where we celebrate all that God has allowed us to fulfill in our communities and globally. It is also a 
time when we often hear the stories of women who have received support from our WBM and share the 
lasting impact it has made on their lives.  

We live in a time where there seems to be an increasing level of apathy that has taken root and resides 
within various social strata of our humanity against those who are marginalized. I am thankful for how this 
ministry continually demonstrates the love and mercy of God to those in need of it most.  
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                          INTRODUCING………..LOKE  KAMANU 

                           HAWAII ISLAND CO-VP REPRESENTATIVE  

Loke Kamanu steadfastly serves as moderator and is an active member of 
Kalapana Mauna Kea Congregational Church in lower Puna. She enjoys 
working with the youth at Kalapana Maunakea Church and encourages growth 
in their ministry to children and youth which has been consistent. Blessedly, 
through her encouragement and that of her congregation, the youth assists and 

                                           serves in conducting services, community outreach, and in the continuing 
functioning of the church.  Loke’s encouragement helps to build and strengthen their foundations, love, 
and trust in Christ. Her passion is to help build strong faith foundations for children and youth. 

 
A proud graduate of the University of Hawaii and Chaminade University, Loke is employed by the 
Department of Education at Keaukaha Elementary School where she began as a Special Educator teacher. 
Currently, Loke teaches and coaches educators. Keaukaha Elementary is the piko of that Hawaiian 
Homestead community, which honors Hawaiian culture, values, and traditions that Loke helps to 
perpetuate. Aloha permeates her actions as our Lord’s love is shared in caring words and actions to her 
students, community, and staff. She has been blessed to receive requests to pray over staff and teachers 
and continues to build faith foundations on her campus.  

 
As the Hawaii State Sunday School Association President, one of Loke’s initiatives is the continued 
support of the Early Release Program, which is a religious education program. Through a partnership 
between Haili Christian Church and Keaukaha Elementary School, students are released one hour early 
one day a week to receive Christian Education Instruction. Loke helps to provide financial support and 
resources so that students have the opportunity to learn about and love Christ.  Each year, there are students 
who give their hearts to Christ.  This is a unique program that fosters hope, faith, love, and confidence in 
Christ for these students. At the age of five, Loke invited Jesus into her life and has been in close 
communion with Him since. She firmly believes that Sunday School is vital for everyone and has a special 
soft spot for children’s needs. 
 
Actively involved with the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches (AHEC), Loke serves as the 
Luna Ho'omalu Hope (Vice-President). As such, she works closely with the small Hawaiian Churches 
statewide to help plan programs and (meetings) which address the needs of these churches and provides 
for time to conduct their business. Additionally, she helps to plan and execute worship services, workshops, 
and fellowship, which are important to these churches as they continue to survive and strive in a world full 
of changes, distractions, and temptations.   
 
What is extremely special to Loke is her family.  She is a single mother of four which she raised as she 
attended college after leaving a failed marriage and moved to Hawaii Island. The Lord supported and 
nurtured her as she leaned heavily on him and her family. Loke has one mo'opuna (grandchild) who is 
greatly loved and believes the Lord has more in store.  
 
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart.  Lean not unto thy own understanding, in all thy ways acknowledge 
him and he shall direct thy paths.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

 

 

Wahine 'aukai (Loke’s daughter)   
 and Loke  

6 



 

 

                       
  

 
                    INTRODUCING…… REV. YOULIDA YORUW 

                     MAUI CO-VP REPRESENTATIVE  

Welcome, Rev. Youlida! Rev. Youlida is a member of Iao Congregational Church. 
In 2012, she was ordained and recalls that Clara was present for her ceremony.  
 

About 12 years ago, Rev. Youlida worked alongside WBM members Lillian 
Maeda, Grace Murata, Susan Lord and former WBM President, Karen Welsh. She  

has served in ministry with Arlene Kealaonalani Pihana, Maui Co-VP Representative. Rev. Youlida 
believes that this is God’s divine time for her to assume this role. Rev. Youlida has expressed her 
excitement about becoming more involved in the WBM and we are delighted that she is a part of our team. 
 
Currently, Rev. Youlida works with Malama I Ke Ola, a diabetes prevention program. As she has grown 
healthier because of her work, her prayer is that she can assist other women in doing the same. She 
considers herself a bridge builder and is committed to sharing the ministry of the WBM and inviting more 
women to become involved. Her passion is to empower all women and to nurture young women in the 
faith.  

              REV. YOULIDA’S UPDATE 
 
         Happy New Year! Our Good Lord is awesome! 

 
Our Yapese and Kosraean communities gathered at Iao United Church of Christ on Wednesday, December 
25, 2019, to celebrate Christmas. Our mixed Micronesian communities have also been involved in all kinds 
of ministry and activities during their after school program. You can learn more about these activities at 
Iao United Church of Christ by visiting iaoucc.org.  

 
It is a blessing to be able to learn more about how I am able to help expand the 
WBM on Maui. I have already been reaching out to our Micronesian women’s 
fellowships on Maui.  
 
I look forward to attending our next WBM meeting on Saturday, February 1, 
2020, and sharing more about what is happening on Maui.  
 
Love always,  
Youlee Hadley Yoruw 
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             OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

                                                                           Rebecca Woodland 
                Missions Co-Chair and Oahu VP Representative  

 
The Woman’s Board of Missions has now been gathering school supplies, hygiene    
items, toys and other gift items throughout the year to fill shoeboxes for Operation 

Christmas Child, the shoebox ministry of Samaritan’s Purse. Shoeboxes are decorated and filled with 
these items (some things from each category) and delivered to impoverished children around the world.   

 
The abundance of quality donated items alone (some from anonymous donors) made it possible for our 
WBM to pack 211 shoeboxes in 2019. Even the shoeboxes, wrapping paper, and tape were donated! Our 
women of the WBM on our sister islands have been promoting Operation Christmas Child and packing 
shoeboxes with their churches and schools. The 211 number only reflects the number of shoeboxes packed 
by our WBM on Oahu. Because of your generosity, hundreds of children are receiving gifts of much-
needed items. Many of these children have never received a gift of any kind, and some have never had 
anything to call their own ~ not even a toothbrush or pencil!  

The final count for shoeboxes from the state of Hawaii for 2019 is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

The boxes are being distributed to children in the Philippines, Nepal, various South Pacific islands, and in 
several Muslim countries (which cannot be named for security reasons). 

Donations are being accepted year-round (some have already come in for 2020). Items most-needed are 
the following: 

• Personal hygiene items: bar soap (mild), washcloths, toothbrushes, combs (no liquids) 
• School supplies: pencils, crayons, bar erasers, pens, pencil sharpeners, binder paper 
• Toys: Beanie Babies, small/medium stuffed toys, small cars, balls, jump-ropes, yo-yos 
• Miscellaneous: baseball caps, beanies (knit hats), socks, T-shirts (kid sizes) 

Please note: All items must be new or in brand-new condition. 
If you wish to make a monetary donation to help defray 
shipping costs, please contact Clara (808) 990-0503  or 
Rebecca (808) 295-3027. 

Thank you for your ongoing generosity and support. With 
every donation, you are making an eternal difference in the 
life of a child. May your new year be filled with joy and 
blessing as you continue to bless others! 

            

 

 
 

     
 

 

 

 
 
  

      Oahu   31,103    
               
Maui     2,949 

      Kauai     3,653 

            Big Island   8,707                                                                                                                                                             
Grand Total:   46,412 
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 BEIJING INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
 

“In Season and Out of Season” 
 

An update from Mark and Dayna Blair, Beijing, China 
         January 2020 

 
 “No church in the New Testament was led by one man. Biblical 
leadership is done by teams.” We have shared this for many 
years of teaching Christian leaders around the world. Now we 
are watching this truth an ocean away from our pastoral post in 
the Beijing International Christian Fellowship 
(www.bicf.org/zgc). We are proud of the great job our fellow 
pastors, elders, deacons, and leaders are doing there now. Our 
church-on-the-move has not missed a Sunday.  
 
We are winding down our three-month Home Assignment in 
Hawaii. While we share in well-established churches that have 
loved and supported us for decades, our Ohana from dozens of 
nations in China have moved from one temporary home to 

another     
  another. On January 5, we started the new decade in our seventh 
  location in 15 years of existence. “Here we have no lasting city”   

 – Indeed! We look forward to praising the Lord with our Beijing family on the first Sunday of March, 
God willing, and seeing our new worship space for the first time. We are reaching international students 
from dozens of nations – many of our lands growing increasingly hostile to “the faith that once for all 
delivered to the saints.” Together we are learning our ministry motto of “Gathering, Growing, and Going” 
holds true through fear and freedom – “in season and out of season!” 
 
Our church’s story is a small glimpse of the troubles recently befallen Christians in China. The pressure 
to move our church twice in the last three months is a light affliction compared to what many other 
brothers and sisters are enduring. Some churches have been completely closed, some pastors are 
imprisoned, and a few church buildings have even been knocked down. And it’s not just Christians. 
People of faith and places of faith are not welcome in the current climate of aggressive Marxist atheism.  
We watch Christians in China stand courageous and creative. Worshipping and walking with the living 
Lord Jesus is not negotiable. God’s rule is ultimate and His presence is permanent. His Kingdom endures 
forever. Their resolve has been a rebuke to our doubts and fears. One of the great privileges of missionary 
service is learning so much from the people we are sent to serve.  
 
We are forever indebted to our Hawaii Conference churches for decades of your prayers and support. 
Tears flowed as we hugged our families “a hui hou” heading out from Haili Church to Uganda in 1982. 
And here we are again, circling around to faithful partner churches that have so faithfully lifted us to the 
“throne of grace” through eight years in Uganda, 11 years in Kazakhstan, and now going back to start 
our 11th year in China.  
 
“Mahalo Nui Loa” for all of your prayers and support. All Glory to God! 
blairstan2@gmail.com  
www.blairstan.blogspot.com  
www.pastormarkblair.org 
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Dayna, Lorna, WBM President (center), and 
Mark at Haili Church on their three-month 
Home Assignment. Photo taken December 2019.   



 

 

 

  THE PAGARAGAN MISSIONARY FAMILY 
 

                 (JAPAN) 
  

                   By Kelly Pagaragan 

               Konnichiwa Friends at WBM! 
 

We want to give you a quick update of what’s been going on in our 
Neighborhood. We are so grateful for your continued support and prayers. 
Your investment in our ministry has helped us share the heart of God to the 
heart of Japan, particularly, Ikebukuro, Tokyo.  
 
On December 1, 2019, we moved into our new building that we are renting 
for the next two years. The Neighborhood Student and Ministry Center held 
its Grand Opening and Open House on December 21.  We had an event each 
day that week introducing different ministry groups to the center.  
 
Pictured are just two of the four rooms that we have opened for visiting short-
term mission teams, homestay students and other ministry opportunities. One 
such opportunity has already begun.  

 
Without going into a lot of detail, our first guest 
moved in a few days after Christmas. A mom 
and two young girls asked to stay with us for the 
winter break. Mom has not fully disclosed the 
home situation, but it seems that their safety is 
in jeopardy. Although we were not completely 
moved in and unpacked, the Lord has already 
made The Neighborhood a place of safety and 
comfort to those in our circle. Please pray for the 
peace and safety for this mom and two daughters 
Also, that we would be able to continue to be in 
a safe place where the love and hope of Jesus 
will shine through.  

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:14-17 

 
 

Kelly Pagaragan 

 

 

THE PAGARAGAN POST 

                AN UPDATE FROM OUR MISSIONARY FAMILY IN JAPAN 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

We returned to Japan this past spring and we are continuing to be on the hunt for a location for 
our Student and Ministry Center, the Neighborhood. We currently have an offer in for a beautiful 
house that we believe we could house us as well as the Student Center for the next four years. 
However, until we receive confirmation from the realtors that the owner has accepted our offer, we 
are waiting. If this does not happen, we know that the Lord will continue to guide us and provide a 
space for our ministry. In the meantime, here are some things we have been doing that you can 
be lifting in prayer: 
 
We began a twice monthly “Life Group” at Sonrise 
Café. We have dinner together and we lead a short 
devotional that ends in discussion and sharing. Our 
goal is to provide a safe, relaxing atmosphere for 
community to develop, where people feel free to invite 
non-Christians, and where church members can get 
to know each other better. At our first meeting, three 
church members attended. Two weeks later, we had 
five church members, three non-Christians, and three 
kids. Those who were non-Christians included a 
woman whose family lives at and runs the local 
Buddhist temple. She said afterwards that she had 
never heard or been around any type of Christian 
event before and that she found it very interesting. She thanked us for allowing her to participate. 
I invited her back this month and she said that she would like to come back!  

 
Our college ministry is also doing well. We had a 
summer get together with 6 students and 1 mom! She 
wants to help with cooking classes once we start 
offering them at the student center. The Lord is 
certainly building relationships with our students and 
their families. Please pray for more opportunities to 
open the doors to the hearts of our precious friends.   
 
 

        
 
 
 

 
 By Kelly Pagaragan  

Be Blessed, 
The Pagaragans – Jeff, Kelly, Taylor, Bailey, Kendyl, Reagan and Colson 
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        COMPASSIONATE WOMEN MINISTRY  

             MISSION SERVICE 
 

           (POHNPEI) 
 

         By Karleen Samuel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On March 31, 2019, the Compassionate Women members had a get together at the Fusion Restaurant in 
Pohnpei. Forty-five ladies participated in the gathering and among the forty-five, nine were invited by 
members. The main goal of the gathering was to socialize, build and strengthen relationship among both 
new and old members.  

The organizing committee had the opportunity to invite Mrs. Herolyn Movick who worked as the Pacific 
Women Business Counselor at Pacific Community-SPC. Mrs. Movick introduced a program she is 
managing named The Pacific Women Growing Business Group. The goal of the program is to educate 
women in the Pacific on how to create, maintain and run a successful business that can benefit their 
families and their communities.  

This get-together concluded with a message from Amy Santiago, on the importance of developing and 
maintaining a relationship with the Lord Jesus as well as neighboring women. She referenced Hebrew 
10:25, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching, to support her teaching. 

 
 

 

  

 

Reported by: Karleen Samuel on January 20, 2020 
  

1 

COMPASSIONATE WOMEN MINISTRY MISSION SERVICE 

Year 2019 

 

 

On month of March 31, 2019, the Compassionate Women members had a get 
together at the Fusion Restaurant in Pohnpei. Forty-five ladies participated in the 
gathering and among the forty-five, nine members were invited by members. The main 
goal of the gathering was to socialize, build and strengthen relationship among both 
new and old members.  

The organizing committee had the opportunity to invite Mrs. Herolyn Movick who 
worked at the Pacific Women Business Counselor at Pacific Community-SPC. Mrs. 
Movick introduced a program she is managing named, The Pacific Women Growing 
Business Group. The goal of the program is to educate women in the Pacific on how to 
create, maintain and run a successful business that can benefit their families and their 
communities. 

This get-together concluded with a message from Amy Santiago, on importance 
of developing and maintaining relationship with Lord Jesus plus neighboring women. 
She used Hebrew 10:25 to support her teaching. 
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        COMPASSIONATE WOMEN MINISTRY  

             MISSION SERVICE 
 

           (POHNPEI) 

On June 5, 2019, CWM supported two groups who were tasked to reach out to some communities on 
island of Pohnpei on week of June 3-7, 2019. The support given out was $100.00 by each group. This 
amount was to help purchase gospel tracts that they would be distributing during their outreach. These 
groups were Dusty Santos’ group who came from Hawaii and Every Home youth, which also comprised 
members of the CWM.  

We are excited to announce that three of our CWM members gave birth. All were blessed with beautiful 
healthy babies. CWM members offered baby gifts to all mothers on October 28 and December 31, 2019.  

CWM activities this year were mostly based on support. Again all of these activities were possible because 
of the assistance we continually get from CWM members and the Woman’s Board of Missions for the 
Pacific Islands in Hawaii.  

       TOM AND MONICA LIDDLE 

       (MISSIONARIES TO EAST TIMOR) 

October 1, 2019 was an exciting day. We picked up three friends from our local church in Duluth, 
Minnesota, at the Dili International airport.  First, we took them to Atauru Island, a small tropical island a 
one-hour boat ride from Dili. There we took two days for them to get over jetlag while snorkeling over 
world-class coral reefs and relaxing in hammocks.  Then it was back to Dili and off to Lospalos.  Our 
small truck isn’t big enough to carry us all over the bumpy road home, so Andy went with Monica and 
Hannah on the bus.  They left Dili at 9pm and got into Lospalos by 7:00 a.m., while the rest of us left at a 
leisurely morning time to arrive home mid-afternoon.   

During the next week our three friends took in life in Lospalos – the opposite of the world’s typical rat-
race. They spent time in the clinic with Monica and the staff, visited small farms and took walks.  They 
joined Tom and colleague, Pastor Ayang, on two of our weekly home worship visits.  Through these 
experiences our three friends witnessed firsthand bits of Timorese hospitality, faith, and daily life.  Andy 
also helped Tom with a construction project on the clinic, and they picked up some locally made crafts 
which support livelihoods for Timorese women and their families.  The best part, though, for us at least, 
were the many talks we had.  Living in Lospalos we are in many ways isolated from the “modern world,” 
and connections with English speaking friends are limited to our infrequent trips to Dili. 

Yet another highlight this month has been a 4-day theological seminar with all of IPTL’s pastors, which 
Tom helped to organize and lead, along with an Indonesian theologian and Deenabandhu Manchala, our 
Executive Minister from Global Ministries.  The three of us facilitated Bible studies, presentations and 
small group work, all with the aim of helping our friends in IPTL clarify their theological orientation and 
sharpen their sense of mission. 

As we enter November we are down to four months left in our assignment. The notion of moving back to 
the U.S. is both exciting and daunting for all of us. We are ready to be nearer to family, yet having become 
accustomed to this place and people, it already hurts to think of leaving.  Nevertheless, we believe that our 
connections will continue here.  And we continue to be grateful for the claim this special place has made 
on our lives. 

God’s Peace, 

Tom and Monica 
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COMPASSIONATE WOMEN MINISTRY MISSION SERVICE 

Year 2019 

 

 

On month of March 31, 2019, the Compassionate Women members had a get 
together at the Fusion Restaurant in Pohnpei. Forty-five ladies participated in the 
gathering and among the forty-five, nine members were invited by members. The main 
goal of the gathering was to socialize, build and strengthen relationship among both 
new and old members.  

The organizing committee had the opportunity to invite Mrs. Herolyn Movick who 
worked at the Pacific Women Business Counselor at Pacific Community-SPC. Mrs. 
Movick introduced a program she is managing named, The Pacific Women Growing 
Business Group. The goal of the program is to educate women in the Pacific on how to 
create, maintain and run a successful business that can benefit their families and their 
communities. 

This get-together concluded with a message from Amy Santiago, on importance 
of developing and maintaining relationship with Lord Jesus plus neighboring women. 
She used Hebrew 10:25 to support her teaching. 
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          THE UCCP PASUQUIN LEARNING CENTER  

 

 

   G      Greetings from the UCCP Learning Center!  Masaganang Bagong Taon sa inyong     
                                      lahat! - A Prosperous New Year to all of you!  My husband and I arrived in the   

Philippines in November in time to celebrate the holidays with the UCCP Learning Center. Currently 
enrollment is maxed out at 36, a limitation dictated by the available classroom space.  Ten of the students 
are recipients of the WBM’s scholarship that covers books and tuition.  The UCCP Learning Center is very 
thankful to the WBM for its continued scholarship support. Without your support, the Learning Center 
would not be able to offer financially disadvantaged children the opportunity to receive a quality, Christian-
based education. Usually these children are either orphans who are taken care of by relatives and parents 
who do not have a regular job, or are raised by a single parent with several other children in the family.  
God bless you all! 

The month of November leading up to the Christmas break 
is a very busy time for the teachers and the children at the 
Learning Center. Along with learning their regular lessons, 
they are preparing their presentation for the annual Christmas 
program. This is the time when the teachers’ skills and 
creativity are tested along with their patience. The Learning 
Center is blessed to have teachers who are skilled in making 
learning fun, who love the children, and who love their 
profession.  Their command of the classroom was evident in 
the way the children behaved and performed during the 
Christmas Program. The parents, teachers and guests were all 
proud of the children and enjoyed the performance.  

 
The program was followed by a catered lunch sponsored by 
the PTA of the Learning Center, friends vacationing from 
abroad, and funds from the WBM’s “Joy Parade Collection.” 
The children, parents and guests always feel special during 
this time of the holiday season. Some of the money from the 
“Joy Parade Collection” was also used to purchase health and 
sanitation gift items for the indigent children. 

 
We thank you again for your support.  You are not only helping 
the children but also their families by giving them and their 
parents/guardians a chance to hear about the Good News of 
Jesus as they bring this message into their homes through the 
Christian songs, poems and stories they hear and learn in their 
classes. It does take a village to raise a child and it is our hope 
and prayer that it is through a child who has been nurtured and 
educated at the UCCP Pasuquin Learning Center that the 
village will be delivered from poverty through education and 
be drawn closer to God.   
 
Salamat (thank you) to all of you for your continued partnership in this ministry.   
 
Mahalo Ke Akua! 
 

 
 

     
     By Alma Balatico 
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“Sometimes we’re fractured by the choices we make; sometimes we’re shattered by things we would 
never have chosen. But our brokenness is also the source of our common humanity, the basis for our 
shared search for comfort, meaning, and healing. Our shared vulnerability and imperfection nurtures 
and sustains our capacity for compassion.”      Bryan Stevenson  
 
For the women in the Women’s Community Correctional Center, visits are greatly anticipated and  
cherished. This is especially true for the women in the WCCC who rarely or, in fact, never receive visits 
from anyone other than those involved in community outreach or ministry. On this premise, we are joyful 
about opportunities to fellowship with the women and ended 2019 doing so.  
 
On Tuesday, November 26, 2019, Georgette De Mello, Uilani Pascua, and Kapua Taketa (members of 
Agape Christian Fellowship), Candie Spencer, and I joined together in a fellowship with approximately 
45 women in the Mental Health and Hina Mauka Units at the WCCC. During this visit, we served pumpkin 
pie along with eight gallons of assorted flavors of ice cream. To some, this may seem like a miniscule 
gesture or perhaps something not worth even mentioning. For the women who enjoyed these treats as they 
talked and laughed with one another, their joy was unquestionably visible. As the women moved through 
the line they were standing in to receive ice cream, I enthusiastically scooped generous amounts into their 
bowls. Then, suddenly, one young woman came forward in tears as she held her bowl. When I asked, 
“Sister, why is it that are you crying”, she responded, “I haven’t had ice cream for more than a year.”  I 
assured her that she could have as much as she could contain that day. In fact, this was an announcement 
made to the entire group of women. Gladly and swiftly, they all returned for more.  

As we continued to serve, sit amongst, talk and laugh with our sisters, one asked if I could share more 
about the WBM and who we are. This of course, is always a privilege to do - to inform others about the 
legacy of this compassionate ministry. After sharing the ministry of our WBM and introducing the women 
who also served with me, I took the opportunity to express words of encouragement to the women. I 
explained that though we were members of different organizations, what mattered is that we love them 
and that we had been sent to let them all know that they matter greatly; that we do not need to know them 
personally to love them; that their gifts and talents are in no way diminished by their incarceration; that 
we are no greater than any one of them; and that though they are hidden, they are still members of our 
beloved community by virtue of the One who created us all. In conclusion, I quoted Bryan Stevenson 
(Founder/CEO of Equal Justice Initiative, and author of Just Mercy) who empathetically articulated, “each 
of us is more than the worse thing we have ever done.” At this time, several of the women could be seen 
weeping. I sensed that singing would be a great way to end our visit, so I asked them if they would sing a 
song together. What followed was nothing short of God’s magnificence. They began singing, “How Great 
is Our God?”  followed by a medley of a few worship songs. I describe this as God’s magnificence because 
we are not permitted to mention “God” in the Hina Mauka Unit. Though we respectfully submit to their 
policy, it was our sisters who initiated their worship to God. What a most treasured experience that was!                       

  
 

 
 

  

By Clara D. Priester 
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         THE EDITH WOLFE SCHOLARSHIP 

           Applications to Open Soon 
It was the Rev. Edith H. Wolfe who found creative ways to care for one another that 
strengthens the bonds of service. She established the motto: “Never Underestimate the 
Power of a CHRISTIAN Woman” and incorporated the award by the same name to 
honor those who are an integral part of the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific  

Islands and the Christian community at large.  In honor of Edith Helen Wolfe, a memorial scholarship fund 
was established to carry on her unequalled gift of generosity. Edith gave to all those in need. She cared for 
the sick, she took in the lost and the lonely, she fed the hungry and supported many in their educational 
endeavors. She established the Mother Alice Fund to help support UCC women seminarians that continues 
to this day. “E. Wolfe,” as she was fondly called, was a giant among women. Her reputation continues to 
follow her and she is remembered in most of the churches in our Hawaii Conference fellowship and 
beyond. We are most grateful for her presence among us at the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific 
Islands and honor her memory with this scholarship fund.  
 
The Edith H. Wolfe Scholarship Committee will be receiving applications beginning April 15 through 
June 30, 2020.  All women seeking post-high school higher education for both university and trade-school 
degrees may apply. To request an application, please contact the Woman’s Board of Missions office at 
(808) 791-5647 or email Carolyn Winston, Chairwoman at cwinstonhawaii@gmail.com. 
 

GIVE ALOHA/FOODLAND 

A special note of thanks to all of you who participated in Foodland’s Annual Community Matching Gifts 
Program. With your consideration and through the collective giving of members and friends, we raised 
$727.33.  

STATEWIDE STAMPS FOR A LIVING PROJECT 

By Katsuko Enoki, Former WBM President  
What do you do with cancelled stamps? Please do not throw them away! The Woman’s Board of Missions 
has had a Stamp Project since before 1988. Members, friends and relatives of the United Church of Christ 
including Po'okela Church have been collecting and sending them to a sheltered workshop in Bethel, 
Germany and Washington D.C. to provide employment for workers with disabilities. The Pukalani and 
Maui Family Community Education Clubs have joined the cause. At our 2016 state convention in Kauai, 
members committed to participate statewide. Thank you especially to Carol Lum from Kauai who donated 
her stamp collection hobby and Lynn Barut from Maui who counted her stamps (in the thousands) and 
donated them from her worksite! Carol Miura, WBM coordinator who ships the stamps only to Germany  
now (D.C. site closed) has shared that it is harder to obtain canceled stamps since so many people 
communicate electronically.   

If you reside in Maui and want to participate, please call Katsuko Enoki at 808-856-6537 or send an email 
to kenoki@hawaii.rr.com. If you reside in Oahu, the Woman’s Board of Missions is located at 1848 
Nuuanu Avenue, Honolulu. You can contact Clara, our executive director, at (808) 791-5647. If you reside 
in other neighbor islands, you can mail stamps directly to Carol Miura at 3700 Kilauea Avenue, Honolulu, 
HI, 96816. Her telephone is 808-732-3334. 

Thank you to all who have supported this amazing ministry. Thank you to Carol Miura for her 32 years of 
dedication to the Stamp Project.   
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     INTRODUCING……….….KELCEY BUFIL 
 

    FAMILY THANK OFFERING COMMITTEE CHAIR 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who      
 believes in him should not perish but may have eternal life.   John 3:16 NRSV 

 
I am truly humbled to serve as the new WBM Family Thank Offering Committee 

Chair. It has been a pleasure to meet Clara D. Priester, Ruby Donlin, Arlene Pihana, Rebecca Woodland, 
Kauanoe Hoomanawanui, and others at their Annual Meeting and Fellowship gatherings and other church 
events. 
  
Born and raised in Hilo, I graduated from Hilo High School in 2008 and attended Hilo Community College 
for Paralegal Studies. Currently, and for the past eight years, I have been employed as the Property Manager 
of Haili Apartments, owned by Haili Church. 
 
My testimony is that through the Lord's plan, I was led to Haili Church in 2009. It was shortly after my 
father suffered a heart attack. Since 2010, I have been an active member of my church as Haili's Youth 
delegate, attending Ho'ikes and the Halawai throughout our islands, teaching crafts for Vacation Bible 
School during the summer for many years, and assisting with numerous Sunday School activities.   
  
Currently, I also dedicate time to serving the Lord in various capacities as a member of the Haili Cantata 
Choir, Ministry of Music Head, and Missions Committee. My dream of forming a Haili Men's Choir about 
six months ago  has been realized under the direction of Kaina Waiau. He is the son of Aunty Hawea 
Waiau, who was a long-serving member of the WBM and Haili Church. This commitment with the Haili 
Men’s Choir keeps me very busy but singing is a passion of mine. 
  
There are many people in my life who have inspired me. My mom, Lorna, raised me as a single parent. I 
am truly humbled by her dedication and for the sacrifices that she has made to support me. Her guidance 
during those times when I needed to make important decisions has been invaluable. Working closely with 
leaders and pastors have allowed me to connect with many in our sister churches on our island. Among 
members of the Woman's Board of Missions, kupuna like the late Aunty Juliet Galuteria, Aunty Haleaka 
Martin, and Ruby Donlin have shared a lot of their mana'o and guidance with me. For that, I am truly 
grateful. I hold a deep level of Aloha and respect for our kupuna. 
  
In times of leisure, my interests include singing, working with computers, meeting new people, and 
learning new things. The Lord has blessed me in so many ways for which I am thankful. 
  
Since I officially began my role as the Family Thank Offering Chair on October 15, 2019, our committee 
has reviewed and granted three one-time mission grants for emergency financial assistance. You can read 
more about the work of the Family Thank Offering Committee on the following page.  
  
I would like to extend my appreciation to Grace Murata, WBM member on Maui, and Ruby Donlin, former 
Family Thank Offering Committee Chair, for their time and care in reviewing the many requests received 
by our WBM. I look forward to continuing this important work with all of you. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Kelcey Ian Keala Bufil  
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  FAMILY THANK OFFERING 

 Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the merciful Father, the God from 
whom all help comes. He helps us in all our troubles, so that we are able to help others who have all 
kinds of troubles, using the same help that we ourselves have received from God.   Paul's Second Letter 
to the Corinthians, chapter 1:3-4 TEV  

The Family Thank Offering Committee prayerfully and judiciously reviews requests for emergency 
financial assistance and approves one-time mission grants to meet a special need of individuals or 
families. These one-time mission grants have included assistance with rent delinquencies, security 
deposits, utility bills, food, medication and more. Requests must be submitted to the WBM office by a 
pastor or church leader, community advocate, or WBM member. All requests are authenticated by the 
Executive Director and require supporting documentation prior to review by the Family Thank Offering 
Committee. The Family Thank Offering is exclusively for emergency assistance requests throughout 
Hawaii. 

From January 1 through December 31, 2019, our Family Thank Offering Committee granted 12 
one-time mission grants totaling $5,207.24 to:  

v Missionaries to the Beijing International Christian Fellowship      $500.00  

v A formerly incarcerated woman requiring rental assistance and a bus pass       $500.00 

v A mother of two children requiring rental assistance                  $350.00  

v A woman experiencing hardship after a job loss       $350.00 
 

v A woman experiencing financial hardship for seminary-related expenses               $400.00 
 

v A mother for her son who underwent brain surgery       $500.00 
 

v A mother of two requiring assistance with child custody legal fees    $500.00 
 

v A mother facing disconnection of electricity in her home         $500.00 
 

v An elderly woman in crisis after the sudden death of her husband    $500.00 
 

v A woman with severe disabilities facing disconnection of electricity    $371.89 
 

v A woman requiring assistance for a delinquent utility bill      $235.35 
 

v A formerly incarcerated woman requiring rental assistance      $500.00 

We extend our deepest appreciation to all of you who have given generously to the Family Thank Offering 
Fund. It has enabled us to continue providing assistance to women and children in need of support most.  
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BECOME A MEMBER 
Offer your gifts and talents to support women and children in crisis and unexpected need.  
 
HOST A COLLECTION DRIVE  
Rally family and friends to donate items on our wish list (on the back page of our newsletters). We are 
always in need of menstrual hygiene products, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, and 
composition books for the populations of women that we serve.  
  
MEMORIAL DONATIONS  
Make a donation in honor of a loved one.  
 
ATTEND OUR ANNUAL MEETING AND FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS  
Join us and bring a guest or a few with you.   
 
LEGACY AND PLANNED GIVING  
Give a gift after your lifetime through bequests, retirement plans and/or life insurance.  
            
GIVE ALOHA/FOODLAND  
Participate in this annual community matching gifts program in the month of September. 

---------------------------------------------------cut along dotted line----------------------------------------------- 

My Gift 

Name _______________________________________________   Phone:_________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________ State  ______________________    Zip Code__________________________ 
 
___Check enclosed payable to WBM   Visa/Mastercard/Discover Card (circle one)       Expiration Date _ _/_ _ _ _ 

                                                                Card #________________________________  CVV or CSC Code______ 
                                                                                                                                             (security code-back of card) 

Designation Name of Person Your Gift Honors Amount 
Memorial Gift  (in honor of a loved one)   
Family Thank Offering Fund2    
Edith Wolfe Scholarship Fund3   
Mother Alice Scholarship Fund4      
Operational/Administrative   
Other5 (identify mission of your choice here)                    

2 Family Thank Offering - financial emergency assistance.  
3 Edith Wolfe Scholarship - For women seeking post-high school higher education for both university and trade-
school degrees 
4Mother Alice Scholarship Fund - for UCC women attending a seminary (students who are Members in 
Discernment (MID) of Hawaii Conference associations) 
5Other - Any mission highlighted in our newsletter  
Mail completed form to WBM, 1848 Nuuanu Ave, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817. For questions please call our office at 
(808) 791-5647. You can also make a donation on our WBM web page by visiting www.hcucc.org and selecting 
“Directory,” “Affiliated Organizations,” and clicking on “Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands” to get 
to our “Donate” button.  

 

Ways to Support the WBM 
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   RNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
 
 
 

 
  
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
                               

             
              
  

Declare his glory among the  
              
              
              

               
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

Psalm 96:3 
 

  

Pray For Our Missionaries 
 

  

                        Mark and Dayna Blair 
  Beijing International Christian Fellowship 
                                 CHINA 

                    Tom and Monica Liddle 
          Global Ministries Missionaries  
                       EAST TIMOR 

   Rose Ludwig (far right) and daughters 
    Campus Crusade for Christ (CRU)                  
                             GUAM 

                     The Pagaragan Family  
      Missionary Family – Team USA 

                               JAPAN  
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     WOMAN’S BOARD OF MISSIONS FOR THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
     1848 NUUANU AVE.    
     HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 

 

 
 

 
                                                    WISH LIST 
                                                (new or very gently used) 

The items listed below are regularly needed for missions projects and outreach. If you are able and willing 
to donate any of these items or a combination of them at any time, it would be a great relief to those in 
unexpected need. Items marked with an asterisk are most requested. 
Personal Items            Bedding Items             Baby Items 
Shampoo/Conditioner *           Pillows (standard)           Baby Powder  
Body Wash/Soap *           Blankets             Baby Lotion * 
Body Lotion *                        Mattress Pads            Diapers & Wipes * 
Toothpaste * 
Toothbrushes *           School Supplies            Other 
Toilet Paper                     Crayons              Socks 
Hand Wipes/Sanitizers           Composition Books                  Bibles 
Deodorant *                         Pens (black ink)             Prescription Eyeglasses  
Menstrual Hygiene Products *                  Pocket Folders             Postage Stamps             
Tampons *                       Markers              Plain Envelopes 
Combs/Brushes                                         Erasers              Fabric/Sewing Notions 
Personal Wipes                      Pencils                                      Gift Cards (Walmart, Longs  
Kleenex                                                     Elmer’s Glue                                              Drugs, Safeway) 

                                              MAHALO NUI LOA  

     Donations & Gifts  
     Maile Anderson  
     Stephanie Borges    

  Lorna Bufil 
     Kayla Bush  
     Susan Bush                                
     Dr.Virgie Chattergy 
     Lisa Fong  
     Donna Gamboa                              
   Mrs. Hayashi    
     Nancy Heu                                                                                         
     Karen Koles                         
     Carol Miura 

  Irene Nomura  
     Dr. Dwayne Priester                       
     Dame Tadia Rice  

  Cynthia Sato        
  Carol and Mike Sullivan 
  Sandra Toorinjian 
   

Women’s Fellowship          
      

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Alan Yoshida 
Saeko Yoshida   
Colleen Yoshikawa 
Kristen Young   
 
Churches/Organizations 
Central Union Church 
Central Union Church Thrift Shop  
Church of the Holy Cross 
First Chinese Church of Christ   
First Chinese Church of Christ - 
Women’s Sewing Fellowship 
First United Protestant Church - Hilo  
Friends of the Library 
Haili Congregational Church 
I Support Girls Hawaii  
Kaumakapili Church 
Pukalani Family Community 
Education  

Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii  
UCC Judd St.  
Waiokeola Congregational Church 
Women’s League of Central Union  
Waialua UCC 
 
Cancelled Stamps (for Stamp 
Project) 
Rose Marie Doral       
Judith Engstrom  
Kats Enoki  
Rae Kobayashi  
Vicky Malaqui  
H.M. Wyeth  
 
Churches/Organizations 
Hawaii Conference United Church  
of Christ  
Pookela Church 
 


