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Come celebrate with the Woman’s Board of Missions as 

we enter into a new era of ministry, mission, community 

and growth!  We have missed being together; now is our 

opportunity!  $50.00 includes the Annual Meeting and 

Lunch with great worship, keynote address, music by 

Starr Kalahiki and Kenneth Makuakane, hula by Darleen 

Perry, fellowship, a silent auction and more surprises.  

Tickets may be purchased right here, through WBM 

members or by calling our office at 808 791-5647 or 

emailing us at wbm@hcucc.org .  We are eager to see you 

there.  Come early to enjoy fellowship & the Silent 

Auction. 

155th Annual Meeting 

Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands 

Saturday, July 5, 2025, 10:00 a.m., Central Union Church Parish Hall 

1660 S. Beretania Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 

 

 

“Amazing Grace” 

Now you can buy 

your tickets 

through PayPal.  

Please indicate the 

purpose when you 

buy your tickets.  

“Stepping out of the darkness into the Light”. She has 

endured anguishing darkness, struggling through 

dangers, trials, and fear of the unknown and unseen. Her 

journey has taught her much and strengthened her 

resolve, and by the grace of God, brought her into this 

glorious light with hope, gratitude, and joy.  No turning 

back!   

--Original 9x12 acrylic painting framed 

by Rebecca Woodland--  



 

Wondrous Woman of God 

     “Her name says it all – grace.”   “She is love in 

action.”  She was the best teacher.”  “She really 

has strength in spirit.”   Everyone agrees, these 

heart-felt comments define this issue’s Wondrous 

Woman of God = Graceleanor Baird, of Waimea, 

Kauai.  Coming up on 97 years old, Graceleanor 

still has the spunk and appreciation for life that 

have defined her.  Throughout her life Graceleanor 

has fostered a heart of compassion.  She and her 

husband, Rev. Lyle M. Baird, chose to be foster 

parents for two children along with their daughter.  

She also helped women in prison.  As a long-time 

member of the Woman’s Board she has supported 

our Stamp Project since its inception, even 

traveling to Germany to meet with the people that 

the Stamp Project works with there – people who 

have physical and learning disabilities.   

     Graceleanor found herself widowed with three 

young children and took on the challenge of single 

parenting with determination and dignity.  She took 

the job of school teacher at a local high school 

where she was highly respected and threw herself 

into carrying on her former position as pastor’s 

wife.  She has served in almost every capacity at 

Waimea UCC, the church she worked to unite from 

three smaller churches in Waimea, Kauai. 

    When Hurricane Iniki struck Kauai, Graceleanor 

watched her belongings fly away and her house 

crumble.  But, knowing she belonged to a loving 

God who “takes care of His own”, she squared her 

shoulders, got to work, fixed her house and put an 

apartment in the bottom so she could love on other 

people – this writer included.  She used that B&B 

to share the love of God with whomever found their 

way to her.  When one guest became a “tenant”, 

then became a “squatter” Graceleanor had no other 

recourse but to sell that beautiful house that love 

had built.  And she did all that with Grace and 

loving kindness. 

God Bless Graceleanor Baird! 

 

 

The President Speaks 

It has been a great pleasure to serve as your 

President. I stepped into the position on July 1st, 

2024. What a year it’s been! We took on the huge job 

of updating and virtually redoing and passing our 

bylaws. An attempt was made in 2004 but not much 

had been done with them since the 1960s! We 

cleaned and rearranged our office at Central Union 

Church and I purchased a business hotspot so we 

now have internet! Now we can once again hold 

hybrid meetings in person and on Zoom for neighbor 

island folks. We brought back in person meetings  at 

the Christmas meeting and potluck returning the 

fellowship portion and have reimplemented a 

spiritual message at each meeting.  

     We are excited about our coming annual meeting 

where we will be honored by the musical gifts of  our 

friends Starr Kalahiki, Kahu Kenneth Makuakane 

and the beautiful hula of Darlene Perry. 

I want to thank all of the members who worked 

tirelessly on the bylaws and who have faithfully kept 

our organization running. We are actively recruiting 

new members - particularly younger women who can 

keep us current with technology and modern 

advances.  And we are looking for older women who 

can give of their vast experiences and wisdom. 

We look forward to seeing you at our 155th Annual 

Meeting and Luncheon on July 5th at 10am at 

Central Union Parish Hall! 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Compassion    Competence   

Commitment   Character   

Community 

 Blessings, 

Melinda Ahn 



Let’s Hear It For Our Missions 

 

HO`OLA NA PUA & PEARL HAVEN 

“Ho`ola Na Pua (New Life for Our Children) was 

founded to shine light on the dark criminal 

enterprise of sex trafficking, placing the health of 

our youth at the center of our mission and vision 

for our community.”  Pearl Haven’s mission is to 

keep girls safe from sexual exploitation with 

secure housing, nourishing meals and the care 

they deserve.  Since operation began in 2021 62 

youths have been cared for.  Innovative 

programming like cultural arts, therapeutic music 

and arts, fitness, gardening, STEM education and 

animal therapy are all aimed at healing body, mind 

and spirit of the youth who call Pearl Haven home. 

     Liz has been one of those girls.  She says, “It’s 

amazing how my story has inspired so many 

people who don’t know me to help girls like me.  I 

didn’t know that was possible, but there are good 

people that are willing to help.”  Today Liz begins 

a journey of healing and exploration, embracing 

her identity and radiating joy and hope to the 

world.  Like many others, she has found her 

newfound freedom.   

     Part of the WBM’s missions’ statement is “to 

educate and encourage children to their highest 

potential…” and partnering with Ho`ola Na Pua 

accomplishes just that.  Pearl Haven has served 62 

youths since its inception in 2021.  Since then, 

they have seen an astonishing 47% improvement 

in trauma symptoms, 58% improvement in 

depressive symptoms and a 33% improvement in 

symptoms of anxiety. 

 

 

 

 

STAMPS FOR THE WOUNDED 

     The WBMPI has been collecting stamps for 

many years sending them to caring ministries who 

use them in the process of healing.  In recent years 

we have been sending them to the Stamps for the 

Wounded ministry.  This ministry works with the 

U.S. Dept. of Veteran Affairs caring for our 

wounded and ill service men and women who are 

both in- and out- patients at VA hospitals and 

caring homes across the country.  The Stamp 

recipients are people who have served in the U.S. 

military in foreign wars from as far back as World 

War II up to the most recent conflict. 

     The deadliest foe that hospitalized personnel 

must fight is Enforced Idleness and its deadly 

allies: boredom, loneliness, frustration, futility and 

despair.  Stamps for the Wounded works to relight 

the spark of interest and life in the weary eyes of a 

wounded or convalescent veteran… eyes that 

without such help would stare at nothing but what 

one veteran called “white ceilings and dark 

futures.”  Stamps give bedridden, long-term 

treatment patients and convalescent patients a 

consuming interest.  They can sort and mount often 

beautiful stamps while in bed.  If ambulatory or in 

a wheel chair, they pass happy hours soaking 

stamps and mounting them in albums.  Even the 

withdrawn, mentally disabled patient takes 

pleasure in using more common stamps in 

organized therapy sessions to make fanciful 

greeting cards or to cover decorative boxes.  Some 

patients have been excited to create decoupage 

artwork, “painting” using bits of stamps, and other 

creations.   

    Stamps may be dropped  

off at the Central Union  

Church office during normal 

 business hours.  

                                                         



Where the Woman’s Board Stands Today 

It brings us great pleasure to announce and invite you to join us at our 155th Annual Meeting!   Because 

we are all volunteers at the present time, we need others to join us in making this the exciting Celebration 

it promises to be.  1: We have a team that is preparing for the Silent Auction.  Do you have beautiful 

treasures you would like to donate, or theater tickets or some gift from your business establishment?  

Please bring your donated items to the Central Union Church office, wrapped with: “WBM Silent Auction” 

noted on the box, bag or envelope.  No clear boxes or bags that could walk away, please, no later than 

June 16.  All donations are tax-deductible. 

2:  We are publishing our Annual Report.  Would you consider working with this editor in collecting and 

preparing the individual reports for publishing?  We really appreciate the extra hands.  Please email this 

editor at cwinstonhawaii@gmail.com if you would like to help. 

3:  As you read this be thinking about three friends who you can invite to join you for a morning filled 

with joy and friendship and surprises.  You may call the Woman’s Board at 808 791-5647 or email us at 

wbm@hcucc.org or see the front page QR code to purchase tickets. 

See you at the W.B.M. Annual Meeting! 

 

 
 

Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands 

1660 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96826 

 

 

 

mailto:cwinstonhawaii@gmail.com
mailto:wbm@hcucc.org

