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Wondrous Woman of God

“You are the light of the world...so let your light shine so
that all may see your good works and glorify God...” If
anyone has taken this verse to heart it is Linda

Kaauwai Iwamoto. People say of Linda, “Her light
shines everywhere she goes. She is always smiling;
she is beautiful inside and out. She is a joy to be
around. She is definitely a servant of God. She
exudes the love of Christ!” They also say, “She is
my sister.” (She is number 17 of 17 siblings.)

We are thrilled that Linda will receive her
Masters of Divinity from Pacific School of Religion
this coming May. She says she has been thrilled to
study at PSR; and it has been the Woman’s Board’s
joy to grant her a scholarship. It is just the icing on
the cake of Linda’s long ministry. It has always been
her dream to preach in the church where her
grandfather, Isaiah Kalunakanawai Kaauwai
preached, Kapaa First Hawaiian Church on Kauai.
Her brother Samuel preached there, and now Linda
is living her dream, guiding
parishioners who have been
transformed by the Gospel.
She also preaches at
Hanapepe 1% Hawaiian
Church monthly and joy-
fully says yes to all invi-
tations to preach where-
ever and whenever she
is asked.

God Bless Linda Kaauwai
Iwamoto!

The President Speaks

We are progressing well and I couldn’t be happier with
our growth! We have been welcoming new members and
we are doing the work we’ve always intended to do. I will
use our last meeting in January as an example. We
welcomed a new member and swore in 2 new officers.
During the meeting we had a report of a boots on the
ground youth trip led by one of our members to the
Philippines helping people in ghettoes of Manila. The
youth didn’t know places like that existed, and thanked
God for what they have. I don’t think they’ll take what
they have for granted again. Another member reported
about a Christmas show performed by the Women inmates
of the ’Oahu Community Correctional Center that some of
us attended. We were touched by their faith and support of
each other. For them Christmas isn’t about gifts but the
true meaning of Christmas. The WBM gifted them with a
special dinner and their show was a Thank you. We all left
full of joy, hope and happiness to find Jesus in the prison.

We took care of other business at our meeting and
one of our members shared a spiritual homily that hit home
for us. We ended by sharing a potluck lunch and spent
some time getting to know each other. I left for home with
a full heart. We are still actively recruiting new members
and have a few positions to fill. I would love to move us
into more hands on work our members can do to help
people in need. We will be advertising to fill a paid
position for an Executive Administrator. If you might be
interested or you know someone who might be interested,
please watch for our advertisement. Please include the
Woman’s Board of Missions in your prayers for continued
success and that we grow larger and larger in our
membership. ~Melinda Ahn




LET’S HEAR IT FOR OUR MISSIONS

WBM GOES TO WCCC

As part of the WBM’s commitment to
compassion and community, we hosted a dinner
and Christmas party for the women at the
Women’s Community Correctional Center.
Melinda Ahn, Valrie Griffith, Darleen Perry,
Lupe Tupua and Rebecca Woodland joined the
women for the celebration just before Christmas.
We were escorted to the main yard where
spectacularly decorated tents and chairs were set
up in front of a stage. Seated in the front row we
were heartily introduced. The mood in the yard
was full of excitement and engagement. The
show, put on by the residents, was made up of
song and dance with homemade costumes. Many
Polynesian numbers were presented as well as
What struck our
group was the actual feeling of joy that emanated
from the women and the support that was shared

seasonal Christmas music.

all around. It was wonderful to see that it was a
show full of praise for the birth of Jesus! The
women celebrated the birth of Jesus and not the
“commercialized” Christmas many in the regular
free population experience. Nobody expressed
expectations of gifts but a true celebration of the
birth of Christ. We were touched by their faith,
their loving community; and their excitement was
contagious. There were shy participants, but the
women cheered them on and encouraged them!
We were also very impressed with the
relationship between the new and very first
woman Warden, whom they obviously love.
They celebrated her birthday.

The WBMPI is looking forward to a great
relationship with the WCCC as we support these
women as they grow in grace, wisdom and

commitment to wise living.
(No photographs were taken.)

SUPPORTING THE EXODUS ROAD

The purpose of the Woman’s Board of Missions is “to
inspire and empower women to become active Christians,
nurturing the Spirit of God in their individual lives, homes,
community and the entire world.” To that end we
financially support The Exodus Road. Here is a glimpse
into how The Exodus Road fits into our mission:

“The Exodus Road disrupts the darkness of modern-
day slavery by partnering with law-enforcement to fight
human trafficking crime, equipping communities to protect
the vulnerable and empowering survivors as they walk into
freedom.”

'After her father's hit-and-run accident and

imprisonment, Aree was passed between family
members. Eventually lured by false promises of
employment, she found herself trafficked for sex at
age 15. That went on for two long years. But then at
17, everything changed when she went to Freedom
Home. Today at 18, Aree manages a Thai market
shrimp stand with exceptional attention to detail. She
arrives first each morning to prepare the jumping
shrimp salad stand. The owner trusts only her to
open and close the shop alone—a responsibility that
reflects her remarkable transformation. Now Aree
embraces learning, baking and creative
entrepreneurship, dreaming of opening a coffee shop
near tourist attractions to support her father, whose
debilitating hip injury requires constant medical care.
She makes Japanese and American-style desserts,
developing skills for stable employment.

"l used to think I'd never have a good life or future,”
Aree says. "Freedom Home has given me a brighter
future. | want to work and send money to my father
for his medicine, so he doesn't have to suffer
anymore."

The Exodus Road and all our mission partners
appreciate your prayers and support.




Two Woman’s Board Members Installed as Kahu Pono

The Woman’s Board of Missions is thrilled to announce that the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical
Churches has installed WBM members Mokihana Kaauwai Powers and Josann Jenks in the position of
Kahu Pono. A Kahu Pono is a licensed minister who’s kuleana is to stand in the gap between the church’s
minister and the congregation, to develop and use their spiritual gifts to minister within the congregation and
extending into other churches and the community. The Kahu Pono can move among our family of churches
when needed. Mokihana is a retired entrepreneur and Josann is a Middle School teacher and serves on the
National board of the UCC. Josann has been busy serving as pulpit supply for several of our Hawaiian
churches throughout the state, and Mokihana ministers in praying and caring for others. On a WBMPI mission
trip to Micronesia Mokihana was our inspired and talented spiritual leader.

The Woman’s Board is very pleased that the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches is working to
build up the body of Christ in this way because it is an avenue to inspire our local body of Christ to build up
their own spiritual gifts for use in ministry and hopefully will inspire some to be led to become ordained
ministers. Since October of 2025 AHEC has installed twelve new Kapu Pono from Ewa Community Church
and Kawaiaha'o Church. Sermons from newly installed Kahu Pono at Kawaiaha'o have recently been
inspiring and powerful, encouraging the congregation in our own spiritual walk.

Mokihana Powers, left, and HCUCC Josann Jenks (r) and Angie Rasor, another newly
Servant of Aloha Vivian Maunakea. installed Kahu Pono. (Kahu Ken Makuakane in
background.)

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD GIVING

The 2025 Campaign for Operation Christmas Child was amazing. 12,205,900 Christmas Shoeboxes were
lovingly hand-delivered to children in at least ten different countries around the world. Along with stuffed
animals, pencils, toothpaste, toys and other necessities was the book, “God’s Greatest Gift” written in their own
language so that the young recipients could hear and read the Good News of Jesus love, some for the first time.
The Woman’s Board was very active in this mission through our Mission member Rebecca Woodland.




Where the Woman’s Board of Missions Stands Today

The Council of the Woman’s Board of Missions is pleased to announce that we are
beginning our search for a new Executive Administrator who is a member of one of our
local UCC churches or who is willing to join one in our ‘ohana of churches. We are seeking
a woman who is passionate about serving God through both local and international
Christian mission; who loves working together with a body of Christian women with like-
minded focus who also love the work and mission of the Woman’s Board of Missions.
Because we are a state-wide organization our Executive Administrator will be enthusia-
stically meeting with our members throughout
Hawaii, speaking and preaching in our churches
and connecting with the body of Christ at

various events, Mokupuni and our Aha Pae’aina.
She will whole-heartedly embrace our Core Values
of Compassion, Commitment, Character,
Community and Competence.

If interested, please send a letter of introduction to

The Woman’s Board of Missions at our address
below.

Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands
1660 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI. 96826

(on the campus of Central Union Church)




