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To: ‘Aha Makua  
 
From: Rev. Dr. David K. Popham, Conference Minister 
 
Date: May 11, 2026 
 
Subject: Conference Minister’s Report, June 11, 2026 
 
 
 

Over the past year, the Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ (HCUCC) lived into a season 
that can best be described as strengthening the foundation for bridge building. In prior years, we 
experienced significant “vertical” development: new leadership, renewed strategic direction, and 
adaptive responses coming out of the pandemic. In this present season, our work has been to tend 
the “horizontal” work: the structures, connections, and systems that must support and sustain 
that growth. This quieter work is no less vital. It ensures that the bridge we are building together is 
not fragile but enduring. 

Governance, Structure, and Organizational Clarity 
Strengthening the foundation for bridge building meant paying attention to governing documents 
and staffing patterns to best serve and stabilize the work of connection and support.  
 
Bylaws Revision 
A central focus of this year has been the comprehensive review and revision of our Conference 
Bylaws, ensuring alignment with current Hawai‘i nonprofit law, best practices, and the evolving 
needs of the HCUCC. This work has progressed steadily through multiple phases from legal review, 
internal revision, and ongoing collaboration with Conference leadership. We are now in the stage of 
review by the Administrative Missional Team and broader denominational consultation, with the 
goal of Council consideration and eventual Conference-wide engagement leading to a regard for 
vote at the 2027 ‘Aha Paeʻāina.  

Conference Office Structure 
Alongside governance work, we have also clarified and strengthened our staff structure: 

• Creation of a new administrative support role following the retirement of Ms. Vivian 
Maunakea. 

• Renaming the Office Coordinator role to Chief Operating Officer to better reflect its scope 
and leadership function. 

These changes reflect a commitment to clarity, sustainability, and honoring the changing 
complexity of our common ministry. 
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Financial Sustainability and Capital Campaign 
The Conference continues to move forward with the Faith Forward Capital Campaign, an essential 
component for long-term sustainability and mission expansion. 

• Initial ask phase and exploratory church phase completed 
• Early financial commitments have been received 
• Strategy has expanded to include a broader marketing approach 
• Congregational engagement is planned to deepen in the coming cycle  

This effort is not simply about funding, but about shared ownership of the Conference’s future. 

Deepening Relationships and Expanding the Circle 
A key theological and missional emphasis this year has been bridge-building across diversity, 
particularly within our Pacific context. 

The Jeremiah Project 
The Conference launched the Jeremiah Project, rooted in a vision of being a “balm” to immigrants 
and migrants in Hawai‘i. This initiative has taken tangible form through the appointment of Rev. 
Kyle Lovett as the Pasifika Liaison to the Conference Minister, tasked with building sustained 
relationships among Filipino, Samoan, and Micronesian congregations and leaders.   

Navigating Difference with Integrity 
This year also included intentional engagement across theological diversity within the United 
Church of Christ and the Hawai‘i Conference. Through conversations with those identifying as 
Evangelical, Conservative, Orthodox, and Traditional (ECOT), we have: 

• Created space for respectful dialogue 
• Explored models of mutual recognition alongside existing designations like ONA 
• Considered how belonging can be expressed across difference 

These conversations have been marked by a spirit of generative engagement rather than division, 
grounded in the belief that covenant includes both clarity and relationship.  

Witness in the Public Square 
This past year also saw the Conference participating in broader denominational leadership around 
issues of justice and public witness. The Hawai‘i Conference joined other UCC Conferences in 
affirming a Mutual Support Compact, committing to stand together in the face of political and legal 
challenges to ministry. This covenant expresses a shared understanding that an attack on one 
setting of the Church is an attack on all, calling us into coordinated care, advocacy, and solidarity.  

Disaster Response and Compassionate Care 
In times of crisis, the HCUCC continues to embody Christ’s presence through coordinated, 
compassionate response. We give thanks to our Disaster Response Coordinator, Mr. Danny 
Tengan. 

Maui Fires Recovery 
• Partnership with Presbyterian Church (USA) to establish a long-term volunteer host site in 

Upcountry Maui made possible by the work of the Po‘okela Church. 
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• Support for transitional housing efforts known as the Luakini Street Project in Lahaina 
through the Waiola Church. 
 

Flooding Response 
• Coordination with UCC National and Church World Service to distribute 108 cleanup kits to 

affected communities  
• Grants available for flood recovery 

These efforts demonstrate the strength of collaboration and local leadership, grounded in care for 
those most impacted. 

Formation, Storytelling, and Spiritual Life 
This past year also reflected a deep commitment to formation and the telling of our shared story. 
The Conference-wide Lenten Formation study, Exploring Our Family Stories, emerged from 
sabbatical research into the Hawaiian Evangelical Association Minutes (1902-1932) and invited 
participants to engage the dynamic relationship between past and present. This initiative was 
rooted in the conviction: who we are as a people is shaped by how we remember, interpret, and 
share our stories. 

Denominational Engagement and Opportunities 
The Conference continues to participate actively in the wider United Church of Christ: 

• Engagement in national governance and leadership processes, including General Synod 
participation 

• Invitation to the National Offices to consider Hawai‘i hosting a future General Synod 
• Preparation for the 70th anniversary of the UCC in 2028, with plans for intentional inclusion 

of the Hawaiian story in the broader denominational narrative. 
 

The Life of the Conference 
Throughout the year, I remained engaged across the full life of the Church: 

• Congregational visits across islands 
• Association meetings and Committees on Ministry 
• Conference boards, teams, and partner organizations 
• Nonprofit boards, partnerships, and relationships 
• National UCC leadership roles and collaborative initiatives 

These connections reflect the vitality of the HCUCC as a network of relationships grounded in 
shared mission. 

Looking Ahead 
As we look toward the coming year, several threads will continue to guide our shared work: 

• Completing and adopting revised bylaws 
• Expanding the capital campaign 
• Deepening connections across cultures and identities 
• Continuing disaster recovery and resilience efforts 
• Participating in the wider story of the United Church of Christ 
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Closing Reflection 
This year has not been defined by dramatic ascent, but by intentional strengthening of systems, 
connections, and purpose. Such work may be less visible, but it is the very work that allows the 
Conference to build bridges with integrity and faithfulness. We continue to trust that God is at work 
among us in the clarity of our vision and in the widening of our embrace. 

 

 

R4



 

 

This Foundation is dedicated to promoting the interests and welfare of the Hawai‘i Conference of the United 

Church of Christ, its member churches and affiliates, continuing the first Christian work started in Hawai‘i in 1820. 
 

  

 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 

204th ‘Aha Pae‘āina 

June 2026 

 

  

Introduction 

 

 The Hawaiʻi Conference Foundation (the “Foundation” or “HCF”) is a Hawaiʻi nonprofit 

corporation chartered on November 21, 1968, as a supporting organization of the Hawaiʻi 

Conference of the United Church of Christ (the “Conference” or “HCUCC”). Its purposes are to 

serve as a foundation and depository of properties, investments, and use for the Conference; to 

promote the interest and general welfare of the churches, ministers, and agencies of the United 

Church of Christ; and to advance the cause of the Christian religion. 

 

 The Foundation was established to separate fiduciary oversight of Conference assets from 

the programmatic spending decisions of the Conference itself, holding trust funds, endowments, 

real property, and church-related investments in a discrete corporate vehicle with its own board of 

directors. That principle has guided the Foundation for nearly six decades. This report covers the 

period leading up to the 204th ʻAha Paeʻāina, drawing on the unaudited financial statements and 

investment report through March 31, 2026, and the audited financial statements for the fiscal year 

ended June 30, 2025. 

 

Financial Overview 

 

As of March 31, 2026, the Foundation is approximately a $97.5 million institution 

(including custodial accounts held on behalf of the Conference, member churches, associations, 

and affiliated organizations). Net assets, after deducting custodial accounts (approximately $22.5 

million) and debt (approximately $1.4 million), total approximately $73.6 million. Compared to 

March 31, 2025, total assets are up 8.6 percent, the investment pool is up 9.3 percent, and net assets 

are up 7.0 percent.  

 

The Foundation reached a peak position of approximately $101 million on December 31, 

2025, and held near that level through February 2026 before a broad capital-market correction in 

March pulled the balance back. Notwithstanding the March pullback, the overall financial position 

remains materially stronger than it was a year ago. As of March 31, 2026, our balance sheet was 

as follows: 
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Notwithstanding the positive balance sheet, we remain focused on the continued need to 

grow revenue and watch our expenses for the sake of long-term stability. There are challenges 

before us. Expenses are always increasing, demands on funding growing, and the natural cycles of 

the capital markets and the economy will not always guarantee positive returns on investment.  

 

Budget to Date 

         Through the third quarter of fiscal year 2026, the Foundation remains under budget on 

both operating expenditures and draws. Operating expenditures of approximately $1.9 million 

R6



Hawai‘i Conference Foundation Annual Report 

June 2026 

Page 3 

 

 

 

 

trail the year-to-date budget by roughly $140,000, with most line items running favorably. Draws 

of approximately $900,000 are well below budget. The principal variances are in occupancy and 

repair costs, including the West Hamakua Church-Kukuihaele site work tied to the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") cesspool closure, ongoing interior turnover at 

Craigside, Tower III, and routine office and administrative expenses. 

 The Foundation also received approximately $780,000 in property insurance proceeds for 

fire loss of the Helani Congregational Church sanctuary, which are being held in a segregated 

money-market account for reconstruction by the church. We expect additional unbudgeted 

income from the first Craigside, Towers I & II ground-lease closings, and to finish the fiscal year 

within budget. 

Fiscal Year (“FY”) 2027 Budget. 

 The Board of Directors has approved a budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, 

projecting revenue of approximately $1.82 million and expenditures of approximately $2.80 

million (an increase of 2.2 percent over FY 2026), with an estimated draw of approximately 

$1.88 million against the unrestricted investment accounts. 

 The principal expense drivers are a five percent staff salary adjustment, an approximately 

10 percent increase in medical benefits, and mid-year insurance and common-area maintenance 

rate increases. Mission expenses increased modestly, primarily reflecting expanded insurance 

support to local churches. Rental income declines from the prior-year budget, reflecting the 

Craigside, Towers I & II ground-lease conversion, which removes a recurring rental stream 

while generating non-recurring capital proceeds for reinvestment. 

 Capital expenditures of $390,000 are materially higher than the prior year, driven 

principally by the need to replace a structure at the West Hamakua Church-Kukuihaele site 

(needed to support a caretaker and restore utility service after the EPA-required closure and 

demolition work) and fencing for the Haleakala Church and Keokea Pasture parcels to support 

grazing and wildfire risk reduction. 

 The proposed draw represents a 5.75 percent rate against the five-year high/low average 

market value of the unrestricted investment funds of the Foundation. The Foundation has 

gradually stepped down its annual draw rate over recent years, with projections for FY 2028 

through FY 2030 in the 4 to 4.25 percent range as the corpus continues to grow. 

Investments 

The Foundation maintains a single pooled investment program on behalf of itself, the 

Conference, member churches, and affiliated organizations, professionally managed by The 

Kikawa Group of Raymond James under the oversight of an Investment Committee of the Board 

and the Statement of Investment Policy. We use socially responsible investment screens to ensure 

our investments align with our values. Custodial account reports are provided quarterly to each 

participant.  
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Through March 31, 2026, the portfolio returned 11.4 percent for the trailing 12 months. 

Three- and five-year annualized returns were 11.8 percent and 6.7 percent, respectively, and the 

inception-to-date return (December 1985) was 8.3 percent. Volatility has been high and a 

significant first-quarter pullback in the market reflected the United States – Israel – Iran conflict, 

an oil-price spike exceeding 70 percent, and the resulting halt to the Federal Reserve's expected 

rate-cut path; the portfolio's alternative-investment allocation gained modestly even as equities 

declined, meaningfully reducing the drawdown. Three- and five-year and inception returns 

continue to exceed the policy index; the portfolio ranked in the fourth percentile of the All 

Foundations peer universe for calendar year 2024 according to Raymond James.  

During the year, the Investment Committee broadened the equity allocation while 

managing downside risk. On March 31, 2026, our investments had the following diversification: 

 

 As of the end of the third quarter, the Foundation's investment holdings are 

approximately $88.7 million. The nature of the funds invested are as follows: 

• 48% (roughly $42.6 million) are Foundation unrestricted funds (funds that can be used 

for any operational purpose); 

• 7% (roughly $6.2 million) consists of custodial and restricted funds (restricted for 

specific use, like the Education Fund) held for the Conference; 

• 3% (roughly $2.7 million) consists of restricted funds held for other churches, 

scholarships, or other purposes; 

• 21% (roughly $18.6 million) are endowment funds (funds where the corpus cannot be 

spent, and income is restricted for certain donor specified purposes); and 

• 22% (roughly $19.5 million) are custodial funds belonging to churches and other related 

institutions. 
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Hawai‘i Conference Foundation’s Endowment 

 

     The Foundation administers 19 individual endowment funds with combined net assets of 

approximately $18.6 million as of March 31, 2026. The endowments include both donor-restricted 

funds and funds designated by the Board to function as endowments, and they are administered 

under the Hawaiʻi Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act (“HUPMIFA”). The 

largest endowment accounts include the Juliette M. Atherton Memorial for General Work of 

Board; the Coan Trust for Christian Work in Hawaiʻi/Pacific; the Richards Friend Peace 

Scholarship Endowment; the Mary Atherton Richards for Evangelical Work; and the Renwick 

Estate for Hilo Churches. The Foundation’s long-standing policy is to appropriate only such 

amounts for program use so that it will not erode the principal balance, with the goal of allowing 

the endowments to grow at an average of the consumer price index over the long term. 

 

 Through the Foundation, the Conference draws money from its custodial funds and from 

income available for distribution from endowment funds to make up for the portion of its budget 

that is unmet from the giving of local churches and other revenue sources. Reduction in local 

church giving, and the commensurate reduction in Our Church’s Wider Mission (“OCWM”) 

contributions to the Conference, has placed increased weight upon the Foundation to generate 

funds to help the Conference meet its financial needs. Through March 31, 2026, 72% of the 

Conference’s sources of revenue came from the Foundation. 

 

Trust Holdings 

 

 Many of the Foundation's real-property parcels are held in trust, express or implied, for 

local churches, associations, and the Conference. Express trust properties are held under a written 

trust instrument and administered accordingly; any change in use or beneficiary requires Court or 

Attorney General approval. Implied trust properties arise from historical practice, donor intent, 

congregational reliance, or long-standing use, and are stewarded under a prudent-stewardship 

standard; a change in use or beneficiary may also require Court or Attorney General approval 

depending on the circumstances. 

 

 The Foundation holds legal title to provide administrative, insurance, regulatory, and risk-

management support to churches that often lack the capacity to manage real property 

independently, while ecclesiastical decisions remain with the beneficiary church or organization. 

Much of the value of this stewardship is not reflected in the financial statements. 

 

The Titus Coan Trust 

 

 The Titus Coan Trust (“Coan Trust”), established in 1882 from the estate of the Reverend 

Titus Coan, supports “mission work as defined in modern terms,” including spreading the Christian 

faith, religious education, support of the elderly and needy, and support of Christian churches and 

their leaders. The Conference is the beneficiary; the Foundation serves as trustee. As of June 30, 

2025, the invested corpus stood at roughly $3.9 million. The Coan Trust also includes 

approximately 1,800 acres of real property on Hawaiʻi Island, principally Kīpuka Punahoa (a 922-

acre conservation parcel on the eastern slopes of Mauna Loa) and the Akolea Road and Lahi Street 
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parcels (approximately 180 acres of agricultural land adjacent to the Punahoa Heritage Forest 

formerly used by Excelsior Dairy). For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, the Budget & Finance 

Committee approved a grant of $110,000 from the Coan Trust to the Conference in support of its 

mission work.  

 

The Richards Friend Peace Scholarship Endowment 

 

 The Richards Friend Peace Scholarship Endowment was established in 1911 by Theodore 

and Mary Atherton Richards to support educational exchange between Hawaiʻi and the Pacific. 

Scholarship applicants are drawn from Pacific nations coming to study in the United States and its 

possessions, or from the United States and its possessions to the Pacific. Awards are made on the 

basis of ability, need, and demonstrated commitment to peacemaking, and the Scholarship 

Committee operating under the Conference’s Stewardship Missional Team assists in awarding 

scholarships. As of June 30, 2025, the combined corpus of the Richards Friend funds was 

approximately $3.6 million. During the past fiscal year, the Foundation received a final settlement 

contribution from the estate of James A. Richards, who served as Executive Secretary of the 

Foundation from 1981 to 1997 and passed away in 2021. The Scholarship Committee awarded 

scholarships to six students in the total amount of $60,000. 

 

Audit 

 

 The Foundation’s financial statements for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2025, and June 

30, 2024, have been audited by KKDLY LLC, Certified Public Accountants. The auditors issued 

an unmodified opinion that the statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 

position of the Foundation as of those dates and the changes in its net assets and cash flows for the 

years then ended in accordance with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles. The audited 

statements reported total assets of $95.4 million, total liabilities of $23.6 million, and net assets of 

$71.8 million at June 30, 2025, with a net increase in assets for the year of $3.9 million.  

 

General Support to Local Churches, Associations, and the Conference 

 

 Direct financial support from the Foundation to the Conference, member churches, and 

associations takes a number of forms. In the audited fiscal year ended June 30, 2025, the 

Foundation transferred approximately $934,000 to the Conference and an additional $288,000 in 

direct support to member churches. The Foundation also serves as custodian for the investment 

funds of the Conference and more than 80 member churches, associations, and affiliated 

organizations, with aggregate custodial fund balances of $19.5 million at March 31, 2026. 

Custodial account holders receive professional investment management and quarterly reporting at 

a cost substantially below what would be available on a stand-alone basis. 

 

 The Foundation administers several scholarship and grant programs benefiting local 

churches. The Coan Trust grant of $110,000 to the Conference for FY 2026 has been approved as 

described above. The Paul T. and Minnie E. Diefenderfer Fund distributed $10,500 in support of 

the Conference’s Pasifika ministries ($5,500 to Pasifika Communities University and $5,000 

toward a new Conference staff position dedicated to ecumenical relationships with Pasifika 
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churches). Under the Small Membership Hawaiian Churches Repair and Maintenance Grant 

program (administered jointly with the State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches), the 

full $50,000 annual allocation was disbursed. We have also recently entered into an agreement 

with the Kaua‘i Association to hold and invest assets for The Isamu Morita and Takako Martha 

Morita Scholarship Fund benefitting Kaua‘i public school students and preferencing members of 

our Kaua‘i churches. 

 

The Foundation also provides extensive in-kind legal, business, real estate, insurance, 

governance, and financial advice to the Conference and local churches, and the Board adopted a 

new Local Church Support Request Policy during the year to establish a consistent process for 

evaluating financial support requests.  

 

Real Estate 

 

 The Foundation’s real-property portfolio consists of approximately 130 tax map key 

parcels across the Hawaiian Islands, comprising roughly 1,900 acres. Thirty-six currently active 

United Church of Christ churches occupy or worship on land held by the Foundation. Many other 

parcels are the sites of former churches, parsonages, schools, retreat centers, cemeteries, and 

agricultural and conservation parcels held in trust for the long-term benefit of the Conference. A 

relatively small subset generates rental income; most are held to support mission use by member 

churches and affiliated organizations, often with operating costs that exceed direct revenue. 

 

 The Foundation's day-to-day property work is varied and continuous. It includes 

negotiating and administering leases and use agreements; managing insurance, regulatory 

compliance, and risk exposure; coordinating repairs, maintenance, capital improvements, and 

demolition; responding to storm damage, fires, and other unplanned events; resolving title, 

boundary, easement, and reversionary-clause issues with legal counsel; engaging with regulatory 

agencies and counties on permitting, zoning, and environmental matters; and partnering with 

member churches, affiliated nonprofits, and development professionals on long-term planning for 

properties whose current use no longer matches their highest mission potential. 

 

 During the year, the Foundation engaged Mission Management Company to undertake a 

comprehensive screening of the portfolio, evaluating each parcel against Property Readiness 

(income-generating capacity without liquidation) and Community Impact Potential (societal value 

measured against household survivability budget data and supplemented by qualitative assessment 

of historical and cultural significance). The resulting categorization is being used by the Property 

Management Committee and the Land Policy Review Committee to prioritize attention and 

resources. The work was funded by a $50,000 grant from the Abigail K. K. Kawānanakoa 

Foundation. 

 

 In February 2026, the Board adopted a comprehensive Policy on Disposition of Land and 

Buildings, consolidating and restating all prior land policies, along with a complementary Local 

Church Support Request Policy. The last time the land policies were reviewed was in 1999. 

Pursuant to the Policy on Disposition of Land and Buildings, staff is currently developing a 

standardized form of Written Use Agreement, which will be required of all churches and other 
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users of Foundation land, in order to address insurance, regulatory, deferred-maintenance, and 

liability matters that increasingly require a clear documentary record. 

 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) Wastewater Systems Audit 

 

 The Foundation continues to work toward closure of the obligations arising from its 2024 

settlement agreement with the EPA concerning large-capacity cesspools on church property. Of 

the 31 target properties previously identified to the EPA, closures and conversions have been 

completed at Liliʻuokalani Protestant Church, North Kohala Golf Park, the Hilo Coast UCC 

supplemental environmental project, and the West Hamakua Church-Kukuihaele site. Our Hilo-

based environmental engineers, Engineering Partners, Inc., completed inspection of the last target 

property in January 2026 and are preparing the final inspection completion report due to the EPA 

on June 19, 2026. Of the remaining target properties, 14 will require cesspool closure (15 counting 

the two cesspool sites located on one parcel) and eight will likely require new septic systems, 

subject to final review with the EPA. The work has been financed in part through a UCC 

Cornerstone Fund line of credit (roughly $290,000 drawn as of March 31, 2026). The Foundation 

is fronting the cost of this work where local churches cannot afford to do so and must incur costs 

for properties that have no local church activity.   

 

Mission Partners 

 

 The Foundation’s work is supported by, and in turn supports, a network of mission partners 

within the wider United Church of Christ and the local Hawaiʻi nonprofit community. In this past 

year we have had significant engagement with the following entities: 

 

UCC Cornerstone Fund and Church Building & Loan Fund. The UCC Cornerstone 

Fund (“Cornerstone Fund”) and the UCC Church Building & Loan Fund (“CB&LF”) provide 

investment, lending, and treasury services to UCC-affiliated organizations nationwide. The 

Foundation maintains an $800,000 line of credit with the Cornerstone Fund for EPA remediation 

work and a long-term mortgage with CB&LF (approximately $836,000 at June 30, 2025) secured 

by the Kahikuonalani UCC / Keiki Care Center of Hawaii site. The Foundation also has a portion 

of its fixed income investment portfolio with the Cornerstone Fund. 

 

United Church Funds. United Church Funds (“UCF”) is the principal external investment 

manager of the Foundation’s portfolio. As of March 31, 2026, UCF managed approximately $38.5 

million, or 43 percent, of the combined investment pool across three strategies: the UCF Domestic 

Core Equity Fund ($23.9 million), the UCF International Equity Fund ($9.8 million), and the UCF 

Beyond Fossil Fuels Fund ($4.8 million), which have performed reasonably well against their 

benchmarks and are all subject to socially responsible investment screens. UCF is part of the 

UCC’s network of financial ministries. 

 

The Pension Boards – United Church of Christ. The Foundation continues to work with 

the Pension Boards - United Church of Christ (“PBUCC”) in support of the Conference’s 

commitment to fund the Generations of Service Campaign, which supports clergy retirement 

preparedness across the Conference and is one of the four ministry initiatives of the Faith Forward 
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Capital Campaign described below. Conference and Foundation employees are also offered 

pension, disability, and life insurance benefits through PBUCC. 

 

Arcadia Family of Companies. Arcadia, originally established as a mission of Central 

Union Church, continues to maintain close mission ties to the Conference. During the year Arcadia 

restructured to a non-member corporation and eliminated the ex officio Foundation board seat as 

part of a broader governance streamlining, however, the Foundation’s Executive Director 

continues to serve a term position on the Arcadia board. Arcadia has paid $1,000,000 of its 

$2,000,000 commitment to the Generations of Service Campaign. 

 

Insurance Board. The Insurance Board (“IB”) provides property, general liability, 

directors and officers, sexual misconduct, employment practices, automobile, and workers 

compensation coverage to United Church of Christ churches nationwide and remains a critical 

partner in our property risk-management work. The Foundation’s Executive Director has served 

on the IB Board for the past eight years, including as Board Chair for the past four, but has stepped 

down as Chair in May and will term off the board in February of 2027. 

 

Retirement Housing Foundation. The Retirement Housing Foundation (“RHF”), the 

largest UCC-affiliated provider of affordable senior housing in the country, operates two 

affordable senior facilities in Honolulu and has set aside funds for a third Hawaiʻi project, 

potentially in coordination with the Foundation. RHF was the largest single financial supporter of 

the Conference’s Hawaii 2023 Wildfires Relief Fund. The Foundation’s Executive Director is five 

years into a nine-year term on the RHF Board, and currently serves as the Treasurer and Vice Chair 

of the organization. 

 

Pūʻā Foundation. Pūʻā Foundation (“Pūʻā”) continues to lead the Punahoa Heritage 

Forest Project on lands assisted into Pūʻā’s ownership by the Foundation, with construction 

underway of a seed bank and biocultural diversity learning and wellness center, and first group of 

Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death-resistant ʻōhiʻa trees planted. The Foundation facilitated and guaranteed an 

acquisition loan for acquisition of land for the wellness center, and provided a grant of $20,000 for 

its work this past year. Pūʻā will assist the Foundation in a facilitated visioning process for the 

Foundation’s 180-acre Akolea Road parcels that are downslope from the Punahoa Heritage Forest, 

integrating affordable housing, working agricultural use, and biocultural education programming 

rooted in Native Hawaiian land stewardship. 

 

Palapala Hoʻomau Preservation Society and Huialoha Preservation Ahahui. As 

regular worship became unsustainable at two of the Foundation’s historic Maui church sites, 

stewardship passed to community-organized nonprofits formed in collaboration with the 

Foundation. The Palapala Hoʻomau Preservation Society maintains Palapala Hoʻomau 

Congregational Church (established on the site in 1857) in Kīpahulu, whose cemetery includes the 

grave of aviator Charles Lindbergh. The Huialoha Preservation Ahahui, formed in 2013, maintains 

Huialoha Church (established on the site in 1859) at Kaupō. Both arrangements preserve 

historically and culturally significant sites that would otherwise be at risk and cannot presently 

sustain regular local church activity. 
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Capital Campaign 

 

 The Faith Forward Capital Campaign is a $12 million effort of the Conference and the 

Foundation supporting four initiatives: securing retirement for clergy (the Generations of Service 

Campaign, $6 million); seeding new community outreach ministries ($2 million); nurturing 

inspired leadership ($3 million); and revisioning honored spaces for sustainable ministry ($1 

million). The campaign remains in its quiet phase. Funds gifted or pledged to date total a little 

under $250,000, apart from Arcadia’s $2 million Generations of Service commitment ($1 million 

paid). The pace of the quiet phase has not yet met internal expectations, and staff has concluded 

that a meaningful change in approach is needed before the public phase launches. The Foundation 

and the Conference jointly engaged Becker Communications, Inc. to develop a two-year 

communications plan in support of the campaign and the broader visibility of the Conference. Our 

campaign consultant, Patti Look, has begun to take a more active role in donor identification, 

cultivation, and direct outreach. Initial grant opportunities under evaluation focus on the historic 

district churches in Wailuku and in support for the Conference’s Pacific Islands community church 

work. 

 

Administration and Management  

 

The direction and management of the affairs of the Foundation and the control and 

distribution of its properties are vested in the 12 members of the Board of Directors. The following 

individuals generously gave their time and knowledge and served as your Directors during the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2026:  

 

• Ms. Caroline Peters Belsom (Chair) 

• Ms. Joan Sakaba (Vice Chair) 

• Rev. Kenneth Makuakāne (Secretary) 

• Ms. Yvonne Leiser (Treasurer) 

• Pastor James Aarona 

• Rev. Dr. Alan Akana 

• Pastor Naleen Andrade 

• Ms. Martha Balkin 

• Ms. Roberta Jahrling  

• Rev. Dr. David Popham  

• Ms. Danielle White 

• Mr. Martin Zorn 

 

The efforts and commitment of our Directors to the Foundation and the Conference are 

significant and greatly appreciated. 

 

The daily business of the Foundation is handled by a professional staff, including an 

Executive Director (Andrew Bunn), an Executive Assistant (Lorene Arata), a Property 

Management Associate (Kathryn Perryman), a Chief Financial Officer (Nan Katsuda), a Staff 

Accountant (Ann Osalvo), and an Administrative Assistant (Leslie Centeno). We are also very 
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pleased to work very closely and regularly with the larger staff of the Conference, and through 

long standing agreement to share office space and staff with the Conference. The staff 

collaboration is essential to the successful functioning of both organizations. The Foundation also 

relies heavily on the work of professional advisors. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 The Foundation has had a productive year. The financial position is materially stronger 

than it was 12 months ago; the FY 2025 audited statements received an unmodified opinion; the 

EPA wastewater remediation project is approaching completion; the Craigside, Towers I & II 

ground-lease conversion is generating real economic results; and meaningful new policies on land 

disposition and local church support have been adopted. As always, the Foundation’s leadership 

and staff welcome questions, comments, and conversation about any matter of concern to the 

Conference and its members.  

 

 For more information or questions on specific situations, contact Andrew Bunn at the 

Foundation, Topa Financial Center, 700 Bishop Street, Suite 825, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, 96813; by 

phone at 808-791-5638; or by e-mail at abunn@hcucc.org. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our Conference.  

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

   

 

      Andrew R. Bunn 

      Executive Director 
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Hawaiʻi Conference United Church of Christ 

Report of the Council Chair 

204th ‘Aha Pae‘āina 

                                     Waipahu, O‘ahu 

                                    June 2026 

 
The Conference Council (Council) is the ʻAha Paeʻāina ad interim or the body that acts 

for the ‘Aha Paeʻāina when the ‘Aha is not in session. The Council meets quarterly and is 

composed of: i) Five officers of the Council: the Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, 

Treasurer, and Conference Minister; ii) Chairpersons of the Missional Teams; iii) Five Presidents 

or designated appointees of Associations; iv) Two At-Large Youth/Young Adult members; v) 

One representative from the State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches; vi) Executive 

of the Hawaiʻi Conference Foundation; and vii) Chairperson of the Personnel Committee. 

 
Mahalo to the members of the Council who have served so diligently this past year. 

While we will be saying aloha to some of the members of the executive committee as well as the 

Council, we look forward to new faces and new voices to carry on the work of the Council. 

 
By virtue of my office, as chair of the Council, I am an ex-officio member, without vote 

on all committees of the Council and sit on the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation (Foundation) 

Board and serve on other committees of the Foundation. 

 
The 2025-2026 fiscal year started off with a bang! As chair of the Council, I attended 

General Synod 35 (GS 35) of the United Church of Christ in Kansas City, Missouri as an 

associate delegate to the Synod. Twelve delegates, some staff members and friends from the 

Hawai‘i Conference spent a week, July 11-15, attending meetings, greeting old friends, 

making new friends and spreading ‘Aloha’ with the many ribbon lei made by delegate Kahu 

Heather Barfield and other helping hands of Kaumakapili Church. It was at this GS 35 that our 

keynote speaker for this year’s ‘Aha, Shari Prestemon, was affirmed by an overwhelming vote 

to be the Associate General Minister for the Love of Neighbor and Co-Executive of Global 

Ministries. The work of the delegates was just completed on May 9, 2026, in a special session 

to elect Jennifer Sowell to the position of Associate General Minister for the Love of Church. 

Mahalo to all delegates who attended the session in Kansas City and the special session in 

May. 

 
Mahalo to our Conference Minister David Popham, the staff, and members of the 

Council for your faithful attendance at the quarterly meetings of the Conference. Thank you also 

to Andy Bunn, Executive Director of the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation and his staff for 

keeping us apprised of our investments and real property issues across the paeʻāina. 
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A special mahalo to Lorna Motas, Council Secretary, who completes her final term as 

secretary. Lorna completed the term of the then secretary in 2022 and then was elected twice by 

the ‘Aha to serve a full term as the Council Secretary. Mahalo to Lorna for her faithful service 

to the Council. 

 
We are sorry to be losing our vice chair, Ben Sheets, who has accepted a call to a church 

in Wisconsin. Mahalo to Ben for serving on the Conference Executive Ministry, and for his 

ministry on Lāna‘i. We will miss his puppet that visited at last year’s ‘Aha to share the work of 

the Innovation & Engagement Ministry. Aloha, Ben. 

 
The following items were approved by the Council since the last ‘Aha Makua: 

 
➢ Approved signers for checks, contracts, notes, and legal documents. 

➢ Appointed Cheri Dennis as At-Large Member to the Executive 

Council of the Hawai‘i Conference Council. 

➢ Affirmed the 2023 election of Joan Sakaba and elected James 

Aarona to the Board of Directors of the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation with their 

terms to end in 2026. 

➢ Jeffrey Acido of Pearl City Community Church was added to the Innovation and 

Engagement Missional Team list. Members of the Missional Teams were 

affirmed. 

➢ Approved the appointment of Danielle White to complete Eleanore Chong’s term 

on the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation Board of Directors. 

➢ Approved by the Council to extend and invite Bob Thompson to have a 

conversation with Rev. Popham. 

➢ Approved to take over the responsibility of planning and hosting the annual 

Reconciliation Service in January. Because the vote to approve was so close, the 

State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches, the Association of Hawaiian 

Evangelical Churches and the Oʻahu Association will meet to discuss planning a 

service for January 2027. 

➢ Approved a gift of up to $500.00 from both the Conference and Foundation for 

Vivian Maunakea on her retirement from the Conference. 

➢ Approved to make an offer to the national office to consider Hawai‘i as a 

potential host site for a future General Synod. 

➢ Approved to designate the housing portion of the cash salary and housing 

compensation for David Popham at $57,600 for calendar year 2026. 

➢ Approved to designate the housing portion of the cash salary and housing 

compensation for Jonathan Roach at $26,520 for calendar year 2026. 

➢ Approved the 2026 Pastoral Leaders Compensation Guidelines. 
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➢ Approved the June 30, 2025 and 2024 audited and consolidated financial 

statements of the Hawaiʻi Conference United Church of Christ and the Hawaiʻi 

Conference Foundation. 

➢ Approved the transfer of funds totalling $204,000 from the Church Building 

Fund, defunct since 2011 but continuing to accumulate interest, to the Capital 

Campaign Initiative #4: Revisioning Honored Spaces for Sustainable Ministry. 

➢ Approved the appointment of Wayne Ibara to finish out Ben Sheet’s term as vice 

chair of the Council to June 2027. 

➢ Recommended for adoption and approval by the ‘Aha Makua the following: 

1. Business Agenda 

2. Rules of Procedure 

3. Fiscal year 2027 Budget 

 
As we close out another church year, mahalo to Council members Tiffany Marrotte 

representing the Kaua‘i Association and Irene Willis Hassan representing the O‘ahu 

Association who will also be ending their time on the Council. 

 
Looking forward to the next fiscal year, the Council will be dealing with a review and 

approval of the Amended and Restated Bylaws of the Hawai‘i Conference of the United 

Church of Christ. We will also be examining and assessing the five associations and their 

ability to sustain their relevance to their member churches; two big topics requiring many 

conversations and decisions. 

 
Guided by the Spirit and Building Bridges between and among our member churches, we 

celebrate our oneness to praise God and live in harmony with each other. 

 
Yours In Christ, 

Roberta Jahrling, Chair 

Conference Council 
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Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ 

Minutes of the 203rd  `Aha Pae`āina 

Kapa‘a United Church of Christ and Kapa‘a First Hawaiian 

Kapa‘a, Hawai`i 

 

Thursday, June 12, 2025 

 

Opening of the 203rd  `Aha Pae`āina 

 At 9:00 a.m., Ms. Marilyn Hasegawa, Vice Chair of the Conference Council, officially 

opened the 203rd ‘Aha Pae`āina, which was immediately followed by the annual meeting of the 

State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches and Association of Hawaiian Evangelical 

Churches. The `Aha Pae`āina will continue through the rest of the week and concludes with the 

Business Session on Saturday, June 14, 2025. 

 

I. Call to Order 

Ms. Roberta Jahrling, Chair of the Conference Council, called to order the business 

session of the `Aha Makua of the 203rd `Aha Pae`āina at 4:30 p.m.  

 

II. Credentials Report 

Lori Yamashiro reported that as of 4:30 p.m., 72 delegates from 42 churches had 

registered and were present; because a minimum of 25 churches constitute a quorum, Ms. 

Jahrling declared that a quorum had been established. 

 

 It was moved by the Credentials Committee, 

  

 AC 06-25-01 To accept the roll of delegates as the official roll of the ‘Aha Pae‘āina. 

 Motion was adopted by consensus. 

 

III. Adoption of Rules of Procedure 

Ms. Jahrling reviewed some of the Rules of Procedures and noted that parliamentarian 

Steve Glanstein, who will assist with questions of parliamentary procedure, will attend the 

Business Meeting Saturday.  

 

It was moved by the ‘Aha Business Committee, 

 

AC 06-25-02 To adopt the Rules of the ‘Aha Pae‘āina. 

Motion was adopted by consensus. 

 

VI. Business Agenda 

A. Adoption of Business Agenda 

 It was moved by the ‘Aha Business Committee, 

 

AC 06-25-03 To recommend that the Agenda be adopted as presented. 

Motion was adopted by consensus.  

 

Conference Minister David Popham introduced the following visitors and special guests: 
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• Phiwa Langeni, Minister for Innovation and Strategic Collaboration UCC 

• David Vasquez-Levy, President, Pacific School of Religion 

• Barry Mick, President of the Kauai Association and pastor of Kapa‘a First 

Hawaiian 

• Rob Bork, Pastor, Kapa‘a United Church of Christ 

 

V. Special Recognitions and Celebrations 

Ms. Jahrling called upon Conference Minister David Popham to recognize special 

persons and anniversaries in the life of the Conference.  

 The Rev. Popham introduced the Hawai‘i Conference UCC and Hawai‘i Conference 

Foundation Staff.  

 

He then named those ministers and lay leaders who have passed away since the last `Aha 

Pae`āina and led a prayer of thanksgiving for their lives and ministries: 

• Nofotolu Alo 84 – May 30, 2024 

• William Kaina 91 – June 16, 2024 

• John DeSaegher 92 – September 18, 2024 

• Charles “Chuck” Blaisdell  70 – September 24, 2024 

• Donald McComber 95 – May 6, 2025 

 

Conference Minister David Popham introduced the following: 

 

Clergy New to Hawai‘i 

• EJ Ravago, Waialua UCC 

• Daniel Kidder- McQuown, Waipahu UCC 

• David Huber, UCC Judd Street 

• Jiale Caleb Sun, First Chinese Church of Hawai‘i  

 

 

The following significant anniversaries of ordination were recognized: 

• 30 Years: Janice Ogoshi 

• 35 Years: Alan Akana, Lauren Buck-Medeiros, Kalani Wong 

• 40 Years: Tom Fujita 

• 45 Years: Scott Landis, Rennie Mau, Philip Reller 

• 55 Years: Choo Lak Yeow 

• 65 Year: David Kaupu, Allan Lee, James Kimo Merseberg 

• 70 Years: Hidemi Tsutsui 

• 75 Years: Richard Chun 

 

 

The business session recessed at 5:30pm until Saturday morning at 9:00am. 

 

Friday, June 13, 2025 

 

A plenary session was held that included an introduction to the resolution Calling the 

Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ to Oppose the 2025 Immigration Rollbacks and 
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Support Immigrants, Refugees, and Pacific Island Communities by Wryen Kiwaha and Josann 

Jenks, an update on the Capital Campaign and a creative introduction to the FYE2026 Budget.  

 

Following the plenary, Rev. Popham called upon Council Chair Roberta Jahrling and 

Vice Chair Mairlyn Hasegawa to introduce the following: 

 

The churches who were recognized for increased giving that was double or more over the 

previous year:   

• First Samoan CC of Hawaii - Hakimo 

• Wananalua Congregational Church 

• Haili Congregational Church 

• Amataga Fou 

• Liliuokalani Protestant Church 

• Living Stones Church 

• First Chinese Church Of Christ 

• Kaahumanu Church 

• Samoan Church Of HI, LMS, Nanakuli 

 

The following churches were recognized as leadership churches in giving (highest total 

dollar support):   

• Nu'uanu Congregational Church 

• Church Of The Holy Cross 

• Central Union Church 

• United Church Of Christ - Judd St 

• Hawaii Kai United Church of Christ 

• Church Of The Crossroads 

• Koloa Union Church 

• Pearl City Community Church 

• Filipino United Church Of Christ 

• Lahuiokalani Kaanapali Congregational 

 

    The following churches were recognized for highest per-capita giving: 

• Lahuiokalani Kaanapali Congregational 

• The Giving Circle Church 

• Pukaana Congregational Church 

• Hoolehua Congregational Church 

• Church Of The Holy Cross 

• Nu'uanu Congregational Church 

• Koloa Union Church 

• Hokuloa United Church Of Christ 

• Hawaii Kai United Church of Christ 

• Kalihi and Moanalua Church 

• United Church Of Christ - Judd St 

• Hanapepe Hawaiian Congregational Church 

• Kahikuonalani United Church Of Christ 
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• Makiki Christian Church 

• Hanapepe United Church of Christ 

• Opihikao Congregational Church 

 

The following churches were recognized as “Five for Five” churches in mission giving to 

Our Churches Wider Mission: 

• Amataga Fou 

• Central Union Church 

• Church Of The Holy Cross 

• Ewa Community Church 

• Filipino United Church Of Christ 

• First Samoan CC of Hawaii - Hakimo 

• First United Protestant Church 

• Hanapepe Hawaiian Congregational Church 

• Hanapepe United Church of Christ 

• Hawaii Kai United Church of Christ 

• Hilo Coast United Church Of Christ 

• Hokuloa United Church Of Christ 

• Honolulu Marshallese  Ministry 

• Hoolehua Congregational Church 

• Iao United Church of Christ 

• Kahikuonalani United Church Of Christ 

• Kailua Christian Church 

• Kalaiakamanu Hou Congregational Church 

• Kalihi and Moanalua Church 

• Kaluaaha Congregational Church 

• Kapaa United Church Of Chirst 

• Kauaha'ao Congregational Church 

• Kaumakapili Church 

• Kawaiaha'o Church 

• Koloa Union Church 

• Kona Lanakila Congregational Church 

• Lahuiokalani Kaanapali Congregational 

• Lanai Union Church 

• Lihue United Church 

• Liliuokalani Protestant Church 

• Living Stones Church 

• Manoa Valley Church 

• Moanalua Community Church 

• Nu'uanu Congregational Church 

• Olaa First Hawaiian Church 

• Opihikao Congregational Church 

• Pearl City Community Church 

• Pukaana Congregational Church 

• Tuvalu Fou Church of Hawaii 
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• United Church Of Christ - Judd St 

• United Community Church 

• Waialua United Church Of Christ 

• Waiokeola Congregational Church 

• Waiola Church 

 

Workshops were held after lunch followed by a plenary session where the following churches 

with significant church anniversaries were recognized by Chair Jahrling and Vice Chair  

Hasegawa: 

• Keolahou Congregational Church   105 

• United Church of Christ Judd Street   110 

• Lihue Christian Church    125 

• Iao United Church of Christ    130 

• Hanapepe Hawaiian Congregational Church   135 

• Hanapepe United Church of Christ   135 

• Nu‘uanu Congregational Church   140 

• Lahuiokalani Kaanapali Congregational  145 

• Paia Hawaiian Protestant Church   145 

• Kalanikahua Hou Congregational Church  150 

• Hauoli Kamanao     160 

• Koolauhuiia Protestant Church   160 

• Opihikao Congregational Church   160 

• Pu‘ula United Church of Christ   160 

• Waihee Protestant Church    160 

• Olaa First Hawaiian     190 

• Kawaiaha‘o Church     205 

• Mokuaikaua Church     205 

• Waimea United Church of Christ   205 

 

 

Saturday, June 14, 2025 

 Call to Order 

Ms. Jahrling reconvened the `Aha Makua at 9:33 a.m. for the second business session. 

The official reviewed roll of voting delegates (including 96 delegates from 51 churches 

registered and present [a minimum representation of 25 churches was necessary]) was adopted 

by consensus, establishing a quorum.  

 

VI. Elections 

Pursuant to the Bylaws at Article XI Sec. 2, since all nominees were running unopposed, 

Ms. Jahrling instructed the Secretary to cast an elective ballot favoring all nominees to their 

respective positions as follows: 

 

AC 06-24-04 (Two-year terms)  

• Benjamin Sheets, Conference Council Vice Chair  

• Linn Garcia, Conference Council Treasurer 

• Galen Kaohi, Conference Council Youth/Young Adult At-Large 
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• Cheri Dennis, Justice & Witness  

• Joan Sakaba, Administration Missional Team 

• Henry Kalani Wong, Formation Missional Team 

• Kenneth Makuakane – Hawaii Conference Foundation Board of Directors 

 

 With these elections, the 2025-2026 Conference Council is comprised of the following: 

Roberta Jahrling, Chair 

Benjamin Sheets, Vice-Chair 

Lorna Motas, Secretary 

Linn Garcia, Treasurer 

Galen Kaohi, Youth/Young Adult At-Large 

Nate Timoteo, Youth/Young Adult At-Large 

Joyclynn Costa, President, Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches 

Wryen Kiwaha, President, Hawai`i Island Association 

Tiffany Marotte, President, Kaua`i Association 

Irene Willis Hassan, President, O`ahu Association  

James Aarona, President, Tri-Isle Association 

Henry Kalani Wong, Formation Missional Team Chair 

Cheri Dennis, Justice and Witness Team Chair 

Frank Mulec, State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches  

Andrew Bunn, HCF Executive Secretary (ex-officio) 

David Popham, Conference Minister (ex-officio) 

 

VII.  Resolution – A Resolution Calling the Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ to 

Oppose the 2025 Immigration Rollbacks and Support Immigrants, Refugees, and Pacific 

Island Communities. 

  

It was moved by direction of the Conference Council, 

 

AC 06-25-05 To adopt the resolution, A Resolution Calling the Hawai‘i Conference 

United Church of Christ to Oppose the 2025 Immigration Rollbacks and Support 

Immigrants, Refugees, and Pacific Island Communities.  

 

Debate followed. 

 

AC 06-20-06 Lehua Galuteria moved and seconded to amend the summary as follows: 

Remove: to strongly oppose the immigration policy rollbacks of the 2025 Trump 

Administration and urges the church. 

 

Insert: to let everyone be subject to the governing authorities for there is no authority 

except that which God has established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against 

the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will 

bring judgement on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but 

for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 

Then do what is right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God’s 

servant for our good. But if you do wrong, be afraid for rulers do not bear the sword 

for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the 
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wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities not only because of 

possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, 

for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give to 

everyone what you owe them if you owe them taxes, if revenue, the revenue; if respect, 

then respect; if honor, then honor. 

The amendment was rejected by voice vote. 

 

AC 06-20-07 Elwood Kita moved and seconded, to end debate and amendment. 

The motion to end debate and amendment was adopted. 

 

The main motion was adopted. 

 

VIII. Hawai`i Conference Budget for Fiscal Year Ending 2026 

 

 It was moved by the Conference Council,  

 

 AC 06-25-08 To adopt the Hawai`i Conference Budget for Fiscal Year ending 2026. 

 Budget adopted by consensus. 

 

IX. Recognition and Words of Thanks 

Ms. Jahrling and Rev. Popham extended words of appreciation to Kauai Association and 

to all who worked to put this ‘Aha Makua together. 

 

 

X. Adjournment 

The 203rd ‘Aha Pae‘āina adjourned at 10:30am. 

 

 

 

Lori Yamashiro, 

Recording Secretary 
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Report to the 204th ʻAha Paeʻāina of the Hawaiʻi Conference  

Rev. Jonathan C. Roach, PhD, Associate Conference Minister  

1 Samuel 1:9-18 

 

 
Aloha Kākou, 

 
I. Introduction: 

 

This year has been a blur of activity! After last Juneʻs ‘Aha Pae‘āina, it was off to 

General Synod, then our Conference Minister, David Popham, was on sabbatical, and 

every team and committee was gearing up for the fall.  

 

The fall was a time of lament on Hawaiʻi Island. The sanctuary building of Helani 

Congregational Church was destroyed by fire. Leaders such as Sharon Matsuyama 

and Kahu Diane Hultman were and continue to struggle with significant health 

problems, congregations are struggling to pay the bills and keep the doors open, and 

we are mourning the passing of our beloved Kahu Charles Mahina Kaupiko of 

Hau‘oli Kamana‘o, Kahu Daniel Kawaha of Haili Church, and Uncle Harry Aiu who 

was the long-serving moderator of Helani Congregational Church. But there have 

been rich and powerful moments of ministry in the midst of this lament.  

Our COM Chairs hosted an important Anti-Racism Training with Dr. Ray Aldred in 

November, the Pastoral Leaders Retreat Planning Group offered a great retreat with 

Dr. Manulani Meyer and Larissa Marks, and the Innovation and Engagement 

Missional Team presented five great ministry labs workshops. In addition, we 

celebrated the installation of ten kahu pono at Kawaiahaʻo Church, enjoyed a great 

worship service at Mokuaikaua as they re-opened their sanctuary building after six 

years of fundraising and remodeling, and danced for joy with the ordination of Kahu 

Melveen Kaupiko and the installations of Kahu John Leong and Kahu Rosalind 

Ioane. I was also able to attend the 100th Anniversary celebration of Kuhio Chapel to 

support their wonderful ministry and join the Pūʻa Foundation for their Open House 

and see the amazing progress at their Papali Street property.  

 

II. My duties include the following essential functions: 

1. Work collaboratively and openly with all Conference staff. 

2. Support and resource all Hawai‘i Conference churches and ministers. 

3. Work in partnership with the Papa Makua for support of the Association 

of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches’ congregations. 

4. Support and resource Hawai‘i Island Association’s Board and Committee 

on Ministry.  

5. Support and resource the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches 

Board and Committee on Ministry. 

6. Spearhead Search and Call support of congregations in pastoral transition. 

R27



2 
 

7. Staff and resource missional teams of the Conference Council and staff as 

assigned. 

a. Editorial Team 

b. Committee on Ministry Chairs  

c. Pastoral Leadership Retreat Planning Team 

d. Innovation and Engagement Missional Team 

e. Justice and Witness Missional Team (until December 2025) 

8. Ensure that Conference files of churches, ministers, and associations are 

kept current with minutes and all supporting documentation. 

9. Attend meetings, as assigned, of Conference staff, Conference Council, 

associations, and ecumenical events.  

10. Perform other duties as assigned by the Conference Minister. 

 

III. Change in Essential Functions:  

 

With the increasing demands of Search and Call, the responsibility of being the 

liaison for our Justice and Witness Missional Team was removed from duties by the 

Conference Minister in December. Although I will miss working with this great team, 

I needed the time to focus upon Search and Call. 

 

IV. Bill 60: 

 

Last June while we were at the ‘Aha Pae‘āina, Hawai‘i County Council brought 

forward Bill 60 with the intent to provide more regulation over houses of worships in 

the County Code. Working with Interfaith Communities in Action, an organization 

that I am currently the president of, and other faith leaders, we started to educate and 

organize our members and to open dialogue with our County Council. After three 

revisions of the bill, numerous phone calls and emails, and an in-person meeting with 

the Planning Department and Councilmember Ashley Kierkiewicz, we not only were 

able to get the hours of operation dropped completely, but also we got changes to the 

definition of meeting facilities (which houses of worship now fall under in the code), 

changes to the definition of “events” (which is now called “special events” and only 

includes events outside the normal range of activities), and a carve out for house 

churches that will not need permits if they are under 25 in attendance and meet two 

times or less per week.  

 

V. Search and Call: 

 

I am currently serving as the Conference support person for Nu‘uanu Congregational 

Church, Waiokeola Congregational Church, Haili Congregational Church, Wai‘oli 

Hui‘ia Church, Makiki Christian Church, Church of the Crossroads, Koolauhuiia 

Protestant Church, UCC Judd Street, ʻIao UCC, First Chinese Church of Christ, 

Waialua UCC, United Community Church, Hawai‘i Kai UCC, Lāna‘i Union Church, 

and Filipino UCC.  
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In the last 12 months, I reviewed profiles of 77 UCC clergy, met with 34 clergy via 

Zoom or in person to discuss ministry opportunities, and worked with 23 clergy 

outside of the UCC who were interested in ministry at one of our congregations.  

 

Since last June: 

1. Pearl City Community Church has called Rev. Jon Lilley who started Sunday, 

March 15 

2. Keawala‘i Congregational Church has called Rev. Mitch Nelson who started 

Sunday, February 15 

3. Makawao Union Church has called Martha-Lee Bohn who is seeking lay 

ministerial standing and who has already started  

4. ‘Opihikao Congregational Church has called Frank Mulec who is seeking 

authorization and who has already started  

 

VI. Meetings and Support  

 

Over the last 12 months, I have participated in 414 meetings and events for my job 

duties and responsibilities. In addition, during David Popham’s sabbatical, I covered 

additional meetings with the O‘ahu COM, Micronesian Committee, and ‘Aha O Nā 

Mokupuni ‘O Maui, Moloka‘i a Me Lāna‘i COM. I have the boring details if anyone 

is interested, but I will note that these meetings fulfill all the duties of my call. With 

my Conference-wide responsibilities in my ministry, I have made in-person visits to: 

 

a. ‘Aha O Nā Mokupuni ‘O Maui, Moloka‘i a Me Lāna‘i 

i. ʻIao UCC (Preaching and Search and Call) 

ii. Makawao Union Church (Preaching and Search and Call) 

b. Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches: 

i. Ewa Community Church (‘Aha Hālāwai and Installations) 

ii. Haili Congregational Church (Preaching) 

iii. Hau‘oli Kamana‘o Church (Ordination and Installation) 

iv. Imiola Congregational Church (Safe Church Training) 

v. Ka‘ahumanu Church (Preaching) 

vi. Kalapana Maunakea First Hawaiian Church (‘Aha O Nā Kahu) 

vii. Kawaiaha‘o Church (Installations)  

viii. Kona Lanakila Church (‘Aha Hālāwai) 

ix. Koolauhuiia Protestant Church (Huaka‘i Hele) 

x. Kuhio Chapel (100th Anniversary) 

xi. Pu‘ula UCC (Preaching and Hōʻike) 

c. Kaua‘i Association 

i. Hanapepe Hawaiian Congregational Church (Huaka‘i Hele) 

ii. Kapa‘a First Hawaiian Church (‘Aha Pae‘āina) 

iii. Kapa‘a UCC (‘Aha Pae‘āina) 

iv. Kōloa Union Church (Huaka‘i Hele) 

v. Līhu‘e United Church (‘Aha Nā Kai ‘Ewalu) 

vi. ‘Ohana Ni‘ihau O Waimea Church (Huaka‘i Hele) 

vii. Waiʻoli Huiʻia Church (Preaching and Search and Call) 
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d. Hawai‘i Island Association:  

i. ‘Opihikao Congregational Church (Preaching) 

ii. Church of the Holy Cross (Preaching) 

iii. Helani Congregational Church (Memorial Service) 

iv. Hilo Coast UCC (Preaching, Kids’ Summer Splash, and ‘Aha Mokupuni) 

v. Hokuloa UCC (Preaching) 

vi. Kauaha‘ao Congregational Church (Preaching and Search and Call) 

vii. Living Stones Church (Memorial Service) 

viii. Mokuaikaua Church (Re-opening of Sanctuary and Anniversary) 

ix. Puka‘ana Congregational Church (Preaching and ‘Aha Mokupuni) 

x. United Community Church (Retirement of Pastor) 

e. O‘ahu Association: 

i. Church of the Crossroads (Preaching and Presentation) 

ii. Community Church of Honolulu (Installation) 

iii. First Chinese Church of Christ (Preaching and Search and Call) 

iv. Makiki Christian (Preaching and Search and Call) 

v. Nu‘uanu Congregational Church (Preaching and Search and Call) 

vi. Pearl City Community Church (Preaching and Luncheon) 

vii. Waialua UCC (Pastoral Leaders Retreat, Preaching, and Search and Call) 

viii. Waiokeola Congregational Church (Preaching and Search and Call) 

 

I have had online meetings with lay leaders and/or clergy from numerous other 

congregations and pastoral leaders. In addition, I was blessed to design and teach 

a three-session seminar to five lay leaders at Haili Congregational Church about 

offering lay sermons. I have also offered safe church trainings at Imiola 

Congregational Church and Hilo Coast UCC that were attended by over 40 of 

their members and Pastoral Leader Support training for Hokuloa UCC, United 

Church of Christ - Judd Street, and Keawala‘i Congregational Church. And 

finally, I was blessed to continue my education by participating in numerous short 

webinars and workshops.  

 

VII. Upcoming Sabbatical  

 

I can’t believe that in just a few months I will be celebrating my fifth anniversary 

in this ministry. I can’t express how much I have grown to love this ministry, our 

congregations, our kahu, and all the parts and people who make up the Hawaiʻi 

Conference.  

 

For this sabbatical I am dedicating myself to a three-month deep dive combining 

three things that I love: birdwatching, writing, and my relationship with God. 

During this time, I hope to write the majority of an entire book. My working title 

is Birdwatching with Ke Akua: Devotions and Insights for People Trying to 

Follow Jesus with Messy, Chaotic, and Stressed-Out Lives. I believe this 

particular sabbatical will energize and inspire me for my future years of ministry 

with the Hawaiʻi Conference, United Church of Christ. 
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ʻAha O Nā Mokupuni ʻo Maui, Molokaʻi a me Lānaʻi 
Report to the ‘Aha Paeʻāina 

May 14, 2026 

 
ʻAha: “assembly”; Mokupuni: “island”; Nā: pluralize. 
 
Two years ago, the Board of Directors of the ʻAha O Nā Mokupuni decided to revert 
back to the original name of the organization. As time progressed it became easier to 
refer to the ʻAha O Nā Mokupuni as the “Tri-isle,” deferring to expediency. Makua 
Laiana, Rev. Lorenzo Lyons, long ago commented that ʻolelo Hawai‘i is one of the most 
beautiful languages in the world.  I begin my report with this statement for it has been 
my honor to serve as President of this organization and I thank Rev. Kimberly Fong, 
Rev. Dennis Barger, and Kailani Ross for serving on the Board of Directors; the 
members of the Committee on Ministry; nā Kahu; and the many lay people that serve 
Ke Akua in the islands of Maui, Molokaʻi a me Lānaʻi. 
 
The ʻAha O Nā Mokupuni will hold the Spring ʻAha hosted by Rev. Robb Kojima and the 
Wailuku Union members on Saturday May 16. 
This year we have participated in anti-racism discussions led by Rev. Raymond Aldred 
from Vancouver School of Theology at the Fall ʻAha. 
 
Ministerial Leadership: 
We bid aloha to Rev. Gordon Marchant of Makawao Union, Rev. Lauren Buck Medeiros 
of ‘Iao UCC, and Rev. Gary Percesepe of Keawalaʻi Church and thank them for their 
service to Ke Akua.  Rev. Ben Sheets will be completing his ministry at Lānaʻi Union 
and we thank him and his family on behalf of the Lānaʻi ohana. Rev. Sheets has been 
very supportive of the ʻAha O Nā Mokupuni as well as the Hawaiʻi Conference UCC, 
especially in his creativity in working with our youth. 
Rev. Mitch Nelson is settling into his ministry at Keawalaʻi Church. 
We welcomed Kahu Verl Klassen as Licensed Minister at Waiheʻe Prostant Church 
working with the Pohnpei Ministry, and Ulysses Pacsil as a Member in Discernment with 
Maui Evangelical Church. 
We grieved with the Waiheʻe Pohnpei Ministry in the passing of Rev. Wainry John. 
 
Church Life: 
The Lahaina and Kula recovery is still ongoing and we continue to seek prayers.  
Waiola Church has a service the first Sunday of the month led by Kahu Anela Rosa 
under a tent on the church grounds. 
Lahuiokalani Kaʻanapali Church has opened its doors by hosting four churches at their 
hale pule. The church is led by moderator Aileen Trout. 
Poʻokela Church will be receiving 17 workers in their halepule. These volunteers have 
come to kokua with the fire recovery.  Rev. Fong and the Poʻokela members have 
partnered with the Presbyterian Church USA and the United Church of Christ in a 
program to provide housing by converting space in their “keiki room” and the sanctuary 
for sleeping accommodations and shower facilities. In as much as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren…..God is still speaking 
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Kaʻahumanu Church continues with the Restoration process. Fund raising is a concern, 
for Kahu Wayne Higa reports that $1.5 to $2 million needs to be raised. 
 
We look forward to what Our Lord has set before us E hoʻomau Kākou …. We press on. 
 
E hoʻopomaikaʻi ia Ke Akua 
 
James Aarona 
President 
ʻAha O Nā Mokupuni ʻo Maui, Molokaʻi a me Lānaʻi 
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AHEC Report to the Hawaiʻi Conference 

ʻAha Paeʻāina & Makua 

Submitted by Joyclynn Costa, Luna Hoʻomalu 

Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches (AHEC) 

E nā hoa makamaka o ke ‘Aha Paeʻāina — aloha nui iā kākou āpau. In the spirit of E nānā i ke 

kumu, we gather once again to look to our Source, the God who has carried our kūpuna and 

continues to guide our collective work. With gratitude, I offer this report on behalf of AHEC. 

 

1. Mission & Kuleana of AHEC 

AHEC remains the spiritual and cultural home for our Hawaiian churches. This year has been 

one of rebuilding trust and strengthening our shared mission. Our kuleana includes uplifting 

congregations, supporting kahu and lay leaders, honoring moʻomeheu Hawaiʻi, advocating for 

justice and well-being, and deepening our relationship with the wider Conference. 

 

2. Leadership & Governance 

As Luna Hoʻomalu, I have focused on clarity, accountability, and alignment with AHEC’s 

mission. Key efforts included regular leadership meetings, clearer roles and responsibilities, 

improved communication with kahu and congregations, policy review for pono decision-making, 

and preparation for future leadership transitions. These steps strengthen AHEC as a stable and 

culturally grounded body. 

 

3. Financial Health & Stewardship 

AHEC realized financial gains exceeding $600,000, strengthening reserves and expanding 

capacity. This growth allows us to launch an additional program in 2027–2028, increase 

committee support, host a kahu retreat for spiritual renewal, and expand services for clergy and 

congregations. Our financial stability reflects the trust placed in us and the kuleana we carry. 
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4. Clergy Formation Milestones 

This year included 26 Licensed Ministers, 2 Official Ordinations, and 1 Non-official 

Ordination acknowledged by Conference leadership. These milestones reflect the growth and 

strengthening of our clergy ʻohana. 

 

5. Pastoral Support & Church Vitality 

AHEC continues to support churches navigating pastoral transitions, aging congregations, and 

limited resources. Efforts included pastoral care check-ins, assistance to congregations in 

transition, lay leadership development, community relationship-building, and promotion of 

culturally grounded worship and ministry practices. The resilience of our churches remains a 

testament to the faith of our kūpuna. 

 

6. AHEC Partnership Ministries 

(Condensed as requested) 

AHEC partners with ministries and organizations across Hawaiʻi that expand our reach and 

deepen our impact. These partnerships strengthen leadership development, youth engagement, 

justice work, and culturally grounded ministry. 

 

7. Priorities for the Coming Year 

AHEC will continue strengthening governance, expanding pastoral support, deepening 

collaboration with the Hawaiʻi Conference, improving communication, advocating for Hawaiian 

communities, and supporting revitalization efforts within our churches. Our goal is to remain a 

strong, vibrant, and culturally grounded presence. 

 

8. Personal Accomplishments as Luna Hoʻomalu 

This year has been one of deep learning and service. Highlights include: 

• Launching Kōkua Hale Pule, providing small-scale repairs and maintenance for AHEC 

church properties. 

• Participating in the Conference Minister’s Lenten Storytelling Series. 
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• Continued service on the Hawaiʻi Conference Foundation’s Property Management 

Committee. 

• Strengthening collaboration with the Conference and Foundation. 

• Serving as Moderator for Kalanikahua Hou. 

• Participating in the ministry of the giant Umeke on Maui. 

• Preparing for theological education through the ISP program toward an M.Div. 

• Maintaining pastoral presence at my home church each first Sunday. 

These experiences have deepened my commitment to our clergy and congregations. 

 

9. In Memoriam 

We honor three beloved clergy who have ascended to Glory: 

Kahu Daniel Kiwaha • Kahu Richard Alger • Kahu Charles Mahina Kaupiko 

We give thanks for their faithful service and the ways they touched their congregations and 

communities. Their legacy remains woven into the life of AHEC and the Hawaiʻi Conference. 

 

10. Closing Manaʻo 

Mahalo for your continued support, prayers, and partnership. As we move forward, may we 

remain anchored in faith, guided by our kūpuna, and united in our mission to serve God and 

God’s people across Hawaiʻi. 

ʻO ke Akua pū me kākou i kēia huakaʻi o ka lokomaikaʻi, ka pono, a me ke aloha. 

With aloha and gratitude, 

Joyclynn Costa  

Luna Hoʻomalu, Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches (AHEC) 
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Hawaiʻi Island Association UCC 
Annual Report to the ʻAha Paeʻāina 

Fiscal Year 2025–2026 
 

June 11-13, 2026 
 
Aloha kākou, 
 
It is a privilege and a blessing to share this annual report on behalf of the Hawaiʻi 
Island Association of the United Church of Christ. This past year has been one 
marked by both challenge and grace, by loss and renewal, by honest reckoning 
and enduring hope. In many ways, it has asked us to live more fully into who we 
say we are: a covenantal body of churches, bound not by uniformity, but by 
relationship, shared faith, and a commitment to walk together in Christ’s love. 
 
Over the course of this fiscal year, our Association has continued to gather in 
meaningful ways, most notably through our ʻAha Mokupuni, where we have 
worshiped, discerned, and strengthened our shared ministry. These gatherings 
have remained a vital space for encouragement and connection, especially as 
many of our congregations navigate tightening resources, aging membership, and 
shifting community dynamics. And yet, even in the midst of these realities, there is 
a clear and unmistakable sign that the Spirit is still moving among us. 
 
We have seen signs of this movement throughout the life of our Association and 
its congregations. Across our island churches, there remains a deep commitment 
to faithful worship, compassionate service, and the nurturing of community. Many 
congregations continue to find meaningful ways to remain rooted in tradition while 
also responding to the changing needs of the present moment. Whether through 
outreach to neighbors, renewed participation in worship, the strengthening of 
cultural identity and language, or simply the steady and faithful witness of gathering 
week after week, our churches continue to embody resilience, hospitality, and 
hope. 
 
At the same time, this has also been a year of significant loss. We continue to hold 
in our prayers the people of Helani Congregational Church, whose historic 
sanctuary was lost to fire. That moment was not only the loss of a building, but the 
loss of a sacred space filled with memory, identity, and generations of faithful 
witness. And yet, even in that loss, the people of Helani have offered a profound 
example to our entire Association of what it means to be the Church. In the midst 
of grief and uncertainty, they have continued to gather, worship, pray, and care for 
one another with remarkable faithfulness and courage. Their witness has reminded 
us that the Church is more than wood and stone. It is a living community grounded 
in Christ’s love and sustained by hope. 
 
The response of our Association likewise revealed something essential about who 
we are. Through “Hope for Helani Sunday,” congregations across our island came 
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together in solidarity, offering prayers, financial support, and a shared commitment 
to walk alongside Helani in the long journey of rebuilding. It was a powerful 
reminder that while buildings may be lost, the Church, rooted in people, 
relationship, and covenant, endures. 
 
We have also faced the impacts of natural disasters closer to home. The series of 
Kona Low storms earlier this year brought significant flooding and damage to 
communities and to Kauahaʻao Congregational Church. Once again, we witnessed 
both vulnerability and resilience. In these moments, the Church is called not only 
to respond, but to embody hope—to be present, to serve, and to remind one 
another that we are not alone. 
 
“In the midst of these challenges, there is much to celebrate. We give thanks for 
the continued raising up of leaders within our churches and the wider body of 
Christ. This year, the Association approved the Rev. Eric Page for Privilege of Call, 
and we look forward with joy to his upcoming installation at Hōkūloa United Church 
of Christ. We celebrate the call of Pastor Paul Childers at Helani Congregational 
Church, the return of Kahu Debbie Wong Yuen from retirement to serve Kauahaʻao 
Congregational Church, and the faithful ministry of Kahu Frank Mulec at ʻŌpihikao 
Congregational Church. These moments remind us that God continues to call 
faithful servants into ministry and that the Spirit continues to renew and strengthen 
the Church for the work ahead.” 
 
We also give thanks for the leadership of this Association. To our officers, 
committee members, clergy, and lay delegates: your commitment to this work does 
not go unnoticed. You have given your time, your wisdom, and your hearts to the 
life of this body. In a season where it would be easy to grow weary or discouraged, 
you have remained steadfast. For that, I am deeply grateful. 
 
Looking ahead, we recognize that the road before us will require both courage and 
imagination. The realities we face are not unique to us, but they are real. And yet, 
we are not a people of “it is what it is.” We are a people of hope. We are a people 
who believe that God is still speaking, still calling, still doing a new thing among 
us. 
 
Our vision moving forward is not simply about survival, but about renewal. It is 
about deepening relationships between our churches, strengthening pathways for 
leadership development, and continuing to create spaces where congregations 
can share resources, ideas, and encouragement. It is about reclaiming our identity 
as a covenantal body—where no church stands alone, and where the successes 
and struggles of one are shared by all. 
 
Most importantly, it is about remaining rooted in Christ. In a world that often feels 
uncertain and divided, we are called to be a people who embody love, justice, and 
grace. We are called to listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd, even amidst the 
many competing voices around us. And we are called to step forward in faith, 
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trusting that the same Spirit who has carried us thus far will continue to lead us 
into what is yet to come. 
 
As we gather for this ʻAha Paeʻāina, may we do so with gratitude for what has 
been, honesty about where we are, and hope for what lies ahead. The work before 
us is not easy—but it is holy. And we do not do it alone. 
 
With humility and thanksgiving, I remain yours in Christ’s service. 
 
Kahu W. Keoki Kiwaha 
President, Hawaiʻi Island Association UCC 
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Kaua‘i Association United Church of Christ 

President’s Report 2025 – 2026 

Our General Association Meetings consisted of: 

• On September 23, 2025 - UCC General Synod by Pastor Cheri Dennis 
o Organization of United Church of Christ in the United States 
o “Polity” 
o Two Types of Resolution: Prudential and Witness 
o GS35 Resolutions – Prudential Resolutions 
o Summaries of Resolutions of Witness 

• Fall ‘Aha Mokupuni on Sunday, November 16, 2025, at Līhu‘e United Church with 
the theme being “Theology Within Oceania” with a presentation by Peasipa 
Namoa. 

• “Holy Disruption” with Pastor Amy Butler who shared and focused on her new book 
Holy Disruption: A Manifesto for the Future of Faith Communities on January 27, 
2026. 

• On March 24, 2026, we reviewed and discussed the recommendations of the By- 
Laws Committee. This is a work in progress. 

There were several changes on the Executive Committee. 

• In December, Rev.  Barry Mick  resigned from being  the  Chaplain. Rev. Olaf 
Hoeckmann-Percival fulfilled the remaining term in January. 

• In December, Auli‘i Kaauwai-Herrod resigned from being the Treasurer. Tiffany 
Marrotte fulfilled that position immediately to be sure the financials remained 
in order. 

Rev. Cheri Dennis was installed as the Settled Pastor of Līhu‘e Christian Church on 
February 1, 2026.  And on April 2, 2026, Līhu‘e Christian Church became the fourth 
church on Kaua‘i to be an Open and Affirming Church. Congratulations! 

Pastor Olaf Hoeckmann-Percival held the annual Youth Camp over Spring Break at the 
Waineke Lodge in Koke‘e. Youth from outer islands also participated. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Tiffany Marrotte 

President 
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O‘ahu Association Report 

As of May 31, 2026 

Committee on Ministry related events: 

8/13/25 Timothy Morton licensed to serve at Wahiawa UCC 

10/26/25 Pastor Wayne Ibara concluded his ministry at Makiki Christian 

10/26/25 Pastor Amy Butler was installed at Community Church of Honolulu 

12/7/25 Pastor Wayne Ibara begins his ministry as Interim Pastor at Waiokeola 

1/4/26  Pastor EJ Ravago concluded his ministry at Waialua UCC 

1/25/26 Pastor David Turner concluded his ministry at Church of the Crossroads 

3/8/26  Pastor Jon Lilley concluded his ministry at First Chinese Church 

3/10/26 Pastor Jon Lilley began his ministry at Pearl City Community Church 

5/17/26 Pastor Daniel Kidder-McQuown was installed at Waipahu UCC 

5/24/26 Pastor Malcolm Carr concluded his ministry at Hawai‘i Kai UCC 

Comings and Goings 

Amy Butler – Pastor at Community Church of Honolulu, granted dual standing. 

Mary Herbig – Transferred her standing to the Illinois Conference. 

David Huber – Pastor at UCC Judd Street transferred his standing from the Wisconsin 
Conference. 

Will Whitmore - Chaplain at Mid Pacific Institute transferred his standing from the Penn 
Central Conference. 

David Yoshida – Pastor at the Giving Circle Church transferred his standing from the New 
Haven Association.  

And we give thanks for the life and ministry of: 

Rev. Allan Lee 

Rev. Phil Mark 

Rev. Elias Sevilleja 

Rev. Hidemi Tsutsui
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Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ 

Annual Report  – June 2026 

ADMINISTRATION MISSIONAL TEAM (AMT) 

 

The Administration Missional Team (AMT) comprised of members Roberta Jahrling, Linn 
Garcia, and Joan Sakaba (Chair) have been working with Conference Minister David 
Popham, Chief Operating Officer Lori Yamashiro and legal consultant Andrew Char in the 
review of drafted Amended and Restated Bylaws of the Hawai‘i Conference of the United 
Church of Christ.  The last time the bylaws were reviewed in its entirety was June 2009.    
Mr. Char was contracted to review the content of the original bylaws to bring them up to 
current standards and practices.   

The Team has had several meetings with Mr. Char, who has been incorporating suggested 
changes into the document.  The current draft is being reviewed by the United Church of 
Christ’s General Counsel Heather Kimmel.  Once a final draft is completed, it will be 
forwarded to the Council for its consideration.  The current timeline includes providing the 
Council time to review the document, then to do some education of the Conference 
regarding the document, with a final approval of the amended bylaws to be conducted 
during the 2027 ‘Aha Pae‘āina.   

A joint personnel policy has been drafted by the Conference and Foundation.  This policy 
was reviewed by the Hawai‘i Employment Council and recommendations are being 
incorporated into the policy.  Once this is completed and the appropriate Conference 
Council and Foundation teams review the document, it will be forwarded to the 
Conference Council and the Foundation Board of Directors for adoption.  

The AMT worked with Conference Staff on a FYE 2027 budget.  The final draft was approved 
at the May 2, 2026, Council meeting and will be brought before the 2026 ‘Aha Pae‘āina for 
discussion and acceptance.   

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Joan Sakaba 

Chair, Administration Missional Team 
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Formation Missional Team Report to the ‘Aha Makua 

Hawaiʻi Conference, United Church of Christ 

 

The kuleana of the Formation Missional Team: 

The Formation Missional Team works to promote the formation of strong Christian 

communities in the Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ. 

 

The scriptural foundation: Ephesians 4:11-15 
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 

up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here 

and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their 

deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 

respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 

 

 
 

Key Functions 

• Develop programs for: 

o The Conference 

o Youth 

o Congregations 

o Clergy 

o Other areas as needs arise 
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• Ensure that programs are more than just activities or events, but opportunities that can 

change people’s lives and help them grow to be more faithful. 

• Include programs that help develop people’s sense of call, strengthening the church to be 

effective UCC witnesses in their community and Hawai‘i. 

• Lead the transformation of people’s lives and build relationships and connections. Work 

on evangelism, emphasize the necessity of going to the people, not waiting for them to 

come. 

 

Initiatives and updates: 

 

• 1: Training and Spiritual Formation Provide paths for leadership development, 

theological education and spiritual growth that include all cultures and 

generations. 

o Pastoral Leaders Retreat:  

▪ 2025 Event: The Pastoral Leaders Retreat was held September 8-11, 2025, at 

Camp Mokule‘ia and well attended by 30 individuals. The theme of “Dive 

Deep” was explored by Kumu Manulani Meyer and Larissa Marks. Larissa 

provided one-on-one spiritual guidance to the pastors, which helped provide 

them with much encouragement and spiritual direction. Funding support was 

received by the Formation Missional Team, a grant from the Brown 

Endowment, and the Hawai‘i Island Association. See the 9/24/25 Coconut 

Wireless for more insight on this event. 

▪ 2026 Event: The 2026 retreat will take place August 31-September 2, 2026, at 

Camp Mokuleʻia. The theme will be “Hoʻokuʻikahi- Made Whole Between 

and Within” with guest speakers: Dr. Ray Aldred, Kahu Nani Hill.  

Registration information will be made available in the Coconut Wireless. 

 

• 3: Expansive Concept of Church Actively support new or different ways of “being 

church.” 

o 203rd ‘Aha Paeʻāina 

▪ For the 2025 ‘Aha Pae‘āina, with the location and the set-up, the FMT 

wanted to create a homecoming/reunion feel.  This seemed to be 

accomplished with great interaction among all attendees. 

▪ The theme of the 2025 ‘Aha Pae‘āina was “Building a Firm Foundation” and 

was hosted by the Kaua‘i Association from June 12-14, 2025.  It was held at 

the Kapa‘a UCC and Kapa‘a First Hawaiian Churches. Rev. Phiwa Langeni 

was the guest speaker.  It received extremely positive comments on the hosting, 

atmosphere under a big tent, worship, guest speaker, most of the workshops, 

the mākeke, the food of course. The budget presentation was a big hit! 

o 204th ‘Aha Pae‘āina 

▪ The ʻAha Paeʻāina will be held June 11-13, 2026, at Waipahu UCC and is 

being hosted by the West Oʻahu churches. This year’s theme is “Building 

Bridges – Kūkulu Uapo”, based on Romans 14:19. The thought is to see church 

as a bridge to serve others.  We can be an inclusive church which lets folks 

know, “That no matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  

That takes us beyond the pews and into the pathways of life. Shari Prestemon, 

R43

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4/files/5716e5d7-4007-4969-985b-5db8d649d86b/Strategic_Initiative_1.05.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4/files/c4edce1f-9144-4f6a-9f09-ac737c2242a6/Strategic_Initiative_3.05.pdf


UCC's Associate General Minister and Co-Executive of Global Ministries, will 

be the keynote speaker. 

▪ It was decided by the Formation Missional Team that the theme of the ‘Aha 

would be further explored throughout the year in workshops and/or labs which 

will help us apply the lessons learned at our annual conference. 

 

• 4: Gifts and Wisdom of the Next Generation Ensure that people under 40 are welcomed, 

inspired, and free to give full expression of their faith (even if it looks different). 

o ‘Aha Youth Event: 

• 2025 Event: the 2025 Youth Event was held June 11-14, 2025 at the 

Waineke Cabins on Kaua‘i.  Due to the size of the venue, participants were 

limited to 30 youth.  They explored the same theme of  “Building a Firm 

Foundation,” as the adults and brought their energy with them as they 

joined the Makua on Friday afternoon.  They participated in a Hale 

Building activity with the adults before settling into the business of the 

conference.  Cost of this event was $50 per participant. 

• 2026 Event: The 2026 Youth Event will be held June 10-13 at Camp 

Mokule‘ia.  The registration process was modified this year to allow more 

churches to have their youth participate. Each church was initially given 

two spaces.  If there was space available after that, others were chosen 

using a lottery basis. Fifty-one youth will be in attendance at the youth 

event and will be attending the Makua meeting on Friday afternoon 

through Saturday. Chaperones are going through a proper vetting process 

to ensure compliance with Safe Church guidelines. To help defer costs, the 

registration fee was raised to $100/participant.  Funding is through the 

FMT budget. 

 

• 6: Live aloha. Strengthen our relationships as members of local churches, Associations 

and the Conference 

o As we explore bridge building throughout the coming year, we hope to build our 

bonds and aloha for one another. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kalani Wong, Chair 

Formation Missional Team 

 

Team members: Irene Hassan, Wayne Higa, Woody Kita, Wayne Ibara, Cara Ann Maeda, Helen 

Hoeckmann-Percival, Tiffany Marrotte, Janice Ogoshi, Danielle White, Kalani Wong 

Conference Staff: David Popham, Lori Yamashiro, Kristen Young 
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HCUCC Justice & Witness Mission Team 
2025-2026 Report to the 2026 ‘Aha Pae‘āina 

 
Micah 6:8 And, what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with your God? 
 
Mission of the Justice & Witness Team: The mission of the Justice and Witness Missional 
Team is to equip congregations on justice and witness initiatives. The team provides 
materials, resources, guidance and support to congregations. 
 
 
HCUCC Micronesian Committee – Kachusy Silander and Ron Fujiyoshi are the liasons 
between the Conference and the Council. J&W receives monthly reports from the committee 
which continues to support the Micronesian faith community within Hawai‘i. Six new pastors 
from the Jarin Rarik Dron (JRD-UCC Marshall Islands) were assigned to Hawai‘i in the 
summer of 2025.  
 
Reconciliation Committee – This committee completed its work in 2022 when 
recommendations were made to the HCUCC Council. However reconciliation work is never 
quite ended. There is interest by some members of J&W to begin gathering again to do more 
work toward reconciliation. This continues to be a topic for J&W discussion.  
 
General Synod #35 Resolutions – J&W reviewed the resolutions that came out of General 
Synod #35. Among the various resolutions, there were many resolutions of witness 
supporting human rights and immigration locally, nationally, and internationally but not any 
specific action items that J&W or the Hawai‘i Conference needed to address. The various 
national bodies of the UCC are better equipped to send these resolutions onto those leaders 
who need to see them. They are available on the UCC website for review. 
 
Events - In October, J&W cohosted the “Standing with Our Immigrant Neighbors” Zoom 
meeting with Rev. Dr. David Vasquez-Levy from Pacific School of Religion. Various UCC 
churches across the islands were host sites for this meeting. In February, J&W was invited to 
participate in the Faith Action Leadership Training and offered to pay the registration fee for 
those from the Conference who attended.   
 
Letters & Petitions - During the past 12 months, J&W has authorized the Conference 
Minister, David Popham, to sign various petitions and/or letters on behalf of the Conference. 
Those have included a letter condemning the war with Iran, various immigration issues. J&W 
has also included petitions in the Coconut Wireless or forwarded via email various petitions 
to team members and others to read and sign according to one’s own understanding.  J&W 
members were encouraged to support the “No Dictators Day” as individuals.  
 
Poll on Justice & Witness Issues - In December, the HCUCC office sent out a poll designed 
by J&W asking what the important justice and/or witness issues were for the respondent and 
the respondentʻs church. The top five responses to the questions, “What justice areas are 
important to you?” and “What justice areas are important to your congregation?” were 
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Environment/Climate, Houselessness, Immigration, Food Security, and Native Hawaiian 
Rights. On that poll we also asked for suggestions for Justice and Witness action. The 
responses included education on the various justice issues, networking with other justice-
minded groups, workshops and training on best practices.  
 
We as a team look forward to the 2026-2027 year where our focus will be on education for 
our churches. Possibilities include:  

• how to advocate for and give testimony before Congress (state?)  
• the use of prophetic witness for justice  
• reviewing the various bills going through the state and federal legislature affecting the 

environment 
• military leases, why they are damaging and what options are available 
• screening the documentary “Earth’s Greatest Enemy”  
• a conversation time with J&W at the ʻAha Paeʻāina 

 
Missional Team Members: Cheri Dennis, Michael Horning, Eric Page, Keoki Kiwaha, Josann 
Jenks, Kristen Young, Meli Akimseu, Kachusy Silander, Lee Takagi, Joyclynn Costa, David 
Popham. 
 
God’s blessings, 
Cheri Dennis, Chair, Justice & Witness Missional Team 
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Innovation & Engagement 2025-2026 Annual Report 

Current Team Members: Heather Barfield, Ben Sheets, Lorna Motas, Andy Dahlburg, Jenille 
White, Jeffry Acido and Jonathan Roach 

 

 The Innovation & Engagement (I&E) Missional Team continues to serve the 

Hawaiʻi Conference by cultivating creativity, strengthening leadership, and equipping 

congregations for meaningful, forward-thinking ministry. Over the past year, the team 

has focused on fostering collaboration, resourcing churches, and experimenting with 

new models of engagement rooted in local context and relationships. 

 One of the central expressions of the I&E Team’s work has been the ongoing 

development of Ministry Labs, designed to spark imagination and provide practical tools 

for congregational life. The team hosted a four-part series in the fall of 2025 that 

included: 

• Holy Disruption  

• Pure Imagination: Congregations in Ministry 

• Demographics and Daring Faith Conversations 

• Changing Models of Search and Call 

These sessions: 

• Encouraged innovative and contextual ministry practices 

• Equipped leaders to interpret demographic data for mission 

• Sparked conversations about collaboration among congregations 

• Provided practical frameworks for navigating pastoral transitions 

Participants responded positively, noting both the relevance and applicability of the 

content. The team also began exploring ways to extend the impact of these sessions 

through recordings, tutorials, and potential written resources. On April 23, 2026, Rev. 

Eric Anderson led us in a Lab on Media Justice Ministry. 

The I&E Team continues to steward the Christian Investment Grants, providing 

financial support for innovative ministry initiatives. Grants Awarded This Year: 

• Haili Congregational Church – $900 for supporting lay preaching development 

and worship leadership resources 

• Kailua Christian Church – $1,000 to support ministry development  

• Waipahu United Church of Christ – $500 to support a guest speaker 

The team remains committed to: 

• Encouraging innovation and experimentation 
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• Supporting both new initiatives and meaningful expansions of existing ministries 

• Ensuring accessibility and broader conference participation 

The I&E Team has placed strong emphasis on equipping clergy and lay leaders. Key 

initiatives include: 

• Exploration of lay leadership development resources, including partnerships and 

platforms such as Faith+Lead and theological education programs 

• Continued conversation around deacon training and worship design support 

• Consideration of conference-wide access to Worship Design Studio and 

collaborative learning communities 

Emerging Opportunity: Healthy Meetings Training - Recognizing a widespread need 

across the Conference, the team is exploring workshops on: 

• Designing effective and engaging meetings 

• Reducing meeting fatigue 

• Incorporating culturally grounded facilitation practices 

A potential partnership with a Hawaiʻi-based consultant is being explored to offer 

webinars for both clergy and broader church leadership. 

 The team continues to encourage experimentation as a pathway to growth. 

Examples lifted up this year include: 

• Community-based events such as church paeʻāina and block parties 

• Virtual and hybrid gatherings to increase accessibility 

• Intentional relationship-building as the foundation for ministry 

A guiding principle has emerged: “Our activities are for a purpose—it’s about being 

intentional. Relationships, relationships.” 

The I&E Team has also begun exploring ways to provide direct support to 

congregations, particularly those in transition or reimagining their future. This includes: 

• Offering outside perspective and consultation 

• Helping churches interpret demographic data 

• Supporting visioning processes grounded in local context 

As the I&E Missional Team looks toward the coming year, the focus remains on: 

• Deepening relationships across the Conference 

• Equipping leaders for adaptive and innovative ministry 

• Expanding access to meaningful resources 

• Continuing to experiment, learn, and grow together 
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The team remains grounded in the belief that the Church is called not only to preserve 

tradition, but to faithfully imagine what God is doing next in and through our 

communities. 

 This past year has been marked by creativity, collaboration, and faithful 

experimentation. The Innovation & Engagement Missional Team is grateful for the 

opportunity to serve the Hawaiʻi Conference and looks forward to continuing this 

important work in the year ahead. 

  

Respectfully Submitted~ 

Heather Barfield, Chair 

R49



          
 

State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches (SCHCC) 
Annual Meeting-‘Aha Makua 

President’s Report 
June 12, 2026 

 
 

Aloha mai kākou 
 
The SCHCC continues its mission and vision to advocate for the Hawaiian Church in Hawai‘i to 
celebrate and build upon its biblical roots in the Christian faith, while sustaining the richness of 
Hawaiian traditions and cultural values. 
 
The SCHCC maintained their mission and vision goal through program funding that supported 
various SCHCC churches, youth and scholarship programs and our partner, the Pū`a Foundation. 
 
This fiscal year we granted a total of $67,700.00 to the following: 

• $50,000-Repair and Maintenance to Ko‘olauhui‘ia Church and Kauaha`ao Church 

• $12,000-Kahu Richard Wong Grant to Pearl City Community Church 

• $1,000-Kahu William Keli‘iho‘omalu Scholarship Fund to Kahu Kevin Wong, MID 

• $1,000-Kealahou Alika Scholarship Fund at the Pacific School of Religion 

• $1,500-Fund to support the Kahu William Keli‘iho‘omalu Scholarship Fund  

• $1,000-Pū‘a Foundation 

• $1,200-‘Aha Pae‘āina Youth Camp 
Total disbursement, $67,700. 

 
Below are details of projects and programs the SCHCC supported in fiscal year 2026. 
 
Kokua Mau (Funding and Endowment) Projects: 

• The Repair and Maintenance- Two churches were awarded a combined funding of 
$50,000 for repairs and maintenance, Ko‘olauhui‘ia Church on Kaua‘i and Kauaha‘ao 
Church on Hawai‘i Island. Funds were disbursed from the Hawai‘i Conference 
Foundation on April 16. 
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• The Pearl City Community Church sent a letter of appreciation for the $12,000 grant 
they received in February from the Richard Wong Endowment Fund to support the 
YMCA Enhanced Fitness Program in their community. The program especially helps 
kūpuna in areas of balance, building core strength, cardio exercise, endurance and 
nutrition. 
 

• The Kahu William Keli‘iho‘omalu Scholarship Fund granted a scholarship award in 
February. Approved funding of $1,000 was sent to Fuller Theological Seminar for MID 
Kahu Kevin Wong. 

 
 

At the April 25th SCHCC BOD meeting the Board of Directors voted unanimously to pass the 
following:   
 

1. Donate $1,000 to the Kealahou Alika Scholarship Fund as way to thank Kealahou for 
his years of service to the SCHCC and the Hawaiian churches impacted by his 
leadership and commitment. 

2. To support the William Keli‘iho‘omalu Scholarship Endowment fund with a 
contribution of $1,500. 

3. To support the youth attending the HCUCC ‘Aha Pae‘āina Youth camp at Camp 
Mokuleia with $1,200.  This will support 12 youth. 

4. Previous approved as a line item on the budget, a donation of $1,000 to the Pū‘a 
Foundation to support their work with incarcerated women and the proactive care 
of the Punahoa Forest Reserve project. 

 

• The SCHCC nominations were conducted from February through April 10. Candidates for 
the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer were received. 
Approval of the slate will be held during the annual meeting on June 11. 

 

• In January 2026, the SCHCC received a bequest of $47,015.71 from a Maui couple who 
were members of the Keawala‘i Church on Maui. They have since passed away. It was 
approved by the SCHCC BOD to set up a custodial account at the Hawai‘i Conference 
Foundation. 
 

• The SCHCC finalized their Endowment Policy for all three endowments including a 
promissory note that accompanies the Kahu William Keli‘iho‘omalu Scholarship Fund. 
Many thanks to Caroline Belsom for her assistance with this project. 
 

• The Kalapana Maunakea Congregational Church withdrew their membership from the 
SCHCC.  A letter was received in February from their church. A reply was sent thanking 
them for their years of participation and service and wishes for peace and success as 
they continue their faith journey. 
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Mahalo nui a loa for all that you and your members are doing in your faith communities. 
Though the Hawaiian churches may be small, the size of your faith and your commitment to 
serve speaks volumes. 
 
On behalf of the SCHCC, please pass on our regards, our gratitude and warm greetings to your 
churches. May we continue to move forward, doing God’s work with grace, humility and love. 
 
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom, through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”   Colossians 3: 15-17 
 
In Christ~ 
Lorna Motas-SCHCC President 
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ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCHES

Hawai‘i Island CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Hilo: CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH   

ALOHA KE AKUA KIKAWA, Daniel P

Honoka‘a: KALEMELA CHURCH

Kainaliu: LANAKILA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH TAKETA, Charlene P

LEONG, John P

Kamuela: IMIOLA CONGREGATIONAL UCC BLEVINS, David P

Kurtistown: ‘OLA‘A FIRST HAWAIIAN CHURCH KAPUNIAI, Agnes Lani P

Nanawale:
KALAPANA MAUNAKEA FIRST HAWAIIAN CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH UCC WARREN, Michael P

Pahoa: PU‘ULA UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST HULTMAN, Diane P

Punalu‘u: HOKULOA/HENRY ‘OPUKAHA‘IA CHAPEL

Kaua‘i

Anahola: KO‘OLAU HUI‘IA PROTESTANT CHURCH   

Waimea: ‘OHANA NI‘IHAU ‘O WAIMEA KAOHELAUILII, Hiipoi P

Maui

Ha'iku: KALANIKAHUA HOU CHURCH AARONA, James P

Honokowai: LAHUIOKALANI (KA‘ANAPALI) CONG'L CHURCH

Huelo: KAULANAPUEO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AARONA, James P

Kihei: KEOLAHOU CONGREGATIONAL HAWAIIAN CHURCH   

Lahaina: WAIOLA CHURCH ROSA, Anela P

Olowalu: OLOWALU LANAKILA HAWAIIAN CHURCH

Pa‘ia: PA‘IA HAWAIIAN PROTESTANT CHURCH

Waihe‘e: WAIHE‘E PROTESTANT CHURCH KLASSEN, Verl P

Wailuku: KA‘AHUMANU CHURCH HIGA, Wayne P

Moloka‘i

Puko‘o: KALUA'AHA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OGOSHI, Janice P

O‘ahu

‘Ewa ‘EWA COMMUNITY CHURCH MAU, Rennie P

MCELMURRY, James AP

POWERS, Mokihana AP

Hale'iwa: LILI‘UOKALANI PROTESTANT CHURCH

Hauula: HAU‘ULA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC CHEE, Sage P

HAU‘ULA KAHUKU KAAUHUE, Linda Kamai P

Honolulu: BISHOP MEMORIAL CHURCH NAEOLE, Manu CH

APAKA, Kensy AP

CALINA, Shontell AP

KALIHI AND MOANALUA CHURCH

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR

Churches Authorized with Standing in the Hawai'i Conference

United Church of Christ

May 29, 2026
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O‘ahu CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Honolulu: KAWAIAHA‘O CHURCH MAKUAKANE, Kenneth P

AWAI,, Barrett AP

DAHLBURG, Andrew AP

GALUTERIA, Abigail AP

GOMES, Ardis AP

GRAMBERG, Nahlolwaa AP

JENKS, Josann AP

ROSAR, Angelita AP

WONG, A. Kuuipolani AP

WONG, Lawrence AP

Pearl City: KAHIKUONALANI UCC HIRAKAWA, Ricky P

Wai‘anae: KA HANA O KE AKUA CHURCH LLOYD, Brianna P

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

Hilo: HAILI CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Laupahoehoe: LAUPAHOEHOE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH CACABELOS, Alvira P

Milolii HAUOLI KAMANAO KAUPIKO, Melveen P

IOANE, Rosalind P

 

HAWAI‘I  ISLAND ASSOCIATION

CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Hilo: CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS ANDERSON, Eric P

FIRST UNITED PROTESTANT CHURCH MASILAMONEY, Sam P

HILO MARSHALLESE MINISTRY TIMOTHY, Carson P

UCC POHNPEI-Hilo HENRY, Bensis P

UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH

Holualoa: HELANI CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH CHILDERS, Paul P

Honomu: HILO COAST UCC MAEDA, Cara Ann P

Kailua-Kona: LIVING STONES BARLEY, William P

MOKUAIKAUA CHURCH DECARVALHO, David P

Kapaau: KALAHIKIOLA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH P

Kealia: PUKA‘ANA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH KIWAHA, Wryen P

Napo‘opo‘o: KAHIKOLU CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

‘Opihikao: ‘OPIHIKAO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH MULEC, Frank P

Puako: HOKULOA CONGREGATIONAL UCC PAGE, Eric P

DUNHAM, Patricia AP

Waikoloa WAIKOLOA MARSHALLESE TAYLOR, Gideon P

Waiohinu: KAUAHA‘AO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH WONG YUEN, Debbie P

KAUA‘I  ASSOCIATION

CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Hanalei: WAI‘OLI HUI‘IA CHURCH Poppen, Mark IN

Hanapepe: HANAPEPE HAWAIIAN CONG‘L CHURCH

HANAPEPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

KAUAI MARSHALLESE UCC KIOS, Kinchi P

Kapa‘a: KAPA‘A FIRST HAWAIIAN CHURCH MICK, Barry P

CHUN, Richard PE

KAPA‘A UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BORK, Robert P

Koloa: KOLOA UNION CHURCH AKANA, Alan P

Lihu‘e: LIHU‘E CHRISTIAN CHURCH DENNIS, Cheri DTM

LIHU‘E UNITED CHURCH TYCHKIN, Alex P

Princeville: CHURCH OF THE PACIFIC UCC FUJIKAWA, Clyde P

FRAZIER, Glenn PE

Waimea: KAUAI FIRST MARSHALLESE UCC LOEAK, Bender P

WAIMEA UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST HOECKMANN-PERCIVAL, Olaf  P
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O‘AHU  ASSOCIATION

CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Aiea: AMATAGA FOU LEVAULA, Maeotofiga P

Honolulu BREAD OF LIFE, CCCAS/UCC FAGALEA, Tua P

CENTRAL UNION CHURCH SINNADURAY, Rushan P

ROBINSON, Edward PE

CHURCH OF THE CROSSROADS

CHURCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF HONOLULU BUTLER, Amy P

MARTIN, Melissa AP

CUP OF FREEDOM UCC FALE, William P
EPENESA FOU CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN SAMOAN 

CHURCH TOFIGA, Tofiga P

FIRST CHINESE CHURCH OF CHRIST SUN, Jiale P

HAWAI‘I KAI UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

HONOLULU COSMOPOLITAN CHURCH, UCC PATADLAS, Alan P

KAUMAKAPILI CHURCH BARFIELD, Heather P

KOSRAE  HONOLULU CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH TAULUNG, Elwel P

MAKIKI CHRISTIAN CHURCH FUJINAMI, Yoshiaki AP

MALAMALAMA OLE ALOFA TUNOA AFUOLA, Kalasa P 

MANOA VALLEY CHURCH HAN, Abraham P

MOANALUA COMMUNITY CHURCH DESENGANIO, Rey P

NU‘UANU CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH THOMPSON, Jeannie P

SAMOAN CCC OF HONOLULU FUIAVA, Tafale P

TUVALU FOU CHURCH OF HAWAII KILISOME, Iosefa P

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST JUDD STREET HUBER, David DTM

WAIOKEOLA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IBARA, Wayne IN

Kailua: CHUUKESE CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH SALLE, Jonathan P

KAILUA CHRISTIAN CHURCH WILLIS HASSAN, Irene P

Kaneohe: KOKOKAHI UCC

Nanakuli:
FIRST SAMOAN CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 

HAKIMO SEFO, Peniamina P

HONOLULU MARSHALLESE MINISTRY SAM, Harry P

SAMOAN CHURCH OF HAWAII, LMS TUUAO, Iese P

Pearl City: NU‘U LOTU PAOGOFIE, To'o'olefua P

PEARL CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH LILLEY, Jonathan P

Wahiawa: WAHIAWA UCC MORTON, Timothy DTM

Waialua: WAIALUA UCC P

Waianae: WAIANAE SAMOAN CHURCH OF HAWAII PAPU, Falani P

Waimanalo: WINDWARD SAMOAN CCC SOA, Jr., Fuamaila P

Waipahu: BETHEL of AMAZING GRACE TIMOTEO, Sugalu P

FILIPINO UCC

KANANA FOU LAFITAGA, Falelua P

WAIPAHU UCC KIDDER-MCQUOWN, Daniel P
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‘AHA O NA MOKUPUNI ‘O MAUI, MOLOKA‘I, A ME LANA‘I  (TRI-ISLE)

CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Haiku, Maui: UCC POHNPEI MAUI SALVADOR, Francis P

Hana, Maui: WANANALUA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Ho‘olehua, Moloka'i: HO‘OLEHUA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OGOSHI, Janice p

Kahakuloa, Maui: KAHAKULOA HAWAIIAN CONG‘L CHURCH

Kahului, Maui: MAUI EVANGELICAL CHURCH PACIL, Ulysses P

MAUI MARSHALLESE MINISTRY, UCC 

Kalama‘ula, Moloka'i: KALAIAKAMANU-HOU CONG'L  CHURCH OGOSHI, Janice P

Kalaupapa: KANA‘ANA HOU-SILOAMA UCC

Kaupo, Maui: HUIALOHA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Keanae, Maui: KEANAE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Kipahulu, Maui: PALAPALA  HO‘OMAU CONGREGATIONAL

Lana‘i City, Lana'i: LANA‘I UNION CHURCH SHEETS, Benjamin P

Makawao, Maui: PO‘OKELA CHURCH FONG, Kimberly P

Makena, Maui: KEAWALA‘I CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH NELSON, Mitch P

ALIKA, Kealahou PE

Nahiku, Maui: NAHIKU HAWAIIAN CHURCH AARONA, James P

Waialua, Moloka'i: WAIALUA CONG’L CHURCH OGOSHI, Janice P

Wailuku, Maui: IAO UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST WONG, Kalani IN

WAILUKU UNION CHURCH KOJIMA, Robb P

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

Pa‘ia, Maui: MAKAWAO UNION CHURCH BOHN, Martha-Lee P

CHURCH CONTACT

Maui: MAUI SAMOAN CONGREGATION UCC MAO, Faanu

Oahu CHUUKESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

GIVING CIRCLE YOSHIDA, David

NIKITU IOTEK CHURCH

VAIPUNA O LE OLA

CHURCHES IN COVENANT EXPLORATION/DEVELOPMENT
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Alika, Kealahou C. RT McShane-Burke, Judith RT

Belsom, Jack E. RT Nelson, Mitch P

Kojima, Robb Y. P Ogoshi, Janice P

Landis, Scott RT Troy, Anne RT

Marchant, Gordon RT Wong, Henry Kalani RT

Davis, Wendell CH Mau, Rennie P

Ha‘alilio, Nancietta K.L. RT Merseberg, James RT

Kaupiko, Melveen P Naeole, Arthur CH

Kaupu, David K. RT Taketa, Charlene P

Kekuna, Curtis RT Twigg, David RT

Makuakane, Kenneth P Warren, Michael P

Makuakane, Violet RT Welsh, Brian CH

Anderson, Eric P Masilamoney, Sam P

Barley, William P McComber, Meilani RT

Boshard, Brian L. CH Olcott, Thomas RT

De Carvalho, David P Page, Eric P

Hill, Gwendolyn RT Petrucelli, Linda RT

Kent, Ronald G. RT Roach, Jihey CH

Maeda, Cara Ann P Roach, Jonathan OP

Akana, Alan P Meighen, Phyllis RT

Chun, Richard C.P. PE Mick, Barry RT

Dennis, Cheri P Miura, Caroline K. CH

Frazier, Glenn PE Page, Kevin C. RT

Hankins, N. Stanley RT Tychkin, Alexander P

Hoeckmann-Percival, Olaf P

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST MINISTERS IN FULL STANDING

ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCHES

HAWAI‘I ISLAND ASSOCIATION

KAUA‘I  ASSOCIATION

‘AHA O NA MOKUPUNI ‘O MAUI, MOLOKA‘I, A ME LANA‘I  (TRI-ISLE)
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Carr, Malcolm P Popham, David CM

Ching, Ronald F.K. RT Reller, Phillip RT

Desenganio, Rey P Robinson, Edward M. PE

Eng, Christopher K. RT Rouser, Leticia RT

Fujii, Dean RT Ryan Kuroiwa, Wallace RT

Fujita, Tom RT Sapolu, Jr., Mila RT

Garcia, Dominador RT Scott, George W. CH

Han, Abraham P Sevilleja, Bienvenida RT

Hayashi, Joshua CH Sevilleja, Elias RT

Ibara, Wayne S. P Sinnaduray, Rushan P

Imamura, Gloria EW Smith, Bradstreet W. RT

Inake, Sharon RT Smith, Emerson RT

Jackson, Norman W. RT Taripe, Felizardo P

Kidder-McQuown, Daniel P Thompson, Jeannie P

Kirkland, Gwendolyn RT Turner, David B. RT

Lockwood, Nancy RT Tuuao, Iese P

Lovett, Kyle RT Vaifale, Samalaeulu RT

MacPherson, D. Neal RT Willis Hassan, Irene P

Miguel, Paul H. EW Wayman, Lawrence RT

Milotta, David Makana CH Wong, Frances LA

Misa-Lau, Pearl CH Yeow, Choo Lak RT

Pak, Jonathan LA Yoshida, David P

Paogofie, To'o'olefua P Yoshida, Howard M. RT

O‘AHU  ASSOCIATION
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Aha O Na Mokupuni Buck Medeiros, Lauren

O'ahu Barfield, Heather

Galindo, Darren

Aha O Na Mokupuni Fong, Kimberly

AHEC Klassen, Verl

O'ahu Afuola, Kalasa Patadlas, Alan

Butler, Amy Soa, Fuamaila Jr.

Lafitaga, Falelua Timoteo, Sugalu

Kauai Bork, Robert  

Aha O Na Mokupuni Mao, Faanu

O‘ahu Fale, William

Aha O Na Mokupuni Aarona, James Pacil, Ulysses

AHEC Apaka, Kensy Ioane, Rosalind

Awai, Barrett Jenks, Josann

Blevins, David Kaaihue, Linda Kamai

Cacabelos, Alvira Kapuniai, Agnes Lani

Calina, Shontell Leong, John

Dahlburg, Andrew McElmurrry, James

Galuteria, Abigail Powers, Mokihana

Gomes, Ardis Rasor, Angelita

Gramberg, Naholowaa Rosa, Anela

Higa, Wayne Wong, A. Kuuipolani

Hirakawa, Ricky Wong, Lawrence

Hultman, Diane

ORDAINED MINISTERIAL PARTNER STANDING

MINISTERS WITH DUAL STANDING

LAY MINISTERIAL STANDING

LICENSED  MINISTERS

RECOGNIZED PARTNER MINISTERS
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Hawai'i Childers, Paul Mulec, Frank

Dunham, Patricia Wong-Yuen, Debbie

Kiwaha, Wryen Keoki

Kaua'i Fujikawa, Clyde

O'ahu Kilisome, Iosefa Morton, Timothy

Lilley, Jonathan Sun, Jiale

Aha O Na Mokupuni Pacil, Ulysses (Maui Evangelical)

AHEC Costa, Joclynn (Kalanikahua Hou)

Hoomanawanui, Kauanoe (Ko‘olau Hui‘ia Protestant)

Logan, Alika Joshua

Morton, Timothy

Wong, Kevin (Kalihi and Moanalua)

Hawai'i Andrade, Naleen (Kahikolu)

Kiwaha, Wryen Keoki (Puka‘ana)

Wong Yuen, Debbie (Kauaha‘ao)

Kaua'i Kaauwai-Iwamoto, Linda (Kapaa First Hawaiian)

Morsey, Jared (Waimea UCC)

O'ahu Acido, Jeffrey (Pearl City Community)

Fale, William (Cup of Freedom)

Fredrick, Robinson (Central Union)

Harding, Ken (Central Union)

Iha, Preston  (Nu‘uanu Congregational)

Moeone, Isaako (Samoan Church of Hawaii, LMS Nanakuli)

Silander, Kachusy (Makiki)

MEMBERS IN DISCERNMENT

LICENSED  MINISTERS
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AHEC Chee, Sage

Kaua‘i Kios, Kinchi Loeak, Bender

O'ahu Fagalea, Tua Sam, Harry

Fuiava, Tafale Sefo, Peniamina

Fujinami, Yoshiaki Taulung, Elwel

Papu, Falani Tofiga, Tofiga

Salle, Jonathan

Hawai'i Henry, Bensis Timothy, Carson

AHEC Alger, Richard

Kaupiko, Charles

Kawaha, Daniel

O'ahu Lee, Allan

Mark, Philip H.W. 

Sevilleja, Elias

Tsutsui, Hidemi 

(Without standing in the Hawai'i Conference)

NECROLOGY

MINISTERS OF OTHER  DENOMINATIONS  SERVING  OUR  CHURCHES
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LEGEND:

AP Associate Pastor

CH Chaplain

CM Commissioned Minister

CME Conference Minister Emeritus

CP Co-Pastor

CW Conference Work

D Dual Standing

DTM Designated Term Minister

DW Denominational Work (UCC covenanted, affiliated or associated minisitries)

EW Ecumenical Work

ED Educational Work

HW Health and Welfare work in UCC institutions

IN Interim Minister

IS Intentional Interim Ministry Specialist

LA Leave of Absence

Lic Licensed Minister

MD Member in Discernment

MY Missionary (Global Ministries or other)

OD Ordained Minister of another denomination serving a UCC church

OL Other Local Church Position

OMP Ordained Ministerial Partner

OP Other Profession

OR Other religious work (Bible Society, YM/YWCA, etc.)

P Pastor

PC Pastoral Counseling

PD UCC Ordained Minister serving another denomination

PE Pastor Emeritus

RPM Recognized Partner Minister

RT Retired

SU Supply Pastor

UC Unclassified

Y Youth Ministry

R62


	R1 CM Report Aha 2026 jnb
	R2 HCF Annual Report 2026 jnb
	R3 2026 Annual Rpt from Council Chair jnb
	R4 203rd Aha Paeaina Minutes Draft 3
	R5 ACM Roach 2026 jnb
	R6 TIA Report to the Paeʻaina jnb
	R7 AHEC Report for the 2026 jnb
	R8 HIAUCC Annual Report jnb
	R9 KAUCC Pres Reprot 25-26 jnb
	R10 Oahu Association rev
	R11 HCUCCAdmin2026Annual jnb
	R12 FMT Report jnb
	R13 Justice and Witness Annual Report jnb
	R14 I & E 2025-2026 Annual Report jnb
	R15 SCHCC President Report 2026 jnb
	R16b REGISTRAR RPT 2026 MAY 29 Draft 4
	R17 REGISTRAR RPT 2026 MAY 29 Draft 4
	R18 REGISTRAR RPT 2026 MAY 29 Draft 2



