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Wondrous Woman of God

She came to Hawaii from New Zealand, fresh
out of seminary, newly ordained and newly

married. She immediately plunged herself in her
new role as pastor’s wife and partner. To
augment their pastor’s salary, she was hired as
the secretary for the Woman’s Board of Missions
where she served with joy and class.

Loimata Soa, wife of Rev. Fuamaila Soa, Jr.
oversee 7 Samoan churches on Oahu, including
Windward Samoan Congregational Christian
Church in Waimanalo. She is very much
involved with the Women's fellowship, which
advocates for Samoan women in the modern
world. She coordinates Women's retreats,
conducts spiritual feeding through Bible Study
and fellowship, teaches Sunday School - infants
to 2nd grade and is a great supporter of Youth
programs. She travels twice a year to Malua,
Samoa for the Women's conference and Wider
Church conference. She also works at
Waimanalo Elementary & Middle School as the
Director of the Family Resource Center where
they pilot a lot of various programs which are
non-profit. ~ She coordinates the Food
Distribution at the school, thrift store for students
and families and a variety of Waimanalo
community needs. In her spare time, she
lovingly enjoys the fellowship of her friends,
WBM members among them.

GOD BLESS REV. LOIMATA SOA!

The President Speaks

I’m thrilled and grateful our 155th Annual Meeting had
so many delightful people! The business, music,
presentations, graceful hula and fellowship was
wonderful. It made us so happy to see our WBMPI
thrive and move forward! What a great start to our
156th year of service. In this new fiscal year, we voted
to add Kahu Kaleo Patterson’s food program, FCOF, to
this year’s recipients of our support. He spoke of his
work at our meeting.

We have gotten so used to holding our meetings on
Zoom since the pandemic that I’ve felt something is
missing. We really need to meet in person! We do
business and follow the agenda on Zoom but the
fellowship we once had is vital to our organization!
Previously we always met in person and at those
meetings | met and formed lifetime friendships with
whom I still socialize outside of the Woman’s Board as
well as in it. If we’d only met on Zoom, I wouldn’t
know them in the same way I do now. I would like to
hold most of our meetings in person from here on out.

We are welcoming new members and are in the process
of filling all our vacant positions. Through our annual
budget we are supporting a variety of organizations,
groups of people and programs that support and uplift
those struggling from a variety of social problems. We
also support missionaries in the Pacific Rim and work
to help individuals or families in dire need through our
Family Thank Offering. We offer scholarships for
students through our Edith Wolfe Scholarship Fund, as
well as a variety of causes to help those in need.

We did great work when there were only 10 of us!
Imagine what we could accomplish if we were 50 or
even 100? Not a member? Why not join us today!




Highlights from our 155" WBM Annual Meeting

Special musicians Starr Kalahiki & James

Maiolo performed music with grace.

We were honored with the presence of several
Kahu including Kahu David Popham and Kahu
Kaleo Patterson, both of whom participated.

WBM President Melinda Ahn & Mistress of
Ceremonies Carolyn Winston

while his mom, Kahu Violet, listened.

New WBM
member Maili
Anderson and
keynote
speaker &
WBM member
Rebecca
Woodland
renew their
friendship.

Kahu Ken Makuakane inspired us with his music

Darleen
Perry dances
“
Remember
You” as

Kahu Ken
Makuakane
accompanies




Let’s Hear It For QOur Missions

COFO (Central Oahu Food Organization) ALOHA is a Food
Outreach and Disaster Preparedness Project that began & emerged
at St. Stephen's Wahiawa, out of Pandemic that began in April
2020. Today this collaborative of over 40 community and church
partners, involves 3 monthly Drive Thru Walk Thru Food
Outreaches at sites in Central Oahu - Wahiawa and Whitmore.
About 6000-10000 Ibs. of food is distributed at each site for a total
of 18,000 - 30,000 pounds of food to over 1000 individuals every
month.

Today COFO ALOHA is a collaborative of over 40 community
and church partners, and involves drive thru and walk thru, and
outreach at over 20 sites including Central Oahu, Urban Honolulu,
North Shore, and Westside - Waianae Coast. Community groups
that receive food regularly include homeless at Thomas Square,
houseless on the beaches in Nanakuli, senior housing projects in
Nanakuli, Waianae, Whitmore, and Haleiwa, Pacific Islanders at the
Pohnpei House awaiting medical treatment below Tripler,
University of Hawaii, Medical Students, other UH Manoa students,
Farmer Housing in Wahiawa, homeless in Blaisdell Park, Lake
Wilson camps, families with limited resources in Whitmore and
Wahiawa.

All and all, an estimated 1,140,000 Ibs. of food is the current annual
distributions capacity of COFO ALOHA.

Mahalo to the Woman’s Board of Missions for supporting COFO
ALOHA in 2025. Welcome to our family.

~ Kahu Kaleo Patterson

Jesus is the bread of life! Food is life! Food is health!
Share food and share love!

At St. Steven'’s Episcopal Church in Wahiawa

<« Kawaiaha'o Church in Honolulu

Operation Christmas Child Collection

Start gathering your Shoebox items. Return them
to the WBM office at Central Union Church no later
than Saturday, November 15.




Where the Woman’s Board Stands Today

After a most joyous and successful annual meeting
we whole-heartedly welcome our new members!

Cynthia Akimseu from Haili Congregational
Church, Hilo, Masae Konno who joyously came to
our Annual Meeting, Bernadette Park from New
Hope Church and invited by Darlene Perry who
danced hula at the meeting, Teresa Sakai from
Waimea UCC, Kauai, Maili Shaw from Haili
Congregational Church, Hilo, Loimata Soa from
Windward Samoan Congregational Church and
former wonderful secretary for the WBM, and
Lupe Tupua also from Windward Samoan Church.
All our new members are so eager to be an active
part serving in the areas of ministry and mission
where they shine.  We also warmly welcome
Opihikao Congregational Church in Pahoa as a
member church!

If you are thinking about joining this
wonderful ministry, please email us at
wbm@hcucc.org or call us at (808) 791-5647.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
RUBY DONLIN

On August 12, 2025 our dear
Ruby Donlin, chairwoman of]
the Edith Wolfe Scholarship
Committee, was called home
to Glory. She was working
diligently to award 4 scholar-|
ships to 4 deserving young

ladies. el

I loved her humor and looked forward to our
phone calls. She always made me feel good and
happy because she was so positive and excited
about all we were doing together in the Woman’s
Board that she loved so much. Ruby served two
two-year terms as president along with other
positions of decision-making. She was most
excited about serving God and being among her
vast network for friends, whom she loved dearly.
She was so generous with her love, her presence
and her treasures, and we are most grateful.

~ Carolyn Winston, editor

Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands

1660 S. Beretania Street
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