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Who’s In Charge? 
I woke up early today, excited over all I get to do before 
the clock strikes midnight. I have responsibilities to fulfill 
today.  I am important. My job is to choose what kind of 
day I am going to have. 

Today, I can complain because the weather is rainy or I 
can be thankful that the grass is getting watered for free. 

Today, I can feel sad that I don’t have more money or I 
can be glad that my finances encourage me to plan my 
purchases wisely and guide me away from waste. 

Today, I can grumble about my health or I can rejoice that 
I am alive. 

Today, I can lament over all that my parent didn’t give me 
when I was growing up or I can feel grateful that they 
allowed me to be born. 

Today, I can cry because roses have thorns or I can 
celebrate that thorns have roses. 

Today, I can mourn my lack of friends or I can excitedly 
embark upon a quest to discover new relationships. 

Today, I can whine because I have to go to work or I can 
shout for joy because I have a job to go to. 

Today, I can complain because I have to go to school or 
eagerly open my mind and fill it with rich new tidbits of 
knowledge.  

Today, I can murmur dejectedly because I have to do 
housework or I can feel honored because the Lord has 
provided shelter for my mind, body, and soul. 

Today stretches ahead of me, waiting to be shaped. And 
here I am, the sculptor who gets to do the shaping. 

What today will be like is up to me. I choose what kind of 
day I will have.                        Author Unknown 
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OUR MISSION 

“The Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands 
is a group of compassionate Christian women coming 
from a variety of churches and ethnic groups. Our 
purpose is:  

* to inspire and empower women to become
active Christians, nurturing the Spirit in
their individual lives, homes, community
and the entire world

* to educate and encourage children in their
highest potential, and

* to be in partnership with sister
organizations sharing similar values.”

OUR CORE VALUES 

COMPASSION 
Galatians 5:22-23 
But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings 
gifts into our lives, much the same way that fruit 
appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, 
exuberance about life, serenity. We develop a 
willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion 
in the heart, and a conviction that a basic holiness 
permeates things and people. We find ourselves 
involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our 
way in life, able to marshal and direct our energies 
wisely. 

COMPETENCE 
2 Corinthians 3:5 
Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim 
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes 
from God. 

COMMITMENT 
Philippians 3:15-16 
So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who 
want everything God has for us. If any of you have 
something else in mind, something less than 
total commitment, God will clear your blurred vision—
you’ll see it yet! Now that we’re on the right track, let’s 
stay on it. 

CHARACTER 
Ephesians 4:24 
Take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned 
life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into 
your conduct as God accurately reproduces 
his character in you. 

COMMUNITY 
Galatians 6:9-10 
So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. 
At the right time we will harvest a good crop if we don’t 
give up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time we get 
the chance, let us work for the benefit of all, starting 
with the people closest to us in the community of faith. 
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

CLARA D. PRIESTER 

 “With God, All Things Are Possible”      

On Saturday, April 27, 2019, we gathered for our 148th Annual Meeting and Fellowship celebrating the 
theme, “With God All Things Are Possible.“ Among our attendees were, Kaua'i WBM members, 
Graceleanor Baird, Sally Anson and Linda Shigeta; Faye Amodo, Flor Fiesta, Angie Sales, and Juliet 
Valdez (Filipino UCC); Haneefbilal Abdulshafiq, Dr. Marchett-Ryan, Dr. Beale, and “Jenny” (Women’s 
Community Correctional Center); Susan Tengan (United Church of Christ Transition House); Lowell 
Chong, Mimi Suchinroj, Woody Suchinroj, Gloria H.Y. Young, Ginny Young (First Chinese Church of 
Christ); Rev. Mary Herbig (Central Union Church); and Rachelle Chang, (Samaritan Counseling Center 
Hawaii, our newest partnership). It was a time filled with inspiration as we fellowshipped and witnessed 
highlights of another fruitful year of ministry and outreach.       

Following an enthusiastic welcome by Linda Shigeta, former Kaua'i VP Representative, Eleanore Chong 
gave a heartfelt welcome on behalf of Central Union Church. Dion'e Tamure, a returning guest speaker, 
sang a breathtaking rendition of “Hawaii Pono'i.” In her update concerning what God is doing in her life, we 
viewed a video of her gut-wrenching experience of a wrongful conviction and incarceration. Dion'e 
announced that, at present, the Hawaii Innocence Project is now advocating for her exoneration. Today, 
in addition to her full-time job, Dion'e works passionately as the President of Paradise Island Fashion Week. 
Her ardent desire is to make a greater impact in assisting those who are homeless, to secure a place of 
their own. Dion'e concluded with a moving rendition of the song, “Imagine.” We are immensely proud of 
her courage and determination. 

Dr. Beale, a psychologist formerly at the Women’s Community Correctional Center, and guest speaker, 
emphasized how the support of our WBM tremendously impacts the women in the Mental Health Unit. He 
spoke of how the confidence of the women has been strengthened and how immeasurably they appreciate 
the support of our WBM through our visits with the women, donations of basic sanitation items and prayers. 

Alma Balatico, WBM Member, delivered a wholehearted presentation (assisted by daughter, Lynne), about 
impoverished children in the Philippines who are educated and nurtured at the UCCP Pasuquin Learning 
Center. Alma shared how the vision for this ministry was born out of her concern as she continually 
witnessed that children in these communities were not attending school. You can read more about the 
remarkable work of the Learning Center further on page 18. 

The Pagaragan missionary family in Japan, whom we are in partnership with, provided a video 
communicating the alarming statistics of a suicide occurring once every 15 minutes; how 85% of teens 
wonder why they exist; and how 11% wish they had never been born. Please pray for Japan and for our 
young people there and across the globe.       

Followed by the announcement of the silent auction winners, Carol Miura was presented with the Never 
Underestimate the Power of a Christian Woman Award. For innumerable years, she has been 
extraordinarily faithful in her commitment to the Stamp Project. You can read her award on page 10 of this 
edition. Congratulations again, Carol! We love and appreciate you.  

We concluded our gathering singing the Doxology in unison, led by Kealaonalani Pihana, Maui VP 
Representative. Thank you, Keala for your gift of music. On behalf of the WBM, thank you also to all who 
joined us, invited others, placed bids on silent auction items, gave graciously to the collection for the Mother 
Alice Scholarship Fund and Family Thank Offering, and continue to faithfully support this compassionate 
and collaborative ministry. We thank God for you and your generosity.  
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   IN SEARCH OF WILLING WORKERS 

Membership in the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands affords multiple 
opportunities to serve God by utilizing your spiritual and natural gifts to help improve the quality 
of life for others who are experiencing various hardships both in Hawai'i and the greater Pacific 
Rim.  

We meet monthly to conduct business, receive inspiration, and identify ways to continue to 
make a difference in our communities and world. Annual dues of $50 are collected from all 
members typically in April at our Annual Meeting and Fellowship gatherings and are used to 
further our ministry. There are many ways to contribute to the work that we do through 
donations of needed items, financial gifts, serving on mission projects or a committee, and 
more. 

A membership application can be found by visiting www.hcucc.org.  You can locate the 
Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands by clicking on “Directory,” “Affiliated 
Ministries,” and the WBM logo. You can also contact our WBM office for assistance with 
the application. 

    GENTLE REMINDER 
If you are already a member of our WBM, please be sure to update your contact information 
should you move or change any of your information. We want to be sure that you receive all 
correspondence being sent to you. For those of you who attend our WBM monthly meetings, 
please remember to bring your favorite food to share during our lunch and fellowship 
immediately following and bring a guest or two. If you do bring a guest(s) or invite someone 
you know will be coming, please call Clara to let her know. 

     
                       HAWAI'I ISLAND UPDATE 

     Lorna Bufil  

                             Hawai'i Island Co-VP Representative 

 

MEMOIRS O f HENRYOBOOKIAH   
  Known as the first fruit of the Christian faith amongst the Hawaiian 
people, this story is honest and untainted, as told through Opukaha'ia’s 
own perspective, as recounted through his personal diary entries and 
letters to close friends. It is a poignant narrative of suffering, pain and 
tragic death, but it is also a story of healing, renewal, joyous faith and 
a new life everlasting that inspired a generation of young missionaries 
to leave the East Coast and travel to the islands to fulfill Henry’s desire 
to have his people hear the gospel message.  

 The most current edition contains new pictures and an epilogue detailing how Henry’s 
body was brought home 175 years after his death in Connecticut. To purchase a copy for 
yourself or as a gift for someone else, visit http://www.henryobookiahmemoirs.com or 
contact our office at the  number listed above. Soft back copies are $15.  A limited edition 
hard copy is $50.   

  All proceeds from sales of this book are used to further the ministry of the Woman’s Board 
of Missions for the Pacific Islands.  
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  HAWAII ISLAND UPDATE 

          Lorna Bufil 
        Hawaii Island VP Representative 

 “She is clothed in strength and dignity, and she laughs without fear of  
  the future.   Proverbs 31:25 

Greetings from Hawaii Island! I am grateful for the Woman’s Board of 
Missions for our Family Thank Offering that enabled a young struggling 

couple with rental assistance after facing a crisis as a result of a job loss and near eviction. In 
addition, they were able to receive some assistance from Catholic Charities. It is always 
through prayer and God’s mercy and grace that allows us to help others in crisis.  We are often 
caught in situations and trials that test our faith. Knowing that we were able to reach out and 
touch someone’s life gives me hope and strength in believing that no matter the situation, God 
always provides. He has always been good to us throughout the years!   

 Here is a report of what I have been actively involved in this year: 

March 2019 - Haili Congregational Church held our annual Ho'ike and also hosted leaders from 
Micronesia for a special Bell Dedication in which a bell from the former Kapiolani Church was 
donated to a Kepenlau De Leur Church in Pohnpei. Pastor Henry Wilson and other leaders 
made this happen. Three of our Hawaii Island Pastors traveled to Pohnpei for the Bell 
dedication - Kahu Brian Welsh, Kahu Ron Fujiyoshi and Kahu Mike Warren. 

April - This is a time when Haili Church holds our Annual Easter Cantata. The Haili Choir 
performed “One Day” and the event was open to the community, followed by refreshments and 
fellowship. On Saturday, April 27, 2019, I also attended our WBM 148th Annual Meeting and 
Fellowship that we always look forward to. Thank you to Clara D. Priester and our Cabinet for 
their dedication and hard work, and to all others who gave their support.  

June 2019 - I attended the 197th Aha Pae'aina at Kaumakapili Church. Churches met for 
business meetings, and workshops. I am thankful to Kahu Doug Wooten and Kaumakapili 
Church for their hospitality. 

July 2019 - It has been a busy month in July beginning with Haili Church’s annual Vacation 
Bible School (VBS). We averaged about 60 students throughout the week. VBS concluded 
with a picnic at Reed’s Bay. Students participated in crafts, skits, music, dance and recreation, 
Bible verses, and fellowship during dinner. The students exceeded their goal of raising $500.00 
to be donated to the “Operation Kid to Kid” Mission that supports children in Zambia, Africa. 
Their total was an impressive $1,300. I also attended the Annual Relay for Life, American 
Cancer Society (ACS), in support of those who are battling and those who have survived 
cancer. 

God’s Grace and Peace, 
Lorna  
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  OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

        Rebecca Woodland 
  Missions Co-Chair and O'ahu VP Representative 

Throughout the year, the Woman’s Board of Missions has been the 
recipient of a steady flow of donations of toys, school supplies, hygiene 
items, and shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, the shoebox 
ministry of Samaritan’s Purse. I have been decorating shoeboxes 
throughout the year, packing them with gifts as donations come in. 
National Shoebox Collection Week is November 18-25 this year.   

Last year WBM filled over 200 shoeboxes, more than double our goal! We hope to pack at least 
300 shoeboxes this year, and we are grateful for the many gift items, shoeboxes, and wrapping 
supplies that have already been donated. Special thanks to our partners at United Church of Christ 
Judd Street, and to Carol and Mike Sullivan, and Carol Miura for their ongoing faithful generosity in 
support of this ministry! 

Our main supplier of shoeboxes, Payless Shoes, has gone out of 
business so we are in need of more empty shoeboxes to make our 
goal. Please save your empty shoeboxes and ask your friends and 
neighbors to do the same! If you enjoy wrapping, please wrap the 
shoeboxes (lid wrapped separately) and bring them to Clara’s office, 
or to the next WBM meeting on Saturday, September 7, 2019.  

Please take advantage of the back-to-school sales to buy pencils, 
pens, bar erasers, crayons, notebooks/binder paper, and other useful 
items for students. Stuffed toys, new T-shirts (children and youth sizes, 
or small men’s), washcloths, baseball caps, beanies, toothbrushes, 
tennis balls, jump-ropes, small cars, and yo-yos are always needed 
and appreciated. Please remember that NO LIQUIDS, NO CANDY, NO 
TOOTHPASTE, NO FOOD and nothing military-themed or scary are  

accepted for these shoeboxes. Please keep in mind that a variety of things from each category 
(school supplies, toys, hygiene items, other necessities) are needed for each shoebox.  

Children who have received a shoebox report that the most important thing in their box was pencils. 
This need is universal. In my own travels, I have observed that pencils are always the most important 
item for any school-age child, regardless of the age of the student or what country they live in.  Please 
remember this as you shop for shoebox items. If you wish to make a monetary donation to help with 
shipping costs, see me or visit www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.  

We expect to pack more shoeboxes at our upcoming meetings, so bring your items to the meetings 
or drop them off at Clara’s office, (1848 Nu’uanu Avenue). These shoebox gifts change children’s 
lives, and the lives of their families and future generations. YOU can make an eternal difference in 
the life of a child! God bless you all. 

In His service, 
Rebecca 
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 NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE POWER OF ACHRISTIAN WOMAN 
 In honor of a faithful ministry 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who was born and 
raised in Honolulu, the oldest of five children; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who graduated 
from Roosevelt High School and earned a degree in Music Education 
and Choral Music from the University of Hawaii; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who shared her 
talent and sang for countless Japanese weddings; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who taught in 
public junior and senior high schools in Honolulu and at PS 125 in New 
York City; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who took a break from teaching to be a stay-
at-home Mom and raise two children; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who returned to work as a professional tutor 
at Chaminade University and continues to do so to this day; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who has turned her stamp-collecting hobby 
into a ministry; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who solicits used stamps from everyone and 
everywhere; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who singlehandedly and tirelessly takes those 
stamps, sorts them, and sends them on behalf of the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific 
Islands to worthy organizations who in turn are able to convert those stamps into money; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman who has been the Woman’s Board of Missions 
Stamp Lady for more years than anyone can remember; 

Never underestimate the power of a Christian Woman! 

Never Underestimate the Power of 

CAROL YURIKO MIURA

  April 27, 2019 

  Written by Eleanore Atherton Chong 
  Former WBM President, Former Award Recipient, Finance Chair 
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WBM Goes to VST 

Summer Sessions 2019 

 
The Indigenous Studies Program Summer School (ISP) is offered annually during two weeks in 
July. This is an opportunity for students who are often isolated from one another to gather, learn 
and worship together. It is also an opportunity for intensive course work for students in the 
Indigenous Studies Program M.Div. by Extension. The Summer School serves people from a 
wide variety of educational backgrounds, with an international and largely Indigenous faculty.  

The Indigenous Studies Program Summer School is holistic and interdisciplinary. Courses 
examine sacred scripture and theology through the lens of Indigenous view. Courses achieve 
this by examining social data, literary-oral tradition, and the artistic cultural aspects of Indigenous 
spirituality. The array of courses offers a wide range of topics for a critical mind and a curious 
spirit, offering a journey of learning, healing and growth.  

Kauanoe Hoomanawanui 

Since I began my journey at the Vancouver School of Theology three years ago I only briefly 
knew of the various meanings and applications of theology. Coming from a diverse community 
as an Indigenous Hawaiian student I was exposed to the many religious denominations in 
representation of theology offered here in Hawaii. The opportunity to enhance my own 
Indigenous theology from my own Native Hawaiian cultural traditions and practices is a continual 
blessing.  Our community of faith in Hawaii is ever inviting and evolving through all peoples who 

                     

   

Kauanoe Hoomanawanui (far left); Clara D. Priester (right 
and middle); and Rebecca Woodland (far right).  
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WBM Goes to VST 

Summer Sessions 2019 

call Hawaii “home.” As a member of the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands I am 
able to learn from our fellow colleagues whom share the same educational program at 
Vancouver School of Theology. It has been a tight-knit cohort as we all respect our differences 
and come together in search of all the works of our Lord, God. I have grown tremendously in my 
clarity of our fundamental beginnings and the understandings of theology that surround us. I 
have finished half of my requirements to completing Master’s degrees in Divinity and Indigenous 
Theology. I aim to share the various ways of understanding theology in Hawaii and abroad.  

In service to ministry, I serve as the Luna Ho'omalu (President) for the Association of Hawaiian 
Evangelical Churches, ensuring the preservation and protection for the remaining Native 
Hawaiian Churches throughout our island chain. I am committed to gathering the knowledge and 
encouragement to perpetuate the works of our Lord, God. I will continue building and preserving 
connections that began before my time with the intention of our future generations. 

Clara D. Priester 

My learning experiences at VST have been an extraordinarily sacred pilgrimage. Three years 
ago, when I responded to the call of God to enroll in the Indigenous Studies Program at the 
Vancouver School of Theology, University of British Columbia, there would have been no way to 
fathom the richness of all that my spirit would capture there. As an Indigenous woman living 
concurrently within five different ethnicities, this unique program has gifted me with exceptional 
clarity in the dynamics of cross-cultural ministry, language in ministry, Indigenous identity and 
leadership, and so much more. My active involvement in social ministry (both personal and 
collaborative), as I mentor incarcerated women and women who are survivors of domestic 
violence has been prolifically impacted as a result of further strengthening my understanding of 
the foundation of my faith. Our comprehensive studies, spending much more time in 
contemplation, and engaging in practical application within cross-cultural contexts have 
significantly enabled me to become more effective in community outreach to Indigenous women, 
and in my multiple servant leadership roles. My belief that by virtue of our common humanity we 
are all interrelated, is continually avowed at VST and also enables me to embrace the women I 
serve as my sisters with even deeper compassion.   

By the Spring of 2020, I will have successfully completed half of the requirements to earn double 
Masters degrees in Divinity and Indigenous Theology. With the support of Pastor Grant Lee, who 
encouraged me to consider attending  VST and expressed his utmost confidence in my success; 
VST for trusting my commitment and investing in me through scholarship awards; my husband, 
Dee who is stunningly a tower of support and celebrates my achievements every step of the 
way; and Rose Marie, my mother, who has generously invested in my seminary education, I am 
vigorously grateful. To Kauanoe and Rebecca, my sister seminarians,  thank you for the gift of 
each of you, for how our cohort encourages one another, and for how we are able to work with 
intentional steadfastness. To the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands and the 
Chinese Christian Association, I express my overwhelming gratitude for your support through 
the gift of scholarships and your prayers. As I continue to deepen my relationship with the One   
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 WBM Goes to VST 

Su Summer Sessions 2019 

who called me into being, and become more of who He intends, the support of all of you have 
gifted me with has been indispensable. 

Rebecca Woodland 
God has a way of leading me down paths I did not know existed. The Indigenous Studies 
Program at Vancouver School of Theology is such a path. Our third summer school at VST on 
the beautiful campus of the University of British Columbia in Canada has just ended. A time of 
intense learning from and with our Indigenous brothers and sisters from throughout Canada, 
the United States, and beyond, this Indigenous Studies Program is a seminary program like 
no other. I am grateful for the opportunity to learn in this unique environment!  

Working towards a Master of Divinity in Indigenous Studies is a constant challenge for me 
academically, emotionally, physically, socially, and most of all spiritually as I delve deep into 
theology and the study of God’s Word, relating it to complex present-day situations and issues. 
Learning from world-class professors, including many Indigenous leaders from many tribes, 
and learning from my Indigenous classmates has opened my eyes and my understanding in 
ways not possible in a traditional academic or seminary setting. As one of the only non-
Indigenous students in the program (and possibly the only non-Indigenous woman), it is an 
honor and privilege to be included and to learn from and among my Indigenous brothers and 
sisters in Christ. The teachings and fellowship are essential to our spiritual development, as 
well as our personal development as leaders in our work and ministry. I am grateful for this 
opportunity to study, question, grapple with issues, recalibrate, and gain a fresh perspective 
on matters of faith, life, and ministry in many forms. 

People often ask what I plan to do with this degree. Only God knows He will reveal His plan 
in due time. For now, I can tell you that I am exactly where I am supposed to be, doing exactly 
what I am supposed to do. I have never been more certain of anything in my life. I have already 
completed thirty of the ninety credits required for the degree. Upon completion of all summer 
school assignments, I expect to have a total of about forty credits. By this time next year, I 
should be well beyond the halfway mark. I plan to return to VST’s campus in January for 
intensive courses. 

This journey through seminary would not be possible without the support of the diaconate of 
Central Union Church, the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands, the Chinese 
Christian Association, and Vancouver School of Theology. I am grateful to God and to all of 
you who walk alongside me on this journey. I am especially grateful to Clara and Kauanoe, 
my seminary sisters, who provide mutual support in ways too numerous to explain. May God 
bless us all! 
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There are many forms of abuse that create risk and danger in love relationships. Physical violence, 
verbal abuse (includes name calling, tone of voice), psychological tactics-including intimidation, 
coercion, threats, isolation and degradation of one’s personhood, sexual assault, financial and 
spiritual abuse are ways that one person in a relationship establishes and maintains power, control 
and fear over their partner. A perpetrator of abuse may also threaten to harm a pet or item deemed 
valuable or sentimental by the survivor. Maintaining power and control through various forms of 
abuse to cause fear limits the ability of the victim to make personal choices, access to family 
resources or assets, or equity in the relationship. Anyone can be a victim of domestic 
violence.  Victims and perpetrators of domestic violence come from all backgrounds and ethnicities. 
They can be educated, engage in religious practices, have a well-paying job or be unemployed, use 
drugs and/or drink alcohol. They may be survivors of childhood abuse as well. 

Intimate partner abuse is not the same in every relationship. Some 
abusers are frequently violent, while others may resort to violence from 
time to time to assert their power. The fear that a victim lives with makes 
it difficult for her/him (victims are most often female, but not always) to 
confide in friends or family for fear of retaliation that may result in 
greater danger. There are times when a survivor endures multiple 
forms of abuse simultaneously making it extremely difficult for her/him 
to gather their thoughts and think clearly. In addition, the physical 
effects of intimate partner violence can include combinations of 
depression, anxiety, sleep deprivation, low self-esteem, eating 
disorders, post-traumatic stress disorder, and even self-harm. One 
survivor painstakingly describes her past ordeal of intimate partner 
violence as “soul rape.” 

Perpetrators of intimate partner violence do not become abusive because they are under stress, 
experiencing financial problems, abusing drugs or drinking too much. While these factors may 
exacerbate incidents of violence, we are all responsible for our own behavior that stems from our 
belief systems. 

In most cultures, including our own, we have values and 
social norms that expect or permit men to be in control 
(particularly in their own families). This normative creates 
an imbalance of power in the relationship. The messages 
communicate to our children (maybe what we learned 
ourselves) about masculinity and femininity make us 
believe that men have a right to be dominant over their 
partner. Here in Hawaii, domestic violence is a crime that 
can warrant an arrest if reported. 

There are resources available for both survivors and perpetrators of abuse. If you or someone you 
know is in need of help, please contact the Domestic Violence Action Center (DVAC) helpline at 
(808) 537-3771 or toll free helpline at (800) 690-6200). You are not alone.

OCTOBER IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 
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  COMPASSIONATE WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

  MISSION SERVICE 

  MARCH 2019 

 By Karleen Samuel, Chairwoman 

 
 
 

On Sunday, March 31, 2019, the Compassionate Women members had a get together at 
the Fusion Restaurant in Pohnpei. This gathering served three purposes: 1) to reconnect 
with one another,; 2) to invite new people to share a free meal and the message of salvation, 
and 3) to educate them on how to start their own business. A total of forty-five mothers and 
daughters showed up. Nine of the women were new attendees. 
 
The organizing committee had the opportunity to invite Mrs. Herolyn Movick from the Pacific 
Women Business Counselor at Pacific Community-SPC. Mrs. Movick spoke to our members 
about a program she is overseeing called, The Pacific Women Growing Business Group. 
This program aims to educate women in the Pacific on how to create, maintain and run a 
successful business that can benefit their family and their community. The program includes 
classes on sewing, gardening and many others.  
 
The gathering concluded with a message from Amy SJ. Santiago on the importance of 
cultivating a relationship with God and others. In the world we live in, everyone has his or 
her own battle and needs words of encouragement. Amy read from the passage in Hebrew 
10:24-25:  

24 And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching. 

Amy urged our team to work together and to be an encourager everywhere we go. 
 
The next gathering will focus on training for mothers and daughters who wish to learn how 
to sew and how to make laces and flowers using foam. The date is to be determined. 

 

COMPASSIONATE WOMEN MINISTRY FIRST RETREAT

2018 YEARLY REPORT

The Compassionate Women Ministry
conducted three major activities in year 2018.
The first activity was a retreat delivered in a
form of a training at the EveryHome
Fellowship Center on July 7, 2018. Thirty-five 
(35) females participated, both young girls 
and women. The training comprised of three
sessions, which focused on health 
awareness, good health and verses from the
Holy Bible.

Mrs. Pertina Albert Saimon from
Pohnpei Public Health, Merly Nelson from
Cooperative Research Extension and Amy
Santiago were the speakers.

The second activity was a cooking
training, conducted on October 27, 2018 at 
Helper Samuel’s residence in Kitti, Pohnpei.
Twenty-five (25) participants participated, 
both young girls and women. The training
focused on four healthy recipes by Merly
Nelson. Recipes were the: 1. Can Tuna with 
string beans; 2. Vegetables with luncheon
meat can; 3. Fish soup and 4. Kangkong
Chicaron recipe.

The last activity was a gospel ministry on
Chuuk island which involved two of the
Compassionate Women members. Ladies
joined a group selected by Every Home 
Christian Ministry flew to Chuuk State and
reached out to KEMC church, Church (ICC),
Chuuk Hospital and Sapuk Bible Church (SBC)
on month of December 2018.

.
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 BEIJING INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

   July 2019 

 Warm Greetings from Beijing! 

It is a season of rejoicing in God’s blessings. 
Thousands of graduates have now ‘walked’ in the 82 
Universities that surround our Beijing International 
Christian Fellowship. Dayna has been making lots of 
leis! Here we are with two of our ‘beloved daughters,’ 
Keren from Ghana who earned her Master’s Degree 
and Ruth from Uganda who earned her Ph.D. Both 
have been faithful Deaconesses in our church (photo 
to the right). With our church motto of, “Gathering, 
Growing, Going” we now face the sad “G” – saying 
goodbye to many who are going. We prefer a hui hou 
(see you again).  In the photo below, you can see 
over 50 key members of the congregation who stood 
for a farewell prayer last Sunday. We are truly a 
‘sending church!’  

It was a  joy to witness the ordination of three men from BICF, including the pastors of our Mandarin 
and Korean congregations in June. We organized an Examining Council of pastors from BICF and 
other churches in the city. We unanimously recommended that they be ordained. It was a great 
day!  
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Warm Greetings from Beijing! July 2019

It is a season of rejoicing in God’s blessings. Thousands 
of graduates have now ‘walked’ in the 82 Universities 
that surround our Beijing International Christian 
Fellowship. Dayna has been making lots of leis! Here we
are with 2 of our ‘beloved daughters’ – Keren from 
Ghana earned her Master’s Degree and Ruth from 
Uganda her Ph.D. Both have been faithful Deaconesses 
in our church. With our church motto of “Gathering, 
Growing, Going” we now face the sad “G,” saying good-
bye to may who are going. We prefer ‘a hui hou!’ (See
you again!). Below you can see over 50 key members of
the congregation who stood for a farewell prayer last 
Sunday. We are truly a ‘sending’ church! 

This Spring we’ve had many opportunities to reach the 80,000 International students around our church.

The night before our “mini-Olympics” we hosted “The World’s Got Talent.” Students from our church and 
beyond were invited to share their talent as we enjoyed a Chinese buffet dinner in a nice dining room of a
large University near our church location. The owner was happy to make money but nervous about “church”
so he urged us not to “preach.” That all went fine for the first few minutes until a dance troupe from Kenya
who had most of the house jumping up and down singing wanted to declare Who they 

4

Our last letter was sent just before “Celebration Mama’s” in May– where we recognized 12 new moms in 
our church (10 births, 2 adoptions!). Well it was a great time. With food, fun, friends, and even crowns and 
leis! Since then we have met four new babies, three boys and one girl…more on the way! 

It was a joy to see three men from BICF, including the pastors of our Mandarin and Korean congregations, 
be ordained to the ministry in June. We organized an Examining Council of pastors from BICF and other
churches in the city. We unanimously recommended they be ordained. It was a great day! 

This Spring we hosted two nights of the “Alpha” Pre-Marriage course in our apartment again. Ten couples 
came for the five-week session enjoying good teaching and Dayna’s good cooking!

Then, after Pre-Marriage class, wedding bells are ringing….! 

Health News – We both had physical exams recently and checked out pretty good for 2 active people in 
their mid-sixties! We feel good! We do ask for prayer as Mark was diagnosed with prostate cancer. It is 
early stages, and still contained. We are exploring options, considering surgery at the end of August. God 
has graciously seen us through cancer before, we trust Him again for this next adventure. 
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The first two photos below capture a part of a service where we had encouraged our students to 
wear clothes representing their homelands to church one Sunday morning. What a radiant display 
of cultures and colors!  

This Spring we hosted two night of the “Alpha” Pre-marriage course in our apartment again. Ten 
couples attended for the first 5-week session enjoying good teaching and Dayna’s great cooking! 
Then, after the Pre-marriage class, wedding bells were ringing!    

   

2

danced for. Soon most people were shouting and waving their hands for “Jesus…I praise you…I love 
you…I serve you!!” Well, no one did PREACH…technically. But the Lord did organize a winsome and 
natural way of letting a room full of students from many nations and faiths know that He is alive and well. 
Lots of talent! There was a 1st place tie between Samoan men dancers and a Zimbabwean opera singer!

That same weekend we encouraged people to wear clothes from their homelands to church on Sunday
morning. What a radiant display of colors and cultures! Just a foretaste of that Grand Day when the nations 
will present their offerings and praise to the Lord God Almighty and to the Lamb.
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Our last newsletter was sent just before “Celebration Mamas” in May where we recognized twelve 
new moms in our church. There were 10 births and 2 adoptions). Well, it was a great time with 
food, fun, friends and even crowns and leis. Since then, we have met four new babies – three boys 
and one girl. There are more on the way!  

 We hope you have enjoyed this long slice of life from the last couple of months here in Beijing. We 
are very provileged to be able to serve the Lord in this dynamic city at this strategic time.  

Your faithful prayers and support are much appreciated and needed. We praise the Lord for so 
many years of this Gospel partnership. As you pray, please ask the Lord to open a new door for 
our church. The hotel we have rented weekly for the last six years is changing their business 
strategy, reverting to a state-owned training center. We are encouraged by the support and 
encouragement of the government officials who continue to sanction our church and have even 
assisted in our new search. The door of opportunity seems to be open. We just need to find out 
where.  

Joyfully Serving the Lord of the Global Harvest with you, 
Mark and Dayna  

Our Mission: Pioneers, 10123 William Carey Dr., Orland, FL, 32832 USA 
Checks should be made payable to ‘Pioneers’ with attached note, “Mark and Dayna Blair, Beijing” 

Electronic transfers: https://give.pioneers.org/p-75-give-to-a-missionary-or-project.aspx. Our 
account   number is 110565, Mark and Dayna Blair.  

E-mail: blairstan2@gmail.com or blairstan@psmail.net (secure)
Blog: www.blairstan.blogspot.com  Website: www.pastormarkblair.org

Our Ministry: Beijing International Christian Fellowship www.bicf.org/zgc 
http://bicf.org/sermons/messages/speaker/mark-blair 

BICF Sermon App for Apple or Android: www.bicf.org/#app 
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 UCCP PASUQUIN LEARNING CENTER 

   2019 - 2020 

  By Alma Balatico 

Aloha, Everyone! On behalf of the teachers and staff of the UCCP 
Learning Center, I would like to convey their greetings and well wishes 
to all members of the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific 
Islands. They are very grateful for your continued prayers and support. 

I am pleased to inform you that there are 36 children who are enrolled for the 2019-2020 school 
year which started mid-June.  Of the 36, 16 are in Kinder 1 and 20 in Nursery. Your scholarship 
grant for this school year will help pay for tuition and books for ten (10) indigent children.  

The children are eager to come to school every day. Their daily routine starts with a flag ceremony. 
You see them lined up in these pictures with Rev. Lynn Gumallaoi leading and some parents in 
attendance.   

The Preschool’s curriculum and programs challenge our students intellectually, emotionally, and 
physically through properly guided motor skills development. The following pictures show the kids 
together focused on learning and individually doing their seatwork. 

This picture above (far left) shows the 2018-2019 children during their moving up ceremony at the 
close of the school year.  Out of the 11 K-1 children (ages 5-1/2 to 6) who graduated, eight were 
admitted directly to first grade instead of going through Kinder-2 level of the public schools. I am 
hoping that the UCCP Learning Center children this school year, will also meet the public school’s 
high level of standards of achievement. 

We continue to make a difference in this community and we thank God for using this ministry to 
allow us, including you, our mission partners, to change many lives for the glory of God.  

AGYAMAN KAMI LA UNAY!  We are so very grateful! 
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THE PAGARAGAN POST 

 AN UPDATE FROM OUR MISSIONARY FAMILY IN JAPAN 

We returned to Japan this past spring and we are continuing to be on the hunt for a location for 
our Student and Ministry Center, the Neighborhood. We currently have an offer in for a beautiful 
house that we believe we could house us as well as the Student Center for the next four years. 
However, until we receive confirmation from the realtors that the owner has accepted our offer, we 
are waiting. If this does not happen, we know that the Lord will continue to guide us and provide a 
space for our ministry. In the meantime, here are some things we have been doing that you can 
be lifting in prayer: 

We began a twice monthly “Life Group” at Sonrise 
Café. We have dinner together and we lead a short 
devotional that ends in discussion and sharing. Our 
goal is to provide a safe, relaxing atmosphere for 
community to develop, where people feel free to invite 
non-Christians, and where church members can get 
to know each other better. At our first meeting, three 
church members attended. Two weeks later, we had 
five church members, three non-Christians, and three 
kids. Those who were non-Christians included a 
woman whose family lives at and runs the local 
Buddhist temple. She said afterwards that she had 
never heard or been around any type of Christian 
event before and that she found it very interesting. She thanked us for allowing her to participate. 
I invited her back this month and she said that she would like to come back!  

Our college ministry is also doing well. We had a 
summer get together with 6 students and 1 mom! She 
wants to help with cooking classes once we start 
offering them at the student center. The Lord is 
certainly building relationships with our students and 
their families. Please pray for more opportunities to 
open the doors to the hearts of our precious friends.   

 By Kelly Pagaragan 
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Everyone needs help sometimes. Everyone has times in their life when they need someone to talk to, 
someone who will listen with understanding and compassion. Helping people cope with life’s challenges 
is our mission. Samaritan Counseling Center Hawai‘i provides professional and accessible mental 
health counseling sensitive to the spiritual traditions of individuals, families, and communities in Hawai‘i. 

Counseling is available to everyone, of all faiths and no faith, regardless of their ability to pay – through 
health insurance, sliding scale fees, and our Client Assistance Fund. The fund subsidizes counseling 
for those who are uninsured, underinsured, elderly, and low-income. In 2018, one-third of our clients 
received subsidized counseling. You helped to make that happen! 

Your generous gift in October 2018 touched the lives of so many people, including: 
• A woman on disability whose insurance will not cover mental health counseling.
• A man coping with anxiety and depression who lost his job and his health insurance.
• A woman separating from her husband who does not want him to know she is seeking counseling.
• A senior recovering from substance abuse whose insurance plan does not reimburse counselors at
a reasonable rate.
• A senior coping with depression and loss of independence who cannot afford his $40 copay.
• A senior struggling with panic attacks and depression who cannot afford his $69 per visit deductible.

As we celebrate 30 years of service in Hawai‘i, we sincerely thank you for being Good Samaritans to 
people who need help and want to make positive changes in their lives.

You can learn more about counseling, donate to the Client Assistance Fund, or volunteer for our Board 
or in our office by contacting us using the following options: 

Phone: (808) 545-2740   Facebook: www.facebook.com/samaritancounselingcenterhawaii 
E-mail: info@samaritanhawaii.org           YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/scchyt  

By Rachelle Chang, Executive Director 

SCCH Staff: (from left) Mimi Demura-Devore, Diana Honeker, 
Gary Augustin, Virginia Jones, Wesley Taira, Rachelle Chang.  
Not pictured: Lunden Head, Sheryl Holland, Dr. Darcy Ing, 
Marcia Myers, Tom Miyashiro 

Photo taken June 24, 2018 
 

SCCH Board: (from left): Veronica Rich, Linda Rose 
Herman, Kawika Rich, Rev. Neal MacPherson, Rev. Dr. 
George Clifford, Kapono Faitau, Martine Leclerc, Andy 
Bates, Father Larry Fisher, Rev. Bert Sumikawa. Not 
pictured: Maria Carnevale, Kathy Moore, Rev. Dr. Bob 
Steele. Photo taken July 19, 2019 
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  PLEASE KOKUA 

The Give Aloha/Foodland Campaign is a fundraiser that the Woman’s Board of Missions for 
the Pacific Islands participates in annually. Donations received are utilized in conjunction with 
other avenues of income to enable this vital ministry to remain solvent.     

Please kokua by shopping at Foodland in the month of September and provide the code 
above that will be credited to our WBM. Thank you in advance for what you are willing and 
able to do. 

   A MESSAGE FROM OUR FINANCE CHAIRWOMAN 

 Eleanore Atherton Chong 

WOMAN’S BOARD CELEBRATES THE BICENTENNIAL, 
APRIL 2020 

The year 2020 marks the Bicentennial of the arrival of the first 
missionaries to these islands.  Commissioned by the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM), the 
Pioneer Company sailed from Boston in October 1819 and arrived 
in Hawaii in April 1820. 

Celebrations will be held throughout Hawaii.  Special activities for Oahu will be held April 20-
26, 2020 in Honolulu.  On Thursday, April 23, 2020 the Woman’s Board of Missions will place 
lei on all the graves at the Mission Cemetery in back of Kawaiahao Church near the Hawaiian 
Mission Houses.  Many ABCFM missionaries rest there including many former presidents of 
the Woman’s Board.  Our first president, Clara Brewster Bingham, and our longest-serving 
president, Mary Atherton Richards, are among those at the Mission Cemetery. 

We will need several hundred lei on Wednesday, April 22, 2020.  They can be dropped off at 
the Hawaii Conference office.  Please contact me at (808) 225-7175 and let me know how 
many lei you can contribute or if you have any questions.  Mahalo! 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Our fiscal year runs from July 1-June 30.  In reviewing our year-end totals it appears that many 
WBM members have forgotten to pay their membership dues for the current fiscal year. 

Our bylaws state:  “Contributing Member:  a person may become a Contributing Member of 
the WBM by subscribing to the purposes of the organization and by contributing 
annually.  Active membership entitles one to voting privileges and to hold an office.”  Article II, 
a. 

Friends, please send us your annual membership dues ($50) for 2019-2020.  Doing so will 
enable you to vote as well as hold office.  Above  all, the Woman’s Board of Missions for the 
Pacific Islands can only be as strong and effective as its contributing members!  Mahalo! 

      Code:  
78471 

!
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  FAMILY THANK OFFERING 

Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the merciful Father, the 
God from whom all help comes. He helps us in all our troubles, so that we are able to help 
others who have all kinds of troubles, using the same help that we ourselves have received 
from God.   Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians, chapter 1:3-4 TEV  

The Family Thank Offering Committee prayerfully and judiciously reviews requests for emergency 
financial assistance and approves one-time mission grants to meet a special need of individuals or 
families. These one-time mission grants have included assistance with rent delinquencies, security 
deposits, utility bills, food, medication and more. Requests must be submitted to the WBM office by 
a pastor or church leader, community advocate, or WBM member. All requests are authenticated 
by the Executive Director and require supporting documentation prior to review by the Family Thank 
Offering Committee. The Family Thank Offering is exclusively for emergency assistance requests 
throughout Hawai'i. 

This year, our Family Thank Offering Committee granted 11 one-time mission grants totaling 
$4,420.16 to:   

A survivor of domestic violence who needed assistance in securing her own place  *A young woman 
attending Kapiolani Community College who was experiencing financial hardship and needed 
assistance with books and tuition *A survivor of domestic violence and her 2-year old daughter in 
need of basic necessities *A woman whose husband passed away suddenly *A young woman in a 
clean and sober house who required rental assistance *A young father rebuilding his life from 
substance abuse who needed rental assistance *A young woman in a clean and sober house who 
required rental assistance *A grandmother caring for eight of her grandchildren (while her daughter 
was incarcerated) who needed rental assistance and food  *A survivor of domestic violence and 
her two children who needed assistance in securing a place of their own *Missionaries from Hawaii 
ministering in China to help provide more financial support (determined by the WBM Cabinet) 
*IMPACT outreach (Maui) who cares for those incarcerated, homeless and abused

Here are some of the triumphs of those who have received support our support through this 
Fund: 

• The survivor who secured her own place was able to position herself to move to the mainland
where she is working and living well independently.

• The young woman attending Kapiolani Community College has been able to secure
employment while in school. She was excited to graduate with an A.A. in May 2019.

• The mother and her 2-year who are survivors of domestic violence are safe and receiving
assistance in healing. The mother has just graduated from a massage academy and is
working toward establishing her own business.

• The grandmother of eight grandchildren has communicated that all of the children are doing
well in school. Their mother has been released from the Women’s Community Correctional
Center and is in a reentry program. She is in communication with her mother and her eight
children regularly.

• The survivor of domestic violence with two children who secured her own place is doing
exceptionally well. She has established her own cleaning business and will graduate from
Hawaii Pacific University this summer with a B.S.

We are eternally grateful for all who have faithfully and liberally invested in changing lives through 
their gifts to the Family Thank Offering Fund. On behalf of the recipients who have received your 
gifts, thank you.   
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Declare his glory among the  
        
        

 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
Psalm 96:3 

 

Pray For Our Missionaries 

        Mark and Dayna Blair 
  Beijing International Christian Fellowship 

 CHINA 

         Tom and Monica Liddle 
  Global Ministries Missionaries 

 EAST TIMOR 

 Rose Ludwig (far right) and daughters 
  Campus Crusade for Christ (CRU) 

 GUAM 

        The Pagaragan Family  
  Missionary Family – Team USA 

 JAPAN 
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      Cancelled Stamps 
      Rose Marie Doral  
      Judith Engstrom 
      Thelma Oshiro 
      Pukalani FCE Club 
      Judy Rantala 
      H.M. Wyeth 
 H 
      Margaret Raymond 
Dr. Margery Terpstra 
H.M. Wyeth  
  

    
     WOMAN’S BOARD OF MISSIONS FOR THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
     1848 NU'UANU AVE. 
     HONOLULU, HAWAI'I 96817 

 
 

  
                                                    WISH LIST 
                                                (new or very gently used) 

The items listed below are regularly needed items for missions projects and outreach. The needs in 
our communities are alarmingly increasing. If you are able and willing to donate any of these items or 
a combination of them at any time, it would be a great relief to those in unexpected need. Items 
marked with an asterisk are needed in both full and travel sizes. 

Personal Items            Bedding Items             Baby Items 
Shampoo/conditioner *           Pillows (standard)           Baby Powder *                   
Body Wash/Soap *           Blankets             Baby Lotion * 
Body Lotion *                        Mattress Pads            Diapers & Wipes * 
Toothpaste * 
Toothbrushes *           School Supplies            Other 
Toilet Paper            Crayons              Socks 
Hand Wipes/Sanitizers           Composition Books                  Bibles 
Deodorant *             Pens (black ink)             Prescription Eyeglasses   
Sanitary Napkins *           Pocket Folders             Postage Stamps             
Tampons *                       Markers              Plain Envelopes 
Combs/Brushes                                      Erasers              Fabric/Sewing Notions 
Personal Wipes                      Pencils                                      Gift Cards (Walmart, Long  
Kleenex                                                  Elmer’s Glue                                              Drugs, Safeway) 

                                              MAHALO NUI LOA  

     Donations & Gifts                                Karen Nakamoto                                     Haili Church                
     Betty Abe             Ann Nakasone                 Honolulu Marshallese        
     Lorene Arata            Helen Nakata                        UCC - Women’s    
     Judy Asman                          Irene Nomura                           Fellowship                                                  
     Eunice Ching            Glenda Simao                      Kaumakapili Church 
     Rev. & Thelma Chun                 Marsha Simao                Kawaiaha’o Church         
     Annie Chun-Mow                  Walter Simao                  Waialua UCC 
     Gene and Sheila Conry                     Carol and Mike Sullivan                          Waiokeola Church 
     Winifred A. Doi           Toshie S. Suzuki                                  
     Rose Marie Doral                  Charlene Takeuchi      

 Katsuko Enoki                 Joan Tawara      
 Lisa Fong            Rebecca Woodland           
 Darleen Fontanilla           Saeko Yoshida 
 Donna Gamboa                 Christine Young 
 Nancy Heu         
 Margaret & Ching F. Hsiao         Churches/Organizations             
 Betsy Kikuchi                                 Church of the Holy Cross 
 Karen Koles                 First Chinese Church of Christ-               Office Support 
 Naomi Komenaka                 Women’s Fellowship                Vivian Maunakea   
 Carolyn Lum           First Presbyterian Church of Honolulu    Christine Nuuhiwa 
 Eileen McFadyen                 First United Protestant Church of Hilo      
 Toni Rae Mendez                            Friends of the Library          
                                     
           
Dwayne Priester                    Christine Nuuhiwa 
Dame Tadia Rice                   Christine Nuuhiwa  




